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Write
Summer

Spring & Summer youth creative daycamps & workshops

201 4
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Facilities: Our beautiful 1903 building 
on ArtWalk in the Neighborhood of the Arts 
is fully wheelchair accessible, with three 
sun-lit, air-conditioned workshop rooms, 
a computer lab, and a performance space. 
We use our landscaped grounds and the 
playground next door for outdoor time over 
lunch. In addition, daily playground break-
time or other outdoor activities are sched-
uled for each group. Some classes also take 
place at our Gell Center of the Finger Lakes, 
a 24-acre nature retreat.

Map & Directions: Writers & Books 
is located at 740 University Avenue between 
Merriman Street and Atlantic Avenue in the 
Neighborhood of the Arts.

Where to Park: There is park-
ing in our lot, which is entered from 
University Avenue or Atlantic Avenue. 
Parking is also available on the streets 
surrounding W&B. Please be aware of 
signs for parking restrictions. If you 
wish to park close to the entrance, we 
suggest arriving early to ensure that a 
space is available in our lot. Please do 
not park directly in front of our door 
as this blocks our handicap accessible 
ramp.

Referral Program:  The highest form of flattery is referring your friends 
to us! You could earn a $10 credit toward SummerWrite for each new child you refer 
to us. Just be sure your friend mentions your name when registering. Questions? 
Call or email us: (585) 473-2590 x107, office@wab.org.

Membership: It pays to be a member! Sign up for a student or household 
membership and receive discounts on SummerWrite classes, along with other 
benefits. Our special Turning Pages Readers’ Circle membership allows a unique 
way of discovering books while also supporting Writers & Books programs. Four 
times each year a surprise book will arrive in your mailbox! Also, throughout the 
year there will be exclusive events that will illuminate the selections and provide 
opportunities to meet other Readers’ Circle members. For more information on any 
of our membership levels, call (585) 473-2590 x107, or visit www.wab.org. Become 
a member today using our registration form on page 21!

Scholarships: Writers & Books is committed to making our programs avail-
able to all members of the community. We offer partial and full scholarships based 
on need. Visit www.wab.org for an application or contact Kristen Zory King with 
questions: kristenk@wab.org.

Summerwrite Blog: During the week(s) your child is in camp, please 
visit summerwrite.tumblr.com to see a list of activities your child participated in 
during his or her class, which are sometimes accompanied by photos and other 
interesting tidbits about the SummerWrite program!

Group Size and Instructor Ratio: Workshops are limited to a total 
enrollment of 12 with the exception of a few specific classes. Most workshops are led 
by one adult writer and one high school or college apprentice.

What to Bring: Unless otherwise noted in the description, all you need is a 
pen and paper, and lunch if you’re staying all day. Please leave cell phones and other 
electronic devices at home or turned off completely and tucked in a backpack or bag.

Food: Snacks and water are provided for breaks, though we recommend bringing 
a water bottle. Full day participants bring their own lunches. Please make note of any 
allergies on the registration form and we will do our best to accommodate.

Choose Full Days or Half Days: Workshops offered are either half 
days or full days. A morning workshop may be combined with an afternoon workshop 
for a full day of programming. Students staying all day will be supervised during the 
lunch hour, from noon-1:00. 

Supervision and Hours: Participants must be checked in and signed out. 
Supervision by staff and instructors is provided continuously from 8:45–4:15 p.m. Any 
student arriving earlier than 8:45 or departing later than 4:15 is expected to register 
for, and pay for, extended care.

Extended Care: Extended care is available if a child must arrive more than 15 
minutes before class begins or stay more than 15 minutes after class is over. We need 
to know your extra care needs at least two weeks in advance to be sure we can fill 
your request. Payment is based by the week:
 
 Mornings: JY14-EA (plus week number [1-9].)   
 Use the letter B for April Break 
 7:30 arrival = $45/week. 
 8:00 arrival = $30/week.
 
 Afternoons: JY14-EP (plus week number [1-9].)   
 Use the letter B for April Break 
 5:00 departure = $30/week. 
 5:30 departure = $45/week.

Registration: Mail or fax the form on page 21. To register by phone call 
(585) 473-2590 x107. If you have questions about class content, please call 
Sally Bittner Bonn at (585) 473-2590 x109.

Field Trips and Final Presentations: Several of our camps take 
advantage of arts institutions close by, such as the George Eastman House and the 
Memorial Art Gallery. Many use dramatic arts as well—and therefore may end with a 
presentation on Friday, and/or a group publication.

Payment: Full payment for each workshop, for each participant, plus membership 
fee if due, is required at time of initial registration.

Withdrawal Policy: A full refund is given in the event that W&B must can-
cel a class. If you withdraw up to three business days before the first day of a class, 
W&B will give a full refund. Within three business days of a class, W&B will refund 
50% or give a full credit toward another class. After the first class and up to the day 
of the second class, W&B will refund 50% or give a pro-rated credit. After the second 
class there will be no refunds or credits.

Cancellation Procedure: In the rare event that a class has to be can-
celed due to low enrollment or other unforeseeable circumstances, you will be noti-
fied a minimum of one week before the scheduled start of the class.

things to know

Cover photos and photos 
on pages 6,7,9-13,16,17 
by Gillian Crocca
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A Note from the Director of Youth Education
Dear families,

When I was in fifth grade, I used to sneak into the coat closet during math time to write poems! Around 
the same age, on a road trip, I lost myself in a book in the back seat. Once we arrived at our destination, I 
learned that my mom had driven us through a harrowing storm—of which I was completely unaware! And 
on Saturdays I would sit on my bedroom floor, with a manual typewriter, creating fliers for my imaginary 
literary magazine.

Do these scenarios sound familiar to what’s happening in your family? Then Writers & Books is the 
home away from home for your children—only they don’t have to sneak away to write poems, and the 
publications are real, not imagined. SummerWrite offers over 70 literary-based camps for children and 
teens ages 5-18. Whether your child is a writer or a reader, we have a treasure trove of offerings.

I feel so lucky to have found my literary home at Writers & Books, and I take such great pleasure each 
summer watching young people do the same. Each week of the summer, as students get to know one 
another, I often sense relief from them, that they are surrounded by like-minds: people who want to talk 
about books, and the craft of writing!

Whether your children and teens are interested in drama, poetry, fiction, a popular book series, or a host 
of other literary enticements, you’ll find a fit within SummerWrite. I don’t generally highlight individual 
classes, because I believe every class we offer is of equal quality and value—choosing the right course is 
a matter of individual taste. But I do want to point out two new and unusual offerings that we have this 
year. We are piloting a program off-site, in Victor, at the Lyric Arts Academy (see week 5, My Idea Book!). 
Also, we are offering a professional development class for teachers and homeschooling parents on using 
the Percy Jackson series to excite young writers (see week 4, The Magic Pen: Drawing Out Middle Grade 
Writers with Percy Jackson).

I look forward to seeing you this summer! In the meanwhile, please 
don’t hesitate to get in touch with me if you have any questions.

In the spirit of creativity,

Sally Bittner Bonn
Director of Youth Education
sallyb@wab.org

STAFF
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR
Joseph F. Flaherty 

DIRECTOR OF YOUTH EDUCATION 
AND COMMUNITY OUTREACH
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SUMMERWRITE COORDINATORS
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Spring & Summer youth creative daycamps & workshops
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Writers & Books Promotes Reading 
and Writing as Life-Long Activities for 
People of All Ages and Backgrounds

Writers & Books’ programs 
are made possible by the New 
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Week 5  7/28-8/1
5-7 ¡bienvenidos! Fun With Spanish  AM pg 12
5-7  Magic Tree House Adventure Club  pM pg 12
8-11 My name in print  AM pg 12
8-11  Harry potter Fan Fare (Session Three)  pM pg 13
8-12 My Idea book  AM pg 13
9-12  percy Jackson’s Magic pen  ALL dAy pg 13
12-14 Comedy Improvisation  AM pg 13
12-14  TV Writer’s Table: Collaborative Script Writing  pM pg 13
Teen  Teen Theatre Workshop  ALL dAy pg 13

Week 6  8/4-8
8-11  poetry, pottery, & paper  ALL dAy pg 14
10-12  Telling Tales   ALL dAy pg 14
12-14  My Life, My Words  AM pg 14
12-14 A Hook to Hang a poem on  pM pg 14
14+  Hunger Games   ALL dAy pg 15
14+  Keep It real   ALL dAy pg 15

Week 7  8/11-15
7-9  A Field Guide to Sprites, Goblins... AM pg 15
7-9  Magic Tree House Merlin Mission  pM pg 15
8-11  Myth, Mystery, & Me  ALL dAy pg 15
9-13  Writers & Cooks! Menus for every Meal  AM pg 16
9-13  Writers & Cooks! Around the World  pM pg 16
10-12  Kindred Spirits of Green Gables  AM pg 15
10-12  My Idea book  pM pg 15
14 + experimental Fiction  AM pg 16
14+ My own Monster  pM pg 16

Week 8  8/18-22
8-11 picture This   ALL dAy pg 16
8-11  percy Jackson Greek Myth readers’ Theatre  AM pg 16
8-11  The Hobbit   pM pg 17
10-12 build a book—one Chapter at a Time ALL dAy pg 17
12-14  Fellowship of the ring AM pg 17
12-14 Theatre for Social Change pM pg 17
13-16  produce a 90-Second newbery Movie!  ALL dAy pg 17
14+ Musing Mystics: yoga and Writing AM pg 17
14+ Women & Girls Literature pM pg 17

Week 9  8/25-29
8-12 Write on!   AM pg 18
8-12  Word play Workshop  pM pg 18
12-14  dystopian Literature  AM pg 18
12-14  I Wonder… exploring eternal Questions  pM pg 18
14+  Writing the yA novel AM pg 18
14+ The Conversation We need to Have pM pg 18
HS Seniors College Admissions essays (Session Two)  pM pg 18

Things to Know    pg 2
Instructor bios    pg 19
registration Form    pg 21
donors and Funders    pg 23

Spring
6-12 April break Workshops   pg 6
9-12  young Writers’ Circle   pg 6
teen  Teen Writers’ Circle   pg 6

Week 1  6/30-7/3 (4-day Week)
8-11  Flash Fiction   AM pg 7
8-11  The Secret Lives of Animals  pM pg 7
8-11 Mosaic Theatre: The play’s the Thing!  ALL dAy pg 7
12-14  Graphic novel  AM pg 7
12-14  Getting the Scoop: beginning reporting  pM pg 7
 
Week 2 7/7-11 
6-7  Author/Illustrator Fan Club  AM pg 8
6-7  Step Into reading, Step Into drama  pM pg 8
8-11  Harry potter Fan Fare (Session one)  AM pg 8
8-11  World building   pM pg 8
9-12  produce a 90-Second newbery Movie!  ALL dAy pg 8
12-15  novel Tools  AM pg 8
12-15  dumbledore’s Army  pM pg 8
13-16  Shakespeare’s Stage  ALL dAy pg 9
HS Seniors College Admissions essays (Session one)  pM pg 9

Week 3  7/14-18
6-7  Fairy Tales Around the World  AM pg 9
6-7  A-Z Mystery Theatre  pM pg 9
8-11  Harry potter Fan Fare (Session Two)  AM pg 9
8-11  Meet the Magic dragon  pM pg 9
8-11  riding & Writing  ALL dAy pg 10
12-14  Imagination Collaboration ALL dAy pg 10
14+ Teen Intensive: Fiction  AM pg 10
Teen  Sounding out Art  pM pg 10

Week 4  7/21-25
6-9  The Musical Sandbox  AM pg 10
7-9  Magical Stories & poetry  pM pg 10
8-11  American Girls!  AM pg 11
8-11 young Storytellers  pM pg 11
8-11  Where’s Walden?  ALL dAy pg 11
12-14 outdoor Writer   ALL dAy pg 11
12-14 Fabulism: Writing the Absurd as real  AM pg 11
12-14  Cauldron of Fiction  pM pg 11
14+  Teen Comedy Improvisation  AM pg 12
14+ Finishing: novels and Short Stories pM pg 12
Teen Writing Spaces in Art Spaces  pM pg 12
Adults  professional development: percy Jackson  AM pg 12

summerwrite by week   

stay aLL day!
combine mornings & afternoons
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Ages 5 to 7
WK 5  AM  ¡bienvenidos! Fun With Spanish pg 12
WK 5  pM  Magic Tree House Adventure Club pg 12

Ages 6 to 7
WK 2  AM  Author/Illustrator Fan Club  pg 8
WK 2  pM Step Into reading, Step Into drama pg 8
WK 3  AM  Fairy Tales Around the World    pg 9
WK 3  pM  A-Z Mystery Theatre  pg 9

Ages 7 to 9
WK 4  AM The Musical Sandbox  pg 10
WK 4  pM  Magical Stories & poetry  pg 10
WK 7  AM  A Field Guide to Sprites, Goblins... pg 15
WK 7  pM  Magic Tree House Merlin Mission pg 15

Ages 8 to 11
WK 1  AM  Flash Fiction  pg 7
WK 1  pM  The Secret Lives of Animals  pg 7
WK 1  ALL dAy  Mosaic Theatre: The play’s the Thing! pg 7
WK 2  AM  Harry potter Fan Fare (Session one) pg 8
WK 2  pM  World building  pg 8
WK 3  AM  Harry potter Fan Fare (Session Two) pg 9
WK 3  pM  Meet the Magic dragon  pg 9
WK 3  ALL dAy  riding & Writing  pg 10
WK 4  AM  American Girls!  pg 11
WK 4  pM  young Storytellers  pg 11
WK 4  ALL dAy  Where’s Walden   pg 11
WK 5  AM  My name in print  pg 12
WK 5  pM  Harry potter Fan Fare (Session Three) pg 13
WK 6  ALL dAy  poetry, pottery, & paper  pg 14
WK 8  AM percy Jackson readers’ Theatre pg 16
WK 8  ALL dAy  picture This  pg 16
WK 8  pM  The Hobbit  pg 17

Ages 8 to 12
WK 5 AM My Idea book  pg 13
WK 9  AM  Write on!  pg 18
WK 9  pM  Word play Workshop  pg 18

Ages 9 to 12
WK 2  ALL dAy  produce a 90-Second newbery Movie! pg 8
WK 5 ALL dAy percy Jackson’s Magic pen  pg 13

Ages 9 to 13
WK 7  AM Writers & Cooks! Menus for every Meal pg 16
WK 7  pM  Writers & Cooks! Around the World pg 16

Ages 10 to 12
WK 6  ALL dAy  Telling Tales  pg 14
WK 7  AM  Kindred Spirits of Green Gables  pg 15
WK 7  pM  My Idea book  pg 15
WK 8 ALL dAy build a book—one Chapter at a Time pg 17

summerwrite by age 

doubLe your fun!
sign up with a friend!

Ages 12 to 14
WK 1  AM  Graphic novel  pg 7
WK 1  pM Getting the Scoop: beginning reporting  pg 7
WK 3  ALL dAy  Imagination Collaboration  pg 10
WK 4  ALL dAy  outdoor Writer  pg 11
WK 4  AM  Fabulism: Writing the Absurd as real pg 11
WK 4  pM  Cauldron of Fiction  pg 11
WK 5  AM  Comedy Improvisation   pg 13
WK 5  pM  TV Writer’s Table: Script Writing pg 13
WK 6  AM  My Life, My Words  pg 14
WK 6  pM  A Hook to Hang a poem on  pg 14
WK 8  AM  Fellowship of the ring  pg 17
WK 8  pM  Theatre for Social Change  pg 17
WK 9  AM  dystopian Literature  pg 18
WK 9  pM  I Wonder… exploring eternal Questions pg 18

Ages 12 to 15
WK 2  AM  novel Tools  pg 8
WK 2  pM  dumbledore’s Army  pg 8
 
Ages 13 to 16
WK 2  ALL dAy  Shakespeare’s Stage  pg 9
WK 8  ALL dAy  produce a 90-Second newbery Movie! pg 17

Teens
WK 3  pM  Sounding out Art  pg 10
WK 4  pM  Writing Spaces in Art Spaces  pg 12
WK 5  ALL dAy  Teen Theatre Workshop  pg 13

Ages 14 & Up
WK 3  pM  Teen Intensive: Fiction  pg 10
WK 4  AM  Teen Comedy Improvisation  pg 12
WK 4  pM  Finishing: novels and Short Stories pg 12
WK 6  ALL dAy  Hunger Games  pg 15
WK 6  ALL dAy  Keep It real  pg 15
WK 7  AM experimental Fiction  pg 16
WK 7  pM  My own Monster  pg 16
WK 8  AM  Musing Mystics: yoga and Writing pg 17
WK 8  pM  Women & Girls Literature  pg 17
WK 9 AM Writing the yA novel  pg 18
WK 9 pM  The Conversation We need to Have pg 18

High School Seniors
WK 2  pM  College Admissions essays (Session one) pg 9
WK 9  pM  College Admissions essays (Session Two) pg 18
 
Adults
WK 4  AM  professional development: percy Jackson pg 12
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spring 2014

Ages: 9-12
young writers’ circle
S14-y01
5 Saturdays, 10 am-11:30 am
April 26, May 3, May 31, June 7, June 14
$65 W&b members/$75 General public
Instructor: Lindsay Herko
Join a group of young creative writers who are eager to de-
velop new skills. This course will allow you to dig in, explore 
new approaches to craft, share your work with others, and 
learn to give effective feedback under the guidance of an 
encouraging teacher. Inspiring writing prompts will help 
generate new work, and revision sessions will help turn a 
good piece of work into a great one. We will look at how to 
begin and finish works of fiction that will draw in and delight 
readers, sharpen your skill with words through learning new 
poetic techniques and forms, and try your hand at dramatic 
writing. Optional “fieldwork” assignments will allow you to 
further practice your writing skills.

Ages: 13 & up
teen writers’ circle 
S14-y02
5 Saturdays, 10 am-noon
April 5, 26, May 10, May 31, June 14
$88 W&b members/$100 General public
Instructor: Wendy Low
In this course, avid and accomplished teen writers meet 
to explore new approaches to their craft, give each other 
feedback under the guidance of a published writer, and plot 
world domination—or at least the future domination of the 
publishing industry! Guest speakers and tickets to targeted 
events may be provided according to student needs.

apriL break cLasses
Ages: 6-8 
magic tree house 
adventure club
W14-yr7
FULL WeeK: April 14-18,  9 am-3 pm
$165 W&b Members/$178 General public
Instructor: Marna rossi
Take part in wonderful magical adventures from the Magic 
Tree House Series. Join Annie and Jack as they solve 
problems, help people, and travel around the world and 
through time. Through our exploration of the Magic Tree 
House books, we might visit China, the Swiss Alps, or the 
Australian Outback! We’ll even find out about the great 
Houdini and learn magic tricks to amaze our friends. Like 
Annie and Jack, we will learn about the animals and people 
in each environment we visit. We will read some of the 
stories and act out some of the scenes. We’ll also plan a visit 
to the Eastman House Gardens to get a chance to be one 
with nature, just like Annie and Jack! You will have a chance 
to try your hand at art activities and present a story or skit 
for family and friends on the last day.

Ages: 9-12
a taste of writers & books!
April 14-18,  9 am-3 pm
Full Week: $165 W&b Members/ $178 General 
public (use code W14-y4)
SInGLe dAy: $37 W&b Members/$40 General 
public (see below for codes for individual classes)

monday: word play 
workshop
W14-yL2
Instructor: donna Marbach 
All work and no play makes for a dull writer. Come 
stretch your language brain! We’ll uncover the magic in 
words through fun games and exercises. We’ll play with 
palindromes and anagrams. We’ll expand our vocabularies 
and write special kinds of poems, riddles, and tongue 
twisters! Come, play with words!

tuesday: flash fiction
W14-yF7
Instructor: Judy deCroce
Flash fiction is a short form of writing in which every word 
is essential. These stories have a rhythm and foundation of 
character, setting, and plot. We will learn to hook the reader 
quickly and then, through an unexpected twist, leave the 
reader wanting more. At the end of the day students will go 
home with at least three new pieces of writing!

wednesday: comedy 
improvisation
W14-yd3
Instructor: Julie donofrio
Improvisation is acting without a script, and often includes 
audience participation. Students will learn the basic rules 
of improv, and then a variety of theater games and comedy 
improv games such as those featured on the television 
show, “Whose Line Is it Anyway?” The class will present 
some of their favorite games for family members at the end 
of the day.

thursday: harry potter fan 
fare
W14-yr10
Instructor: Cathy buyer-davis
Spend a day celebrating all things Harry Potter! Write an 
article or two for the Daily Prophet, visit Honeydukes, 
transfigure a dragon, and engage in some fantastical 
wizarding fun, including a Quidditch scrimmage (weather 
permitting).

friday: the urban wild
W14-yG4
Instructor: Angela Cannon-Crothers
Take a nature walk… in the city! Hone your powers of 
observation; notice the vibrant natural world in our own 
urban neighborhood. Learn how to identify wild edibles as 
well as a few bird calls! Use observation, exploration, and 
hands-on activities to create memorable writing about the 
natural world and our place in it.
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Ages: 12-14
getting the scoop: 
beginning reporting
Jy14-n7
AFTernoonS: 1 pm-4 pm, June 30-July 3 (4 days)
$79 W&b Members/$90 General public
Instructor: Amie McLaughlin
Are you curious?  Do you like to meet new people, go to 
new places, and ask questions?  Under the guidance of a 
former editor and freelance journalist, you will learn how 
to write the basic news story, including how to interview, 
write leads, incorporate quotes, write effective headlines, 
be mindful of ethical concerns, and use Associated Press 
Style.  We will read and critique articles from a variety 
of news sources, as well as discuss how technology has 
changed the way we get our news. Heading out into the 
Neighborhood of the Arts, we’ll find news and conduct 
interviews, and write, revise, and proofread articles.  At the 
end of the class, we will showcase our work in a newsletter. 

Ages: 8-11
mosaic theatre: the play’s 
the thing!
Jy14-d10
ALL dAy: 9 am-4 pm, June 30-July 3 (4 days)
$168 W&b Members/$188 General public
Instructor: Almeta Whitis
In this writing and performance class, students will 
learn five basic types of plays (comedy, tragedy, drama, 
melodrama, ritual), determine the plot for their own 
one-act play, create and write scenes, create and develop 
characters and action, and present a performance 
comprised of a variety of elements: a “mosaic” of their 
scenes. They will learn how to use their bodies as 
instruments in the art of theatre, learn lines and develop 
public speaking and acting skills, engage in reflection and 
critique activities, and take part in creative work that both 
respects and challenges them. Let’s put on a play!

Ages: 12-14
graphic novel
Jy14-A3
MornInGS: 9 am-noon, June 30-July 3 (4 days)
$79 W&b Members/$90 General public
Instructor: Jason yungbluth
Cartooning and storytelling are popular pursuits for 
young adults. Professional cartoonist Jason Yungbluth 
will introduce his students to the fundamentals of graphic 
storytelling, using the works of many popular and cutting- 
edge creators in the comics field. Students will learn the 
basics of good cartooning as well as how to write the story 
that goes with the pictures.

Ages: 8-11
flash fiction
Jy14-F7
MornInGS: 9 am-noon, June 30-July 3 (4 days)
$79 W&b Members/$90 General public
Instructor: Judy deCroce
Flash fiction is a short form of writing in which every word 
is essential. These stories have a rhythm and foundation 
of character, setting, and plot. We will learn to hook the 
reader quickly and then, through an unexpected twist, 
leave the reader wanting more. In writing our own pieces, 
we will analyze the power of words, and learn to be 
concise. Editing is a key component, as is feedback from 
peers and the teacher.

Ages: 8-11
the secret Lives of animals
Jy14-F21
AFTernoonS: 1 pm-4 pm, June 30-July 3 (4 days)
$79 W&b Members/$90 General public
Instructor: Caren pita
From the talking beasts of Narnia, to Warrior cats, to the 
falcon Frightful, animal characters fill youth fiction with 
adventure, both realistic and fantastic. We’ll share our 
favorite animal stories and write some of our own. We’ll 
make the kinds of choices authors face when writing 
animal characters: to anthropomorphize (make like 
humans) or not? Can they talk with each other, with other 
animals, with humans? How will they interact with human 
characters, if any? How will human readers relate to them? 
How do we get the facts we need, and then decide whether 
to use them or not? Students will produce an anthology as 
a final project.

week 1 June 30- JuLy 3
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Ages: 8-11
harry potter fan fare 
(session one)
Jy14-r10
MornInGS: 9 am-noon, July 7-11
$104 W&b Members/$115 General public
Instructor: Cathy buyer-davis
Re-visit the world of Hogwarts with other Harry Potter fans. 
During the week, we’ll be sorted into houses, enjoy a round 
of Quidditch, play some Harry Potter-inspired Muggle 
games, visit the gardens at the George Eastman House 
for an herbology lesson, and enjoy a special Hogwarts-
inspired visit from the ZooMobile. Spin a tale with Beedle 
the Bard, write for the Daily Prophet, learn a bit about 
Quidditch through the ages, mix up some potions, and join 
in our magical world.

Ages: 8-11
world building
Jy14-F23
AFTernoonS: 1 pm-4 pm, July 7-11
$99 W&b Members/$110 General public
Instructors: rylie day and Lindsay Herko
Who is the world’s second tallest man and how does he 
ride a bike or go shopping? What household objects do 
the miniature people in the classic book The Borrowers 
repurpose to create lives similar to our own? How does 
one get from the world of everyday life into a fantastical 
world—is it through a magic wardrobe, like in The 
Chronicles of Narnia? How might distant planets see the 
earth and tell a story about its inhabitants? Join us for 
an exploration of surprising worlds, big and small! Learn 
new perspectives from which to build in-depth worlds in 
your creative writing. Together we will investigate classic 
tales of unconventional peoples and how stories are told. 
Every student will create the building blocks for a fictional 
world, which could include a map, “rules” for the world, 
characters, illustrations, and the beginnings of stories. 
We’ll share our creations with family and friends on Friday!

Ages: 6-7
author/illustrator fan club
Jy14-A1
MornInGS: 9 am-noon, July 7-11
$99 W&b Members/$110 General public
Instructor: Jason yungbluth
Youngsters who love storybooks will love them even more 
after they enter the world of their favorite creators! Each 
day, instructor Jason Yungbluth will treat students to a new 
story from a popular children’s book author, then lead them 
through creative artistic projects based on the art and story 
from the day’s author. There will be lots of different crafts, 
with plenty of room for the children to explore their writing 
and artistic talents. At the end of the week, students will go 
home with their own new illustrations and writings. 

Ages: 6-7
step into reading, step 
into drama
Jy14-d18
AFTernoonS: 1 pm-4 pm, July 7-11
$99 W&b Members/$110 General public
Instructor: Marna rossi
Act out the stories of your favorite characters from the 
Step into Reading series. We will learn how to create 
exciting scenes like those in the series. You will find out 
how your voice and actions bring characters to life and tell 
a story. We will play drama games to learn acting skills. 
You will learn to bring a readers theatre script to life and 
make props for your skit. On the final day, we will act out a 
readers theatre skit from the Step into Reading books. 

Ages: 9-12
produce a 90-second 
newbery movie!
Jy14-V3
ALL dAy: 9 am-3:30 pm, July 7-11
$208 W&b Members/$228 General public
Instructors: Joshua bloodworth, rajesh barnabas, 
and rashida Washington
noTe: Meets at rCTV, 21 Gorham Street
Over the course of this week-long class, students transform 
into cast and crew to make their own short movie based on 
a Newbery Medal-winning book. You will learn how to run 
cameras, set up lights, operate audio equipment, direct, and 
edit. Oh, did we mention you’ll be the writers and stars of 
the movie too? We’ll have a red carpet premier for family and 
friends on the last day of camp and the finished movie will 
be submitted to the 90-Second Newbery Film Festival held 
in New York City. Find out more about the film fest at http://
jameskennedy.com/90-second-newbery.

Ages: 12-15
novel tools
Jy14-F25
MornInGS: 9 am-noon, July 7-11
$99 W&b Members/$110 General public
Instructor: Wendy Low
Whether you aspire to write fantasy, science fiction, historical, 
or contemporary realist novels, you’ll want to develop the 
skills and discover the tools that successful novelists use 
to bring their stories to life from intriguing beginnings to 
satisfying conclusions. We will focus on choosing point of 
view, developing complex characters, compelling setting and 
atmosphere, and creating and sustaining interest through 
conflicts with important stakes, suspense, and surprise. 
We will also look at the use of dialogue and the creation of 
different voices for different characters. You will leave the 
week with a novel well started, a plan for finishing it, and a 
bundle of tools and insights for becoming a novelist!

Ages: 12-15
dumbledore’s army 
Jy14-r19
AFTernoonS: 1 pm-4 pm, July 7-11
$99 W&b Members/$110 General public
Instructor: Cathy buyer-davis
Harry Potter fans unite! Celebrate your ever loyal Pottermania. 
Charms, divination, defense against the dark arts, potions, 
and of course, Quidditch scrimmages. Explore the themes of 
good versus evil, growing up, courage, grace under pressure, 
and friendship as we meet and celebrate all that is part of the 
magical world of Harry Potter. 

“this was a great boost for 
summertime creativity and writing. 
my daughter was up until 11 pm the 
last few nights writing her own harry 

potter stories.”
  —parent of a SummerWrite participant

week 2 JuLy 7-11

Calling All 
Teen Writers! 

submissions are now open for canvas Lit— 
writers & books’ quarterly teen

 literary magazine! 

We are seeking writers between the ages of 
13-18 to submit up to two pieces in 

the following categories: fiction, poetry, flash 
fiction, and creative nonfiction. 

each submission must be accompanied by a 
short author bio including age, grade, 

and contact information as well as 
an optional photo. 

For more information, visit our website at 
canvasliteraryjournal.com. 
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Ages: 8-11
harry potter fan fare 
(session two)
Jy14-r20
MornInGS: 9 am-noon, July 14-18
$104 W&b Members/$115 General public
Instructor: Cathy buyer-davis
Re-visit the world of Hogwarts with other Harry Potter 
fans. During the week, we’ll be sorted into houses, enjoy a 
round of Quidditch, play some Harry Potter-inspired Muggle 
games, visit the gardens at the George Eastman House for an 
herbology lesson, and enjoy a special Hogwarts-inspired visit 
from the ZooMobile. Spin a tale with Beedle the Bard, write 
for the Daily Prophet, learn a bit about Quidditch through the 
ages, mix up some potions, and join in our magical world.

Ages: 8-11
meet the magic dragon
Jy14-M3
AFTernoonS: 1 pm-4 pm, July 14-18
$99 W&b Members/$110 General public
Instructor: donna Marbach
Are you a serious writer or artist? Would you like to see your 
work in print?  This workshop provides a real opportunity for 
advanced students to have work considered for publication in 
The Magic Dragon—an award-winning, local art and literary 
magazine for young people. Each student will receive a 
complimentary copy of The Magic Dragon to see first-hand 
examples of previously selected works, and read its “how-to” 
articles on writing or producing quality artwork in fun ways. 
The goal for each participant is to complete and submit one 
or more publishable pieces of writing and/or art by the end of 
the workshop. While actual publication cannot be guaranteed, 
special attention will be given to reviewing guidelines for and 
then sending submissions.  Students should come to this 
workshop with a strong interest and good skills in writing 
and/or illustration.

Ages: 13-16
shakespeare’s stage
Jy14-d14
ALL dAy: 9 am-4 pm, July 7-11
$198 W&b Members/$220 General public
Instructor: Sally bittner bonn
Calling young thespians! We’ll spend the week walking 
into the world of William Shakespeare. We’ll gather some 
background information about his life and times and 
learn the secrets to his use of language. We’ll play theatre 
games, take an in-depth look at one of his plays, and even 
learn how to ward off the curse of The Scottish Play! Come, 
let’s cook up some chaos, incite some sibling rivalry, get 
serious about comedy, look lightly at tragedy, and create 
some conflict as we construct a performance of our own!

Ages: High School Seniors
writing your college 
admissions essays 
(session one)
Jy14-b1
AFTernoonS: 1 pm-4 pm, July 7-11
$99 W&b Members/$110 General public
Instructor: Wendy Low
Learn to write impressive essays for admission 
applications, the kind that wow admissions officers by 
what you say and how you say it, and that advertise you: 
creative, curious, intelligent, hard-working, and involved. 
We will analyze the six options for the Common Application 
personal essay and examine some common traps each 
essay question can set for you. You should also bring any 
specific essay questions from schools to which you want 
to apply. We will practice with the real thing and give each 
other feedback. By Thursday, you will turn in or email a 
complete draft of an essay. Follow-up feedback with the 
instructor will be scheduled individually for Friday.

Ages: 6-7
fairy tales around the 
world
Jy14-r14
MornInGS: 9 am-noon, July 14-18
$99 W&b Members/$110 General public
Instructor: Kristen Zory King
Wish you could travel around the world? At Writers & Books 
you can! Come listen to stories and poems from cultures 
near and far—we’ll read French, German, Canadian, and 
African fairy tales, among others, learning about their 
culture and a little bit of their language! We will celebrate 
our diversity while exploring literature. Participants are 
encouraged to bring a story from their own background to 
share. We’ll even create our own fairy tales complete with 
unique fairytale heroes and monsters!

Ages 6-7 
a-Z mystery theatre
Jy14-d20
AFTernoonS: 1 pm-4 pm, July 14-18
$99 W&b Members/$110 General public
Instructor: Marna rossi
Gather clues and follow leads with Dink, Josh, and 
Ruth Rose, a team of young sleuths. Read about their 
adventures as they unravel mysteries in their hometown, 
Green Lawn, and on trips around the country. If you enjoy 
suspense, action, and solving puzzles, you will enjoy the 
capers of this team. We will find out how mystery stories 
are made. Using our senses, we will explore spooky 
sounds, puzzling places, and cryptic characters. We’ll look 
into books such as The Runaway Horse and The Missing 
Mummy and A-Z super editions such as Castle Crime. We 
will act out scenes from the stories and create our own 
mystery theatre scenes. On the last day, we will act out a 
mystery story for family and friends.

week 3 JuLy 14-18week 2 JuLy 7-11

“this class has helped 
me get over my fear of 

sharing my work.”
—SummerWrite participant
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Ages: 8-11
riding & writing
Jy14-M11
ALL dAy: 9 am-4 pm, July 14-18
$298 W&b Members/$320 General public
Instructor: Lisa Johnson
Horseback riding and creative writing combined! We’ll spend 
the full day Tuesday and Thursday at Double G Ranch in 
Bergen (transportation from W&B will be provided), working 
with real horses! We’ll learn horse care and riding skills. 
Monday, Wednesday, and Friday will be spent at Writers & 
Books making our own horse-inspired journals, recording our 
equine experiences, learning horse terminology, and creating 
horse-centered pieces of writing. On Friday we’ll have a 
reading of our new works.

Ages: 12-14
imagination collaboration: 
music, writing, & theatre
Jy14-d13
ALL dAy: 9 am-4 pm, July 14-18
$255 W&b Members and rCSM students/$275 
General public
Instructors: esther rogers with Alexa Scott-Flaherty
In this unique collaboration between Writers & Books and 
the Rochester Contemporary School of Music, students 
will have the opportunity to be the writers, musicians, 
performers, and co-creators of their own dramatic work. The 
week will begin with an exploration of visual arts outdoors 
in the Neighborhood of the Arts. Using inspiration from 
what they discover, students will begin to build their own 
piece of performance-oriented work. With the direction of 
cellist Esther Rogers and actor/director Alexa Scott-Flaherty, 
young musicians, actors, and writers will come together 
to build a unique project while also developing skills in 
performance, group communication, musicianship, acting, 
writing, sensitivity, creativity, and improvisation. Each day 
will be spent in creative exercises and games. Come and be 
part of a complete creative transformation from the very first 
idea to a final performance at the end of camp! Students may 
come with a discipline in mind that they want to focus on 
(music, acting, or writing) but should be willing to try all three. 
Musicians must have at least one year of music lessons or two 
years of ensemble experience. 

Ages: 6-9
the musical sandbox
Jy14-M22
MornInGS: 9 am-noon, July 21-25
$99 W&b Members/$110 General public
Instructors: deb Murray and esther rogers 
Come and play in the Musical Sandbox—a place full of 
fun where you can explore sounds and letters, music and 
writing! In the Musical Sandbox we will learn to sing using 
the Kodály Method of solfege (hand gestures), play rhythm 
and word games, and learn to create our own imaginative 
songs and poems. We will build our creative confidence 
with vocabulary and social skills through acting games, 
reading books together, and singing. The musical sandbox 
is for everyone: those just learning to write letters as well 
as advanced readers/spellers. 

Ages: 7-9
magical stories & poetry
Jy14-p9
AFTernoonS: 1 pm-4 pm, July 21-25
$99 W&b Members/$110 General public
Instructor: Marna rossi
In this magical workshop, we’ll read and listen to fantastical 
poems and stories about mythical creatures like fairies, 
sprites, elves, merfolk, giants, ogres, dragons, and trolls. 
We’ll discover many poetic forms: acrostic, concrete, haiku, 
free verse, couplets, and more! With your imagination, 
create your own stories or poems about magical creatures 
and their worlds. We’ll illustrate our work and try our hands 
at fairy crafts. We will explore Eastman House Gardens for 
fairy sightings. On the last day, you’ll have the chance to 
present your story or act out your poetry for family and 
friends.

Ages: 14 & up
teen intensive: fiction
Jy14-F14
MornInGS: 9 am-12:45 pm, July 14-18
$152 W&b Members/$165 General public
Instructor: nina Alvarez
Serious teen writers, are you ready to take your short 
stories to the next level? From a place of inspiration and 
openness, learn how to find and develop the ideas that 
hook you as the writer. Then, through discussion of the 
elements of great storytelling and peer workshopping, 
learn techniques for hooking your reader as well. There will 
be more in-class hours than our typical half-day classes in 
order to provide the in-depth focus and feedback you are 
looking for. 

Ages: Teen
sounding out art
Jy14-p10
AFTernoonS: 1 pm-4 pm, July 14-18
$99 W&b Members/$110 General public
Instructor: Kitty Jospé
Calling all poets who are inspired by the visual arts! Calling 
art afficionados who love words! We will explore the way 
poetry and art can have conversations with one another 
and play with our eyes and imagination. Over the week, 
we will be lyric sleuths collecting details: words from Poets 
Walk; implied narratives from sculpture in Centennial Park; 
how wind, shadow, and moods of summer sun influence 
what we see. Mid-week, we will visit the Memorial Art 
Gallery to explore art from all time periods and parts of the 
world. Using techniques learned throughout the week, we 
will translate each of these experiences with art and the 
environment into our writing.

week 4 JuLy 21-25week 3 JuLy 14-18

“everyone worked well 
together with a great 

group dynamic.”
—SummerWrite participant



  1
1 

  |
   

  S
u

m
m

er
w

r
it

e 
 2

01
4 

cl
a

SS
eS

 &
 w

o
rk

Sh
o

pS
   

   
|  

   
to

 r
eg

iS
te

r 
ca

ll
 4

73
-2

59
0 

 X
10

7

Ages: 8-11
where’s walden?
Jy14-G1
ALL dAy: 9 am-4 pm, July 21-25
If meeting the class at the Gell Center:
$198 W&b members/$220 General public
If attending from 740 University Avenue:
$298 W&b members/$320 General public
Instructors: Angela Cannon-Crothers 
& edgar brown
noTe: Held at the Gell Center of the Finger Lakes. 
A van will run from 740 University Ave (Writers & 
books) in rochester leaving promptly at 8 am and 
returning at 5 pm
Summertime, sunshine, green rolling hills, wildlife, and 
you! Spend a week communing with the writer within you 
at our retreat in the Bristol Hills. Explore with professional 
writers and naturalists along the Finger Lakes Trail, and 
observe the natural environment around you. We will try a 
variety of natural arts activities, both ancient and modern. 
We will each create field journals in which to sketch, write 
stories, dramatic monologues, and poems probing the 
past, present, and future of the landscape, plants, and 
animals before us. Our favorite pieces will be used to 
create an all-camp anthology. Please dress to hike, and 
pack a bag lunch each day. If you have your own camera, 
please bring that as well! An optional evening campfire 
circle and sleepover will be held on Thursday. Some 
activities will overlap with the Outdoor Writer students.

Ages: 12-14
outdoor writer
Jy14-G2
ALL dAy: 9 am-4 pm, July 21-25
If meeting the class at the Gell Center:
$198 W&b members/$220 General public
If attending from 740 University Avenue:
$298 W&b members/$320 General public
Instructors: Angela Cannon-Crothers 
& edgar brown
noTe: Held at the Gell Center of the Finger Lakes. 
A van will run from 740 University Ave (Writers & 
books) in rochester leaving promptly at 8 am and 
returning at 5 pm
Summertime, sunshine, green rolling hills, wildlife, and 
you! Spend a week communing with the writer within you 
at our retreat in the Bristol Hills. Explore with professional 
writers and naturalists along the Finger Lakes Trail, and 
observe the natural environment around you. We will try a 
variety of natural arts activities, both ancient and modern. 
We will each create field journals in which to sketch, write 
stories, dramatic monologues, and poems probing the 
past, present, and future of the landscape, plants, and 
animals before us. Our favorite pieces will be used to 
create an all-camp anthology. Please dress to hike, and 
pack a bag lunch each day. If you have your own camera, 
please bring that as well! An optional evening campfire 
circle and sleepover will be held on Thursday. Some 
activities will overlap with the Where’s Walden students.

Ages: 8-11
american girls!
Jy14-M17
MornInGS: 9 am-noon, July 21-25
$99 W&b Members/$110 General public
Instructor: Cathy buyer-davis
Writing, reading, style, and history—one girl at a time. 
This course celebrates not only the American Girl dolls and 
magazine, but the literature and history of American Girls. 
Visit different times in America’s history with the girls through 
portions of the American Girl series, non-fiction text, arts, 
crafts, games, food, and music. Learn about the history of 
the dolls themselves, and what prompted Pleasant Rowland 
to create them in the first place. We’ll also learn about the 
literature connected to American Girls featuring authors 
like Connie Porter, Valerie Tripp, Ann Martin, and Laurence 
Yep. And we’ll explore the two main genres of American Girl 
literature: historical and realistic fiction. We will work on 
creating both group and independent stories in these two 
genres. Owning a doll is NOT required. Remember: every girl 
is already an American Girl!

Ages: 8-11
young storytellers
Jy14-M20
AFTernoonS: 1 pm-4 pm, July 21-25
$99 W&b Members/$110 General public
Instructor: Judy deCroce
The art of storytelling is important for confidence in any 
presentation. This class will introduce skills needed to 
perform and engage an audience. We will practice a variety of 
techniques to deliver a story: voice, body language, and facial 
expressions. We will learn to really make a story come alive in 
the telling. With help from the instructor students will choose 
the stories they will learn to tell. At the end of the week we’ll 
show off our new skills in a final presentation for our family 
and friends.

Ages: 12-14
fabulism: writing the 
absurd as real
Jy14-F5
MornInGS: 9 am-noon, July 21-25
$99 W&b Members/$110 General public
Instructor: Melissa M. Slocum
Do you like creating weird stories? Are you interested in 
odd plots and characters and places that you don’t see 
in other books? Do you like placing absurd things in real 
life situations? Then you like fabulist writing—where the 
weird enters our human world. We will write strange stories 
where you could have a person living with chickens or 
where trees talk to each other. We will try different earthly 
settings and creatures to help you build unique and absurd 
stories—each its own new form. We’ll even explore Mt. 
Hope Cemetery in order to bend our imagination toward 
new realms of ideas.

Ages: 12-14
cauldron of fiction
Jy14-F6
AFTernoonS: 1 pm-4 pm, July 21-25
$99 W&b Members/$110 General public
Instructor: Wendy Low
Why is so much fantasy set in some magical version of 
the Middle Ages, with castles and cottages, princes and 
peasants, knights and quests? Because the Middle Ages 
are fascinating! We will study strong kingdoms of the 
actual 13th and 14th centuries in three cultures: England 
under Edward III; Mali (Central West Africa) under Mansa 
Musa; and China under the first Ming Emperor, Hong. Then 
we will develop our own fantastical kingdoms based on 
medieval elements and our imaginations. We’ll draw maps, 
architecture, fashions, beasts, and plants. We’ll know what 
classes of men and women exist and how each contributes 
to the common welfare. We’ll decide what the climate is 
like, what our relations are like with neighbors, and what 
rules, laws, and beliefs govern society. Finally, we’ll write 
stories from our own well-imagined “Far Away and Long 
Ago.”

week 4 JuLy 21-25

Did you know?
We also offer school 
break and Saturday 

workshops year-round!
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Ages: Teen
writing spaces in art 
spaces
Jy14-A13
AFTernoonS: 1 pm-4 pm, July 21-25
$99 W&b Members/$110 General public
Instructor: Kitty Jospé
Using the Art Walk and the Memorial Art Gallery Sculpture 
Park students will examine arrangement of space and 
then apply it to writing. What happens in the white space 
between paragraphs and stanzas? How do we suspend, 
draw out, speed up lines? We will use landscaping and 
art as a stage to create scenarios and dialogues. We will 
“frame” ideas using different points of view, inspired by 
what we see, as well as by arranging words on the page. 
Using different craft elements from poetry, we will explore 
different patterns and methods that reflect line, color, 
texture, rhythm, tone. Each participant will finish the week 
having written several innovative new pieces.

Ages: 5-7
¡bienvenidos! fun with 
spanish
Jy14-L1
MornInGS: 9 am-noon, July 28-August 1
$99 W&b Members/$110 General public
Instructor: Henry I. padrón Morales
If you want to explore the Spanish language in a fun and 
creative way, this is the course for you! We will learn 
the language through songs, games, African Caribbean 
drumming, and multi-media. A walking field trip to the 
public market will help us learn our food words with stops 
at many vendor booths in the market, including Juan and 
Maria’s Empanada Stop. This week-long experience with 
Spanish promises great excitement. Families will be invited 
to a final fiesta on the last day!

Ages: 5-7
magic tree house 
adventure club
Jy14-r7
AFTernoonS: 1 pm-4 pm, July 28-August 1
$99 W&b Members/$110 General public
Instructor: Marna rossi
Take part in wonderful magical adventures from the 
Magic Tree House series. Join Annie and Jack as they solve 
problems, help people, and travel around the world and 
through time. Through our exploration of the Magic Tree 
House books, we might visit China, the Swiss Alps, or the 
Australian Outback! Like Annie and Jack, we will learn 
about the animals and people in each environment we 
visit. We will read some of the stories and act out some of 
the scenes. We’ll also plan a visit to the Eastman House 
Gardens for a chance to be one with nature, just like Annie 
& Jack! You will have a chance to try your hand at art 
activities and present a story or skit for family and friends 
on the last day.

Ages: 8-11
my name in print
Jy14-M7
MornInGS: 9 am-noon, July 28-August 1
$99 W&b Members/$110 General public
Instructor: MJ Iuppa
Write, write, write! We will spend the first part of the course 
producing poems, stories, journal entries, and creative 
essays through imaginative writing prompts. Participants 
will be encouraged to try all genres, but will focus on the 
one(s) they feel most passionately about. Participants 
will learn to make the most of their writing by sharpening 
their editing and revising skills. Then they will select their 
favorite work, which will become part of a class anthology. 
By the end, we will celebrate our writing with a reading and 
our publication. Each participant will receive a copy of the 
book they helped create.

Ages: 14 & up
teen comedy improvisation
Jy14-d23
MornInGS: 9 am-noon, July 21-25
$99 W&b Members/$110 General public
Instructor: Julie donofrio
Have you ever seen the television show Whose Line Is It 
Anyway? and thought, “I’d like to do that?” Here’s your 
chance! Comedy improvisation is the art of acting without 
a script. You will try many theatre games, sometimes 
plugging in audience suggestions, with the result being 
at best hilarious and at the least entertaining. In this 
experiential workshop students will learn the craft of 
comedy improvisation through playing warm-up and group-
building games, skill-building theatre games, and finally the 
improv sketches themselves. Students will enhance their 
communication skills, creative problem-solving abilities, and 
boost confidence in public speaking, all while having fun 
in a supportive atmosphere designed for experienced and 
inexperienced improvisers. Students will learn to trust and 
support their fellow players and learn to ask the audience 
for suggestions of how to create scenes, along with brief 
characterization, projection, and timing. There will be a 
presentation for friends and families on Friday.

Ages: 14 & up
finishing: the art of 
completing novels and 
short stories
Jy14-F10
AFTernoonS: 1 pm-4 pm, July 21-25
$99 W&b Members/$110 General public
Instructor: Melissa M. Slocum
Do you have trouble finishing some of your stories or novels? 
You love the characters and the concepts, but you just can’t 
think of a way to get to the end? In this class, we will work on 
completing those pieces you’re stuck on. Feel free to bring in 
fantasy stories, mysteries, dramas, teen romance, or whatever 
genre interests you. Through many writing exercises, you will 
generate new ideas to move your words into well-rounded 
characters and more complete plot arcs. Please bring with you 
at least two stories or several novel chapters to work on.

week 5 JuLy 28-aug 1week 4 JuLy 21-25

Professional Development 
Workshop for Teachers

the magic pen: drawing 
out middle grade writers 
with percy Jackson 
Jy14-pd1
MornInGS: 9:30 am-noon, July 21-25
$150 W&b Members/$165 General public
Instructor: Wendy Low
At the ages of ten through thirteen, children can be 
coming into their own as writers and celebrating their 
proximity to adult competencies. An experienced 
teacher and writer will demonstrate how to evoke 
student writing from even reluctant writers and to 
guide them in attempting new habits and techniques. 
The specific curriculum we will work through is most 
relevant to 6th grade ELA and Social Studies, which 
has an expeditionary learning module devoted to 
the relationship of the first Percy Jackson book 
to the Hero’s Journey, Greek myths, and classical 
Greek culture.  But the underlying approaches and 
techniques, including research, analysis and imitation 
of exemplars, guided meditation, use of all senses, 
visualization through arts, sharing for feedback, 
and working towards publication or performance, 
are applicable from the moment a child can write. 
Homeschooling parents are also welcome.

“i met new friends and 
new words.”

—SummerWrite participant
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Ages: 12-14
tv writer’s table: 
collaborative script writing
Jy14-M18
AFTernoonS: 1 pm-4 pm, July 28-August 1
$99 W&b Members/$110 General public
Instructor: nina Alvarez
Urban Fantasy, sometimes called “Modern Fantasy,” 
combines fantasy conventions with a modern setting. Do 
you love shows like The Vampire Diaries, Charmed, Teen 
Wolf, Beauty and the Beast, or Buffy the Vampire Slayer? 
These are all Urban Fantasy. Join other teens at the “writers 
table” to map out one season of a great show in which 
characters face supernatural conflicts (the guy I like is a 
werewolf!) as well as normal ones (I am super awkward and 
can’t talk to him anyway). This class is a lot of fun and will 
help you learn how to use storytelling logic while testing 
your ideas against a room of your peers.

Ages: Teen
teen theatre workshop
Jy14-d16
ALL dAy: 9 am-4 pm, July 28-August 1
$198 W&b Members/$220 General public
Instructors: Alexa Scott-Flaherty 
& Caedra Scott-Flaherty
How do you write a play? How does a play move from the 
page to the stage? What is the role of the director in relation 
to the playwright and the actors? In this collaborative class, 
you will get to wear all three hats—playwright, actor, and 
director—as we create a series of short plays. After learning 
techniques from a professional actress and published 
playwright, you will write believable dialogue, create 
memorable characters, stage entertaining scenes, and play 
lots of theatre games. This class will culminate in a final 
performance.

Ages: 8-11
harry potter fan fare 
(session three)
Jy14-r30
AFTernoonS: 1 pm-4 pm, July 28-August 1
$104 W&b Members/$115 General public
Instructor: Cathy buyer davis
Re-visit the world of Hogwarts with other Harry Potter 
fans. During the week, we’ll be sorted into houses, enjoy a 
round of Quidditch, play some Harry Potter-inspired Muggle 
games, visit the gardens at the George Eastman House for an 
herbology lesson, and enjoy a special Hogwarts-inspired visit 
from the ZooMobile. Spin a tale with Beedle the Bard, write 
for the Daily Prophet, learn a bit about Quidditch through the 
ages, mix up some potions, and join in our magical world.

Ages: 8-12
my idea book
Jy14-MV1
MornInGS: 9 am-noon, July 28-August 1
$99 W&b Members & Lyric Arts Students/$110 
General public
Instructor: donna Marbach
noTe: This class will be located at the Lyric Arts 
Academy, 90 east Main Street, in Victor
Artists carry sketchbooks to capture ideas with drawings. 
Writers carry journals to capture thoughts and experiences 
with words.  In this class, we are going to gather both pictures 
and words in our own special “idea books” in order to explore 
ways in which art and words can work together. We will take 
walks to capture images in both sketches and words. We 
will experiment with both illustration and writing by trying 
different drawing and painting techniques, and with words by 
responding to prompts and exercises. We will explore some 
special projects (e.g. collage and concrete poetry) to find 
different ways we can use art and words in combinations to 
communicate our ideas or feelings. 

Ages: 9-12
percy Jackson’s magic pen
Jy14-r6
ALL dAy: 9 am-4 pm, July 28-August 1
$198 W&b Members/$220 General public
Instructor: Wendy Low
Percy Jackson is mighty with his sword, and his creator, 
Rick Riordan, is mighty with his pen. Uncover and try the 
methods used to weave a siren spell on you as a reader! 
You must prepare by reading the first two books of the 
series. We will mine them for models: of how to develop 
vivid characters, of how to hold readers across chapter 
breaks, and of the benefits of borrowing story elements 
from past literature. We’ll craft beautiful sentences and 
humorous wisecracks like those in Percy’s narration. 
Meanwhile, we’ll enjoy examining ancient Greek culture: 
we’ll attempt some Greek literary forms, explore the 
Berkeley Gallery of Ancient Art, try on tunics and helmets, 
design our own hoplite shields, and concoct ambrosia! We 
will also look at how we borrow from ancient Greece in our 
language, government, culture, architecture, and art—to 
see that ancient Greece still lives, in us.

Ages: 12-14
comedy improvisation
Jy14-d3
MornInGS: 9 am-noon, July 28-August 1
$99 W&b Members/$110 General public
Instructor: Julie donofrio
Have you ever seen the television show Whose Line Is It 
Anyway? and thought, “I’d like to do that?” Here’s your 
chance! Comedy improvisation is the art of acting without 
a script. You will try many theatre games, sometimes 
plugging in audience suggestions, with the result being 
at best hilarious and at the least entertaining. In this 
experiential workshop students will learn the craft of 
comedy improvisation through playing warm-up and 
group-building games, skill-building theatre games, and 
finally the improv sketches themselves. Students will 
enhance their communication skills, creative problem-
solving abilities, and boost confidence in public speaking 
all while having fun in a supportive atmosphere designed 
for experienced and inexperienced improvisers. Students 
will learn to trust and support their fellow players and 
learn to ask the audience for suggestions of how to create 
scenes, along with brief characterization, projection, and 
timing. There will be a presentation for friends and families 
on Friday.

Scholarships 
available

Writers & Books is committed to  
making our programs available to all  

members of the community.
We offer partial and full scholarships  

based on need.   

Contact Kristen Zory King
473-2590 x110

kristenk@wab.org

week 5 JuLy 28-aug 1

“i loved recollecting my 
thoughts, ideas, and stories 

to people who share the 
same interests.”
—SummerWrite participant
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Ages: 12-14
a hook to hang a poem on 
Jy14-p12
AFTernoonS: 1 pm-4 pm, August 4-8
$99 W&b Members/$110 General public
Instructor: Caren pita
This class is all about poetic forms, including sestinas, 
villanelles, sonnets, and even the alliterative forms used 
in the oldest of known English poetry. It’s not all about 
rhymes, although we will try our hand at demanding rhyme 
patterns, but rather about the surprising creativity that 
grows inside a form with strict limitations. We will engage 
with patterns of repeated sound, repeated words and 
phrases, pauses, syllable count, and syllabic stresses, 
learning the vocabulary necessary as we go. Students will 
choose whether to produce an individual chapbook or 
group anthology as a final project. 

Ages: 12-14
my Life, my words
Jy14-n9
MornInGS: 9 am-noon, August 4-8
$99 W&b Members/$110 General public
Instructor: deb Murray
By now, you’ve seen a lot of what life has to offer—the good, 
the bad, the exciting, and the worrisome. Why not write about 
it before it flies out of your head and is gone forever? Write 
about all of your fun and funny friends, your favorite summer 
place, or your least favorite restaurant (and the time you 
found a gruesome insect in the potatoes). Your experiences 
can become essays, memoirs, or even the basis for fiction. 
Write about your worst vacation, favorite relative, scariest 
moment, proudest achievement, and earliest memory. Tell 
the story of your life—the story that’s yours and yours alone. 
Join us for a week of creativity and memory. We’ll prevent your 
original ideas from slipping into the outer atmosphere by 
collecting them in an anthology to take home.

Ages: 8-11
poetry, pottery, & paper
Jy14-A9
ALL dAy: 9 am-4 pm, August 4-8
$225 W&b and GCAe Members/$245 General 
public
Instructors: MJ Iuppa and Kate Whorton
In this collaboration between Writers & Books and the 
Genesee Center for the Arts and Education, you’ll have 
a unique opportunity to merge visual arts with creative 
writing. You will use a press mold to create a ceramic book, 
write pottery-inspired poems, interview real artists, make 
paper, and use a letterpress to print the words you have 
written. This workshop will be a real hands-on experience 
taught by professional artists and writers at both the 
Genesee Center for the Arts (on Monroe Ave in the old fire 
station) and at Writers & Books (on University Ave in the 
old police station)! On Friday there will be an art show and 
poetry reading for your friends and families.

Ages: 10-12
telling tales
ALL dAy: 9 am-4 pm, August 4-8
$240 W&b and MAG members/$265 general public
Instructors: Caedra Scott-Flaherty & John Kastner
noTe: To register, please call the Creative 
Workshop: (585) 276-8959
In this exciting collaboration between Writers & Books and 
the Creative Workshop, you’ll create your own characters 
and explore your own story ideas while learning at the 
hand of a master writer and a master artist. You’ll learn 
the tools of the trade—how to illustrate an idea, choose 
a fitting style, and draw things you don’t know how to 
draw—and learn the basics of plot, character, and setting— 
all using juicy language. At the end of the week, you’ll take 
home your own comic or story book. Students will spend 
half a day each at Writers & Books and at the Creative 
Workshop and be walked by teachers between these 
sites during the lunch hour. New this year, we plan to run 
two rounds of this program, so when you register please 
indicate if your child has a preference for drawing or writing 
in the morning. Registration will be handled by the Creative 
Workshop: (585) 276-8959

week 6 august 4-8

Like What You 
See?

We also offer programs for adults. 

Sign up for a household membership 

and the whole family can benefit!
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“i loved using my 
creativity to create my 
own world and story.”

—A SummerWrite participant

Ages:14 & up
hunger games
Jy14-rG15
ALL dAy: 9 am-4 pm with Thursday overnight, August 4-8
ending at noon on Friday (van returns to W&b at 1 pm)
If meeting the class at the Gell Center:
$260 W&b members/$285 General public
If attending from 740 University Avenue:
$360 W&b members/$385 General public
Instructors: Angela Cannon-Crothers & edgar brown 
with dan Herd
noTe: Held at the Gell Center of the Finger Lakes. 
A van will run from 740 University Ave (Writers & 
books) in rochester leaving promptly at 8 am and 
returning at 5 pm (1 pm on Friday)
This course is based on the popular series by Suzanne 
Collins. Participants will learn hands-on skills in tracking, 
shelter building, fire building, wild edibles, and finding 
food each morning at the Gell Capitol District. Afternoons 
will be spent engaging in readings, discussion, and 
activities on social, ethical, and environmental issues 
facing our present and futuristic world. On Thursday 
contestants will begin their game, earning points based 
on learned skills and trying to snag valuable survival items 
while they work to protect their personal flag from capture! 
Under the careful watch of the Gamekeepers the final event 
will last well into the evening out in the woods surrounding 
the Gell Center. A culminating brunch feast and awards will 
close the program on Friday morning. Participants should 
be willing to spend a night in the woods and play the game!

Ages: 14 & up
keep it real
Jy14-d5
ALL dAy: 9 am-4 pm, August 4-8
$198 W&b Members/$220 General public
Instructor: robert ricks
Do you ever wish people would listen to what you have to 
say? Come learn how to create believable characters based 
on yourself, teens you know, or your ability to empathize 
imaginatively with teens you don’t know. Tell the world 
what it’s like to be on the front edge of adolescence. We’ll 
read monologues (dramatic speeches) and scenes for 
teens (including those written by other young people) 
before writing our own. We’ll take risks while we learn 
about acting, characterization, and voice. At the end of the 
workshop, we’ll perform our own pieces or choose actors 
from among us to let our characters speak from the stage 
for an audience.

Ages: 7-9
a field guide to sprites, 
goblins, and other fairy 
folk
Jy14-J3
MornInGS: 9 am-noon, August 11-15
$99 W&b Members/$110 General public
Instructor: Angela Cannon-Crothers
Fairytales and The Spiderwick Chronicles are not the only 
recorders of Fantastical Notes and Observations. Through 
guided imagery and visits to extraordinary local gardens, 
we will create our own notebooks of magical beings. 
Our books can include character sketches, interesting 
happenings in magical realms, and meanings associated 
with fantastic “appearances.” Learn and write all you can 
about goblins, familiars, fairies, phookas, and other magic 
folk and animals. One day during the week we will even 
build our own fairy houses around the grounds of  Writers 
& Books!

Ages: 7-9
magic tree house merlin 
mission adventure club
Jy14-r5
AFTernoonS: 1 pm-4 pm, August 11-15
$99 W&b Members/$110 General public
Instructor: Marna rossi
Take part in wonderful magical adventures from the Magic 
Tree House Merlin Mission series. Join Annie and Jack as 
they solve problems, help people, and travel around the 
world and through time. The Merlin Missions series is 
designed for the slightly older, more advanced Magic Tree 
House fan! Through our exploration of these books, we 
might visit China, the Swiss Alps, or Ancient Greece, and we 
might meet Florence Nightingale or Alexander the Great! 
Like Annie and Jack, we will learn about the animals and 
people in each environment we visit. We will read some of 
the stories and act out some of the scenes. We’ll also plan 
a visit to the Eastman House Gardens for a chance to be 
one with nature, just like Annie and Jack! You will have a 
chance to try your hand at art activities—and learn some 
magic tricks—and present a story or skit for family and 
friends on the last day.

Ages: 8-11
myth, mystery, & me
Jy14-M10
ALL dAy: 9 am-4 pm, August 11-15
$198 W&b Members/$220 General public
Instructor: Almeta Whitis
This class explores the openness of wonder and mystery by 
carrying students on a journey to discover an inner richness, 
a treasure trove of words, thoughts, feelings, and action. 
Students will engage in a shared learning experience using 
teamwork, creative problem solving, and critical thinking while 
instilling a sense of wonder. Class activities include writing, 
reflection, and theatre games to enhance knowledge, relate 
to favorite fictional characters, and become actively involved 
in brainstorming and problem solving; exploring gesture and 
voice to write mini-stories; expanding vocabulary; reading 
with expression; and learning progression and character 
development. On Friday there will be a final presentation. 

Ages: 10-12
kindred spirits of green gables
Jy14-r17
MornInGS: 9 am-noon, August 11-15
$99 W&b Members/$110 General public
Instructor: Lindsay Herko
Gather round, fans of Anne Shirley! Together let’s enjoy summer 
while evoking a golden age; we’ll have raspberry cordial on a 
walk and writing session, surely spotting all of our city’s best 
ridgepoles along the way. We will hone creative nonfiction, 
poetry or memoirs in tribute to the themes we love best in L.M. 
Montgomery’s Anne of Green Gables—the family story, the 
friend adventure, life lessons, and the childhood sweetheart. 
Montgomery wrote about her homeland with deep love for 
its nature; in this vein our class will similarly recall a special 
vacationland in a travelogue. Our writing will be enhanced with 
treasures from our own golden age, including use of old photos, 
cards, diaries and other objects to inspire our work. This will be 
a relaxing, joyful class, and nobody is allowed to call anyone 
else “CARROTS!”

Ages: 10-12
my idea book
Jy14-M26
AFTernoonS: 1 pm-4 pm, August 11-15
$99 W&b Members/$110 General public
Instructor: donna Marbach
Artists carry sketchbooks to capture ideas with drawings. 
Writers carry journals to capture thoughts and experiences with 
words.  In this class, we are going to gather both pictures and 
words in our own special “idea books” in order to explore ways 
in which art and words can work together. We will take walks 
and visit the Memorial Art Gallery to capture images in both 
sketches and words. We will experiment with both illustration 
and writing by trying different drawing and painting techniques, 
and with words by responding to prompts and exercise. We will 
explore some special projects (e.g. collage and concrete poetry) 
to find different ways we can use art and words in combinations 
to communicate our ideas or feelings. 

week 7 august 11-15week 6 august 4-8

 “my daughter met a lot of 
new people her age who are 
as intense about writing as 
she is. the feedback was 

very useful!”
—Parent of a SummerWrite participant
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Ages: 9-13
writers & cooks! menus 
for every meal
Jy14-C1
MornInGS: 9 am-noon, August 11-15
$159 W&b Members/$175 General public
Instructor: paul Jonasse
noTe: Meets at Century Club, 566 east Ave. 
Cook up a storm and put together your own cookbook in 
this busy, creative, and tasty workshop for budding young 
cooks and writers. Taught by a chef who is also an English 
teacher, this workshop will take place in a teaching kitchen. 
Participants will work from a full day’s menu—breakfast 
through evening snack—cooking, eating, and discussing 
dishes for one meal for each day. They will annotate 
and illustrate the recipes (including their own creative 
variations), and do a bit of taste-bud-tickling creative 
writing. Note: New Recipes!

Ages: 9-13
writers & cooks! around 
the world
Jy14-C2
AFTernoonS: 1 pm-4 pm, August 11-15
$159 W&b Members/$175 General public
Instructor: paul Jonasse
noTe: Meets at Century Club, 566 east Ave. 
Travel the world and put together your own cookbook in 
this busy, creative, and tasty workshop for budding young 
cooks and writers. Taught by a chef who is also an English 
teacher, this workshop will take place in a teaching kitchen. 
Participants will journey through five cuisines—cooking, 
eating, and discussing. They will annotate and illustrate 
the recipes (including their own creative variations), and 
do some taste-bud-tickling creative writing. Note: New 
Recipes!

Ages: 14 & up
experimental fiction
Jy14-F27
MornInGS: 9 am-noon, August 11-15
$99 W&b Members/$110 General public
Instructor: patrick Gear
What if the laws of writing suddenly didn’t apply anymore? 
What if nobody ever taught you the right way to do things? 
What if you were given the opportunity to change how 
communication works? What if you were bored of learning 
the rules and wanted to break a few? What if you wanted 
to invent instead of copy? Experimentalism is more than 
just being random and weird—it’s a way to explore the 
boundaries of creativity, and to expand them. And it’s 
fun. Topics will include elements of fiction, metafiction, 
perspective, automatic writing, structural changes, extreme 
minimalism, surrealism, and plenty more! For intermediate 
and advanced writers.

Ages: 14 & up
my own monster
Jy14-F19
AFTernoonS: 1 pm-4 pm, August 11-15
$99 W&b Members/$110 General public
Instructor: Lindsay Herko
This class is for teens who want to go deeper than the 
ship captain haunts of folklore or the traditional spooks 
of Halloween, to instead mine what has really been 
scary in their world to create refreshing writing that goes 
beyond genre expectations. Together we will share ideas 
of the monsters we always wanted to see on the page, 
investigating antique scares and shards of fear from 
childhood. We will annihilate the feeling that legends of 
white ladies are too spare and banish the thought that 
campfire ghost stories never yield moments of wonder. 
Through oral storytelling, vision boarding, and monster- 
based readings, we will become anthropologists of our 
monster’s embodiment, creating our monsters in fictions 
and memoirs, which we will present at the class’ end. We 
will also curate our space to represent a monster’s realm. 
The most important lesson is that our monster and our 
horror can be as broad as our imaginations.

Ages: 8-11
picture this
Jy14-A2
ALL dAy: 9 am-4 pm, August 18-22
$208 W&b Members/$228 General public
Instructors: Lisa Johnson and nicole rowley
They say, “A picture is worth a thousand words,” and Rochester 
hosts the home of a picture giant: George Eastman. If you love 
to write poetry or short stories and take photographs, then 
join us! We’ll spend time exploring the George Eastman House 
gardens, photo galleries, and permanent museum collection 
as inspiration for our creative writing. Participants will create 
photographic narratives with their cameras. Our pens will 
capture the words that help to tell the photographic story. A 
final presentation featuring the participants’ photographic and 
written expressions will be displayed at a last day “art opening” 
exhibition. If you have your own digital camera, please bring it.

Ages: 8-11
percy Jackson greek myth 
readers’ theatre
Jy14-r4
MornInGS: 9 am-noon, August 18-22
$99 W&b Members/$110 General public
Instructor: Marna rossi
When New York middle school student Percy Jackson finds out 
he is a demi-god, the Greek myths come alive in a way he would 
never have imagined! He learns that his true father is Poseidon, 
the Greek god of the sea (which explains why his mother has 
a mysterious attraction to the color blue)! He embarks on a 
dangerous quest across the United States to retrieve a stolen 
lightning bolt and stop a war between the gods. Learn about 
Greek gods and heroes and modern-day demi-god heroes. 
Create your own hero. Act out brief role-plays based on the 
adventures of demi-god heroes. With your team, practice a 
readers’ theatre skit based on a chapter of a book from the 
series. Act out an adapted version for family and friends on the 
last day.

week 7 august 11-15

“the environment was friendly and 
the cooking was amazing. also, the 

chef was a great teacher.”
—A SummerWrite participant

week 8 august 18-22
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week 8 august 18-22

Ages: 14 & up
musing mystics: yoga and 
writing for teen girls
Jy14-M1
MornInGS: 9 am-noon, August 18-22
$99 W&b Members/$110 General public
Instructor: Jennifer Kellogg
Exercise your body and your brain. Stretch your muscles 
and your mind as we practice yoga, take walks through the 
Neighborhood of the Arts, and write about our experiences. 
We will experiment with creative journaling, poetry, and 
creative nonfiction, and share our work in a supportive 
environment. Follow your breath and let your words flow—
your mind and body are not as separate as you think! No 
previous yoga experience necessary.

Ages: 14 & up
women & girls Literature 
Jy14-r21
AFTernoonS: 1 pm-4 pm, August 18-22
$99 W&b Members/$110 General public
Instructor: Amie McLaughlin
Whether it’s Cinderella, Cleopatra, or Hermione, we will 
consider the past and present treatment of female fictional 
characters by both male and female writers in folklore, 
children’s books, poems, short stories, and novel excerpts.  
The class will also reflect on female writers and their place 
in history as we find our own places as writers through 
readings, discussions, movie clips, activities, mini-projects 
and, of course, our own writing in a variety of creative 
genres. Young men and women are both welcome in this 
class.

Ages: 12-14
fellowship of the ring
Jy14-r18
MornInGS: 9 am-noon, August 18-22
$114 W&b Members/$125 General public
Instructor: Cathy buyer-davis
One ring to rule them all. One epic journey. Join the 
Fellowship on their quest to conquer evil (and write 
amazing fan fiction). Students will be introduced to major 
and minor characters, plot line, royal and elvish family 
history, and the land of Middle Earth as a starting point for 
their own stories. Students will also be introduced to the 
canon that rules J. R. R. Tolkien’s land today, and how fans 
have chosen to honor this epic series through literature, 
gaming, and adventure. In addition, students will spend 
one day at Bay Creek Paddling for a kayaking adventure, in 
the spirit of the Fellowship. Drop-off and pick-up will be in 
Webster that day. Details will be provided in advance.

Ages: 12-14
theatre for social change
Jy14-d12
AFTernoonS: 1 pm-4 pm, August 18-22
$99 W&b Members/$110 General public
Instructor: Henry I. padrón Morales
Ever wonder if your story could become a scene in a 
performance? This class will guarantee that our stories 
will be the driving force in the creation of scenes. We will 
use an improvisational approach to involving participants 
in exploring issues, which they identify. This will not be a 
script-driven performance! Character development, plot, 
and other elements of performance are created through 
participation in games developed by Augusto Boal, creator 
of Theatre of the Oppressed. The week culminates in a 
performance of the scenes. Spectators will become  
“spect-actors” as they join us to explore possible 
interventions to the problems being acted out.

Ages: 13-16
produce a 90-second 
newbery movie!
Jy14-V2
ALL dAy: 9 am-3:30 pm, August 18-22
$208 W&b Members/$228 General public
Instructors: Joshua bloodworth, rajesh barnabas, 
and rashida Washington
noTe: Meets at rCTV, 21 Gorham Street
Over the course of this week-long class, students transform 
into cast and crew to make their own short movie based on 
a Newbery Medal-winning book.  You will learn how to run 
cameras, set up lights, operate audio equipment, direct, 
and edit.  Oh, did we mention you’ll be the writers and stars 
of the movie too?  We’ll have a red carpet premier for family 
and friends on the last day of camp and the finished movie 
will be submitted to the 90-Second Newbery National Film 
Festival held in New York City.  Find out more about the film 
fest at http://jameskennedy.com/90-second-newbery.

Ages: 8-11
the hobbit
Jy14-r23
AFTernoonS: 1 pm-4 pm, August 18-22
$104 W&b Members/$115 General public
Instructor: Cathy buyer-davis
Take a journey there and back again with Bilbo Baggins, 
burglar extraordinaire, and the band of 12 dwarves! We’ll 
explore themes from the book like good versus evil, 
redemption, friendship, and loyalty. And we’ll have some fun 
with guessing what Bilbo has got in his pocketses in Riddles 
in the Dark, playing hobbit trivia games, writing in Dwarvish 
(actually based on the Anglo-Saxon language and alphabet), 
and increasing your English vocabulary as you master the 
awe-inspiring language used by J.R.R. Tolkien. We’ll even 
explore the animal world of the Hobbit with a special visit 
from the Zoomobile! Students will also learn about the 
elements of the fantasy genre, as well as explore fantasy 
stories from other authors like Tolkien’s friend C.S. Lewis, 
contemporary fantasy writers Chris Paolini, Erin Hunter and 
more. Students will work on fan fiction based on The Hobbit, 
as well as any story they may choose within the fantasy genre. 

Ages: 10-12
build a book—one chapter 
at a time
Jy14-F29
ALL dAy: 9am-4 pm, August 18-22
$198 W&b members/$220 General public
Instructor: Tracy Cretelle 
So you want to write a book, huh? What is your story about? 
Was there a murder, a kidnapping, an adventure, a romance or 
some other event? You can plan what will happen before and 
after that event to create a framework of events and chapters 
that will support the story arc of the whole book. Learn how 
to describe actions and details more precisely by observing 
and recording people and places nearby on our daily walks. 
You will receive a copy of Ralph Fletcher’s book, Live Writing 
and learn how Ralph uses language to bring characters and 
setting to life. Afternoons will be spent writing, sharing, and 
editing.

youth and young adult 
tutoring is available!

$50 per hour as a Writers & Books Member
$55 per hour as General Public

One-on-one tutoring for youth and young adults who 
would benefit from further instruction in a comfortable, 
constructive setting. Services include individual coaching 
on any element of English and/or writing, as well as 
comprehension and interpretation for reading. Sessions 
will be catered to each student’s specific needs. 

Interested in studying with an individual? Register in 
person or by phone(585) 473-2590 ext 107
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Ages: 14 & up
the conversation we 
need to have: a theatre 
workshop 
Jy14-d21
AFTernoonS: 1 pm-4 pm, August 25-29
$99 W&b Members/$110 General public
Instructor: robert ricks
What are you most concerned about in our world today? 
Discrimination? Global warming? Poverty? The pros and 
cons of technology? Theatre is an ideal medium to explore 
these issues and begin the dialog that can help set change in 
motion, one person at a time. Using discussion, playwrighting 
and monologue-writing techniques, and theatre exercises, we 
will explore these burning issues affecting our world today. 
Come! Explore in a supportive environment the ways you 
think the world is broken, and begin the conversation that 
could help affect change. The future lies in your hands. We 
will hit the stage at the end of the week with an “in your face” 
presentation designed to shock, amaze, and change hearts 
and minds.

Ages: High School Seniors
writing your college 
admissions essays 
(session 2)
Jy14-b2
AFTernoonS: 1 pm-4 pm, August 25-29
$99 W&b Members/$110 General public
Instructor: Wendy Low
Learn to write impressive essays for admission applications, 
the kind that wow admissions officers by what you say and 
how you say it and that advertise you: creative, curious, 
intelligent, hard-working, involved. We will analyze the six 
options for the Common Application personal essay and 
examine some common traps each essay question can set for 
you. You should also bring any specific essay questions from 
schools to which you want to apply. We will practice with the 
real thing and give each other feedback. By Thursday, you 
will turn in or email a complete draft of an essay. Follow-up 
feedback with the instructor will be scheduled individually for 
Friday.

Ages: 8-12
write on!
Jy14-J5
MornInGS: 9 am-noon, August 25-29
$99 W&b Members/$110 General public
Instructor: Wendy Low   
You know you love to write. It’s the end of the summer 
and school is starting. Here’s a class that will reinvigorate 
your writing brain and help you keep writing throughout 
the year! Learn to finish the stories and poems you start 
and to keep a journal of observations and ideas. Look 
at famous people’s creative journals and learn new uses 
for your own journal. End the summer with a writing 
extravaganza! Take home the inspiration and techniques 
to keep you going!

Ages: 8-12
word play workshop
Jy14-L2
AFTernoonS: 1 pm-4 pm, August 25-29
$99 W&b Members/$110 General public
Instructor: donna Marbach 
All work and no play makes for a dull writer. Come stretch 
your language brain in the Word Play Workshop. We will 
uncover magic in words, learn to write anagrams and 
palindromes, and find many words within one word. In 
small groups, we’ll play games such as Boggle, Scrabble, 
and Hangman. We might pencil our way through a word 
search, a crossword puzzle, or an acrostic. We will stretch 
our vocabulary, improve our spelling, and play with 
words by writing special kinds of poems, riddles, tongue 
twisters, or short-short stories. We will walk away with 
puzzles and facts we can use to amaze our friends and 
families. Most of all, we will learn that words are the key 
building blocks in all good writing.  And we’ll have some 
“word-while” fun along the way. 

Ages: 12-14
dystopian Literature
Jy14-r25
MornInGS: 9 am-noon, August 25-29
$99 W&b Members/$110 General public
Instructor: Amie McLaughlin
The Hunger Games has re-popularized the dystopian 
literature genre. Defined as fiction where characters 
struggle in an oppressive society that is the opposite of 
a utopia—or perfect—place, it is often written to make a 
commentary on the inequality of our current systems.  In 
this class, we will read short stories by Kurt Vonnegut, 
Ray Bradbury, Shirley Jackson, E.M. Forster, and Harlan 
Ellison and also discuss dystopian classics Brave New 
World and 1984 as well as contemporary works such 
as The Hunger Games, Maze Runner, and The Giver.  
Through readings, discussions, movie clips, and fun 
activities, we will learn the specific techniques of the craft 
that will have us dreaming up dystopian worlds as we 
write our very own short stories.

Ages: 12-14
i wonder... exploring eternal 
Questions
Jy14-M24
AFTernoonS: 1 pm-4 pm, August 25-29
$99 W&b Members/$110 General public
Instructor: Almeta Whitis
Do you enjoy arguing...in defense of your ideas? Are you 
endlessly curious about the world? Are you often searching 
for what lies beneath the surface? Then this is the class for 
you! You can become a modern day philosopher as we learn 
the finer points of critical thinking, debating, and creative 
writing. We’ll draw on texts as varied as Tolstoy’s The Three 
Questions, John Muth’s, Zen Shorts, and even Dr. Seuss’ The 
Sneetches to help us explore all that we wonder about. Also 
the use of personal journals will help students explore their 
own truths, and define what their philosophies are. Class 
activities will include invigorating discussions, evocative 
writing prompts, and guidance in how to skillfully craft a 
debate. The class will culminate in a final presentation shaped 
by the participants.

Ages: 14 & up
writing the young adult novel
Jy14-F4
MornInGS: 9 am-noon, August 25-29
$99 W&b Members/$110 General public
Instructor: robert ricks
Have you ever felt that you could just scream from all the 
angst of adolescence? Well, here is your chance. We will 
survey great works of YA Fiction, such asThe Catcher in the 
Rye and The Outsiders, to learn where YA literature came 
from, and newer works to see where it is going. You will share 
what you find compelling about your favorite YA novels. Most 
importantly, you will craft a YA story of your own. Whether 
you have a novel-in-progress, a short story to expand, or a 
fresh idea, this class is for you. You can plumb the emotional 
depths and nuances you see going on in teen life through 
a vivid character. You can use your witty pen to skewer the 
ridiculous behavior of adults and other teens who make life 
miserable. You might go on to win the Printz Award for YA!

week 9 august 25-29

“i finished my college essay! ”
—SummerWrite participant

“i got to learn about a 
different kind of story 

telling than i use most of 
the time, and i learned 

new techniques ”
—SummerWrite participant 

it pays to be a member!
Join using our registration form 

on page 21!
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works have appeared in many local and national magazines, 
anthologies, and literary journals including Stone Canoe. She lives 
in the wooded hills outside Naples, NY.

rylie day graduated from Nazareth College with her English 
degree in December of 2013 with aspirations of earning her MFA 
in Creative Writing with a focus in Fiction. An avid reader and 
writer, Rylie believes strongly in the importance of encouraging 
reading and creativity of all kinds in children (which is probably 
why she still acts like such a child herself ). If you can’t find Rylie 
haunting the halls of Writers & Books or hiding under her favorite 
fuzzy blanket with a notebook, she is most likely with her loveable 
Golden Retriever, Delainee, walking the trails of the dog park, book 
in hand.

Judy deCroce is an educator and professional storyteller 
who has taught and entertained for over 25 years. Her technique 
is “first person” storytelling—being the characters in each story. 
As a writer she has been honing her craft for eight years and is 
preparing a manuscript for publication. As an instructor she has 
helped students “flash” their writing, creating shorter pieces and 
adding a hook and a twist, making it flash fiction.

Julie donofrio has been making people laugh for years, 
sometimes on purpose. She began performing at an early age, 
appearing in her first commercial when she was 3. More recently, 
she’s been working as a comedian and improv actor, doing 
stand-up everywhere from New York City comedy clubs to area 
colleges to the beverage tent at the Monroe County Fair. She was 
part of the comedy improv troupes Some Assembly Required and 
At Least We’re Not Mimes, and was an original member of the 
sketch comedy troupe Urban Legends League. She has performed 
at the Toronto Fringe Festival and her television credits include 
a guest-starring role in the pilot “Finding Fabulous.” Julie is also 
a children’s entertainer and educator. She has worked with Cub 
Scouts, Young Audiences of Rochester, and at MCC, as well as 
many other children’s organizations.

patrick Gear earned his degree in English from Nazareth 
College, where he also studied film and television. He has spent 
the last three summers as an apprentice for SummerWrite. In 
addition, he assisted Writers & Books with the 2013 Fringe Festival. 
In high school, Patrick won first place in the Interscholastic 
Competition in English in the creative writing category, and also 
served on the staff of his school literary magazine. He is currently 
at work on a screenplay and a novel.

dan Herd has taught outdoor skills and ecology in the Catskills 
and in Pennsylvania. He is an Eagle Scout who has earned his 
Wilderness Survival merit badge. Dan received his Bachelor’s 
degree in English from Penn State. He is on staff at Writers & 
Books as Program Associate and Accounts Manager.

Lindsay Herko is a writer, visual artist, and social explorer. 
A childhood love for atlases has led her to explore ancient Cyprus 
and volcanic Iceland, yet she loves Rochester, NY very deeply. 
She annually organizes the city-and-love celebrant Lake Ontario 
Love Parade on Charlotte Pier. Her love for Anne of Green Gables 
brought her to Prince Edward Island two years ago, invigorating 
her interest in how landscapes affect writers and stimulating her 
to finish a novel in one week’s time. A 2012 graduate of the MFA 
program at the University of Notre Dame, Lindsay also produced a 
short story collection Air Hunger and became interested in creating 
accompanying story-songs. She was also the managing editor of 
the Notre Dame Review.

M.J. Iuppa has been successfully teaching poetry and 
creative writing workshops to students ages 8-89 since 1986. She 
is the Writer-in-Residence and Director of the Arts Minor Program 
at St. John Fisher College where she received the Part-Time Faculty 
Award for Teaching Excellence, 2000, and The Father Dorsey 
Award, 2000-2001 and 2002-2003. Over 300 of her poems have 
appeared in small press, university, and national publications, 

including Poetry, Yankee, Press, and New Letters. Her chapbooks 
include Sometimes Simply (1996), Temptations (2001), and Greatest 
Hits 1986-2001 (2002). Her first full-length poetry collection is Night 
Traveler (2003). Her poetry was nominated for the Pushcart Prize in 
1998, 2001, and 2002. She has an MA in Creative Writing from SUNY 
Brockport and an MFA in Creative Writing from Pacific Lutheran 
University.

Lisa Johnson is a poet, author of Reflections of My People, 
a long-time high school English teacher, and the former managing 
editor of Motion Magazine and the Frederick Douglass Voice. She 
has performed at various spoken word venues and has conducted 
workshops for W&B for over a dozen years. A community activist, 
playwright, and producer as well, she delivers her neo-soul lyrics 
across many media and has earned roles as an actress in two locally 
produced movies. She enjoys working with diverse artistic styles.

paul Jonasse cooked professionally at several local 
restaurants before deciding to change careers and return to college. 
He currently teaches English at his alma mater, East High School. 
Paul is passionate about traveling the world and learning about 
other cultures through their people, literature, and food. He has led 
classes at W&B for nine years, and holds an MS in Education from 
SUNY Brockport, as well as a BA in English from the University of 
Rochester.

Kitty Jospé, MA French Literature (New York University 1984); 
MFA Creative Writing, Poetry (Pacific University, OR, 2009) has a life-
long passion for language, music, and art. She has been a docent 
at the Memorial Art Gallery since 1998, and given frequent talks 
that combine art and word, impressionism as visual and musical 
language, and how sound and silence collaborate with sense. She 
looks forward to summers to share her enthusiasm with students at 
Writers & Books.

John Kastner, who earned his BFA in illustration from RIT, 
has taught at the Creative Workshop at the Memorial Art Gallery 
since 1968. He has also taught at RIT, Finger Lakes Community 
College, as an artist-in-residence for the Rochester City School 
District, the Aesthetic Education Institute and in the Monroe County 
Library System. He has illustrated Lollipop Grapes and Clothespin 
Critters; Martin Luther King Jr., a Biography for Young Children; and 
most recently What’s UP with Yuk?. On a regular basis, he creates 
portraits of the performing artists for Heartland Concerts. John’s 
commercial illustrations for Kodak, Xerox, GM, Scholastic, McGraw-
Hill, Fisher-Price, Addison-Wesley, Scott Foresman, Silver Burdett 
Ginn, Harcourt Brace, and Cricket magazine have been seen around 
the world. Locally, his murals are on view at Rochester City Hall 
and the Strong Museum. His paintings were also featured in the 
MAG’s 2005 Rochester-Finger Lakes Exhibition. In 2012, John’s work 
received Best in Show at Illustration 50 West, a prestigious annual 
competition held by the Society of Illustrators of Los Angeles. 
See his work online at www.cornflakeillustration.com.

Jennifer Kellogg holds a PhD in Modern Languages and 
Literatures from the Université Libre de Bruxelles, Belgium and 
a 200 Hour Yoga Teaching certification from Tranquil Space in 
Washington, DC. She is a translator of modern Greek poetry and 
a teacher of gentle, flow yoga. A dedicated ROC-aholic, Jennifer 
enjoys city living and giving back to her community.

Kristen Zory King likes to read. She likes big books and little 
books, tall books and short books, mystery books and funny books, 
children’s books and adult books. With a background in pre-school 
and elementary child care and a degree in English and French 
Literature, Kristen enjoys reading everything from variations of Little 
Red Riding Hood to Madam Bovary, Nancy Drew and Matilda to 
Austen and Plath.  When she’s not busy reading, she can be found 
at Writers & Books, working as the Director of Strategic Initiatives 
and helping out in the Youth Department, or writing. Her poetry can 
be seen in both The Trident Literary Journal and Cactus Heart Press. 

nina Alvarez’s short stories and poems have been published 
in numerous print and online journals and her play “The Life of Leo 
Wool” debuted at Rochester’s East End Theatre in May 2013. By day 
she runs an author services consultancy in which she works with 
aspiring authors as an editor, writing coach, publishing mentor, 
and media outreach consultant. Nina is Managing Editor of Writers 
& Books’ teen literary journal Canvas and has taught college-level 
composition and literature. She has a master’s degree in English from 
the University at Albany ‘03.

rajesh barnabas is a media producer and former city school 
district teacher who works on a variety of youth and media production 
projects in his job with Rochester Community Television.

Joshua bloodworth is an award-winning documentarian and 
filmmaker in Rochester, NY.  He is a Producer / Director at Rochester 
Community Television and has been working with youth and media 
production for more than ten years.

Sally bittner bonn is a poet and writer, as well as a performer 
and teaching artist, with a BFA in Theatre from Syracuse University. 
Her poems and essays have been published in Don’t Blame the 
Ugly Mug, ReVerb, Lake Affect, and Monday Coffee & Other Stories 
of Mothering Children with Special Needs, among others, and she 
has two chapbooks to her name. Sally has taught and/or performed 
poetry in over fifty venues throughout southern California and 
Western New York, and was selected to be among the poets featured 
in Rochester’s Poet Walk. She works as the Director of Youth 
Education at Writers & Books. She lives in Brighton with her husband 
and son.

edgar brown received his BFA in Furniture Design and Master’s 
in Art Education from RIT. He has taught art at the middle and 
high school level for the last ten years, while also teaching nature 
observation and wilderness skills to youth and adult groups.

Cathy buyer-davis is enthusiastically looking forward to her 
fourth SummerWrite season. Last year, she was fortunate enough to 
teach Harry Potter Fan Fare, American Girls, Fellowship of the Ring, 
and Dumbledore’s Army. Cathy holds a BS in English Education, as 
well as a MLS from SUNY Buffalo with dual certification in Public 
and School Libraries. She has been a librarian with the Rochester 
City School District since 1996 and loves bringing writing, books, 
and children together. Along with her time in the RCSD and Writers 
& Books, she has worked for Syracuse University as an adjunct 
instructor, and is trained in literary education. She lives with her 
thirteen-year-old son Ben—a long time Writers & Books camper, her 
husband Brian, and two dachshunds. 

Tracy Cretelle is a teacher, a coach for English Language 
Learners, a poet, a grant writer, a ghostwriter, and an editor. She 
has a BS in English from Brockport and an M.E. from Nazareth in 
TESOL (teacher of English as a second language). She has traveled to 
Russia to teach English. Her writing has been published in The Sodus 
Sun, and Nazareth College Consortium TESOL Journal and she was 
the ghostwriter for the eBook Unsung Heroes by Dominic. She best 
enjoys helping young people learn English through creative writing. 
Tracy is also currently seeking publishers for her children’s books and 
YA novel. In addition Tracy has spent many years teaching puppetry 
and dialog to young people around Rochester. She is looking forward 
to her first teaching experience at Writers & Books.

Angela Cannon-Crothers is a naturalist, environmental 
educator, and writer. She has over twenty years of experience 
teaching ages pre-school to Elderhostel about the outdoors, the 
sciences, and a sense of wonder regarding both. She is the 2010 
recipient of the Writers & Books Big Pencil Award for Teacher of Young 
People. A former US Forest Service Ranger, she currently teaches at 
Finger Lakes Community College and with the Finger Lakes Museum. 
She has published a novel, The Wildcrafter; a collective work of non-
fiction, Our Voices, Our Wisdom; An Herb Haven Year; and a children’s 
book, Grape Pie Season with folk artist, Darryl Abraham. Her other 

instructors
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Caren pita holds a MFA in creative writing, fiction, from 
George Mason University. Over the last ten years she has taught 
literature and writing to college students, babywearing to parents, 
hula hooping to kids and adults, and a bit of everything to her two 
homeschooled children. She has been writing since she was nine 
years old.

robert ricks has worked with the Rochester City School 
District, the Department of Parks and Recreation, Kuumba 
Consultants, and Writers & Books for over 14 years teaching 
theatre and creative writing. In 2003, he was awarded the Writers 
& Books Teacher of Young People award and over the years he 
has received numerous awards from Rochester youth-based 
organizations. He has a strong commitment to the development of 
young minds, artistically and socially. His first novel Mastermind 
was released nationally in January 2006. His second novel was 
completed mid-2010. Both books are about inner-city youth, 
though written for adults. He has collaborated with young people 
on several stage plays and books of short stories and poems. 
Ricks doesn’t only help young people develop artistically, but he 
challenges them to stretch their minds, to think outside the box, 
and when necessary change the box.

esther rogers, a Rochester native, has been playing cello 
since the age of six. Esther earned a Bachelor of Music from 
the Hartt School, University of Hartford and a Master of Music 
from San Francisco Conservatory of Music. She also spent one 
year studying Collaborative Leadership at the Guildhall School 
of Music and Drama in London, England. Esther is passionate 
about journaling, hiking, and integrated collaboration. This year 
Esther spent a month in residence at Canyons of the Ancients 
National Monument collaborating with scientists on wilderness 
preservation. Esther hopes to pursue a PhD in collaborative 
research. Currently in Rochester she works as a freelance cellist, 
teaches cello and chamber music, and guides group composition 
and collaboration as a teacher/facilitator. Her website is 
erogerscello.com.

Marna rossi, PhD, is a storyteller and workshop leader who 
helps young people become more expressive through storytelling, 
poetry, and drama. In addition to her work at W&B, she has 
designed and taught programs for the University of Rochester’s 
Girls’ Science, Math, and Computer Camp; the Urban League 
Teen Program; the YMCA; and church youth programs. She has 
performed with the Storytelling Guild of Rochester. Rossi has also 
taught child and adolescent development at Nazareth College and 
RIT. She is the recipient of the Writers & Books 2011 Big Pencil 
Award for inspiring the creation and appreciation of literature in 
young people.

nicole rowley graduated from the School of Art and Design 
at Alfred University with a Bachelor of Fine Arts Degree, followed 
by a Masters in Art Education from RIT.  She currently teaches art 
at Holley Middle/High School, where she gets to teach darkroom 
and digital photography classes.  She loves photography, and is 
excited to be back teaching Picture This! for her fourth year at 
Writers & Books!

Alexa Scott-Flaherty is the Development Director at 
Writers & Books. She moved back to Rochester five years ago 
from New York City where she was an actress, theatre artist, and 
producer. She is a proud member of Labyrinth Theatre Company 
in New York City, where Philip Seymour Hoffman served as 
Artistic Director. There she workshopped over 36 new plays each 
year for six years. She also worked as an actress with the Royal 
Shakespeare Company of London and The Shakespeare Theatre 
in Washington, D.C. Alexa has also worked with young people 
teaching acting and creative writing for over 10 years.

Caedra Scott-Flaherty grew up in Rochester and now 
lives in Brooklyn, New York. She is a graduate of the M.F.A. 
program at New York University and received a B.A. from Brown 
University. Her fiction has appeared in One Story, Open City, Avery: 
An Anthology of New Fiction, Slice Magazine, and New England 
Review. She has been awarded grants from the Millay Colony for 
the Arts and the Brooklyn Arts Council, and her multidisciplinary 
work has been performed throughout the Northeast. She teaches 
creative writing, literacy, and dance to both children and adults in 
educational and non-traditional settings throughout New York.

Melissa M. Slocum is a writer, teacher, and editor. She is 
currently working on a novel. For many years she has traveled the 
world to explore cultures, writing, people, places, and nature. She 
brings this experience to her teaching to instill passion for words 
and the idea that we can all change the world with our writing. 
Melissa first entered the doors at Writers & Books as an intern 
helping with SummerWrite. It is interesting and truly satisfying to 
her that her writing has come full circle with W&B.

rashida Washington is an award-winning actor and 
musician from the United States Virgin Islands. Rashida attended 
high school in Rochester, NY at School of the Arts and higher 
education at the acclaimed Berklee College of Music in Boston. 
Rashida has taught and directed youth groups for over 10 years, 
and has performed with nationally recognized artists for 16 years. 
She loves being a part of the staff at Rochester Community TV, and 
is excited to work with Writers & Books again creating 90-Second 
Newbery movies.

Almeta Whitis is a storyteller, writer and teaching artist, 
whose life work involves exploring, presenting and honoring 
cultural connections. As a member of Just Poets, one of her poems 
was featured in Le Mot Juste 2012. She has taught elementary, 
middle school, and high school, and was a faculty member of 
SUNY Brockport’s Department of Theater. As Chair of ALLOFUS Art 
Workshop’s Dance Department, a community outreach program 
of  the Memorial Art Gallery and University of Rochester, she 
expanded a once weekly dance class of eight children to a full 
program serving over 450 children and adults. In 2000, National 
Endowment for the Arts and Mid-Atlantic Arts Foundation awarded 
her “Most Skilled and Experienced Community Artist”-Artists 
and Communities: America Creates for the Millennium. In 1993, 
she received from Governor Mario Cuomo the Decade of the 
Child Award for “her valuable sensitive work with the children 
and families of New York State.”  Her first novel, Xeperu: The 
Dream Carriers, will be released in 2014. She can be contacted at: 
almetawhitis@yahoo.com

Kate Whorton is the Director of the Genesee Pottery at 
the Genesee Center for the Arts and Education in Rochester. She 
received her Masters in Art Education and her BFA in Sculpture 
from the University of Southern Mississippi. She moved to 
Rochester several years ago. Her husband teaches creative writing 
at SUNY Brockport, and they live with their two daughters in 
Brighton.

Jason yungbluth is the creator and publisher of two comic 
book series, Deep Fried and Weapon Brown. He is a regular 
contributor to MAD Magazine, and is best known for his gruesome 
Scooby Don’t strips. His work has been published in newspapers 
across the country, and he is an adjunct professor at RIT where he 
teaches cartooning. 

Wendy Low, freelance writer, editor, and creative writing coach, 
taught the first youth class at Writers & Books in the 1980s and 
grew the SummerWrite program through two decades. She stepped 
back from administering to devote more time to writing, editing, 
and teaching. Her poems, stories, and essays have been published 
in HazMat Review, Desperate Acts, Napalm Health Spa, Rochester 
Woman, The Democrat and Chronicle, and several anthologies, and 
she has performed original work in spoken word venues throughout 
the area.

donna Marbach’s poetry, fiction, and non-fiction have been 
published in a variety of anthologies and periodicals. She has 
served as editor for the national monthly writer’s magazine ByLine, 
and for FootHills Publishing, a small poetry press. She co-founded 
Pensimientos, a bilingual literary magazine by and for middle school 
students in Guadalajara, Mexico. She is also a co-founder and past 
president of Just Poets, Inc., a not-for-profit organization dedicated 
to the celebration of poetry and poets. Her work has appeared in 
Blueline, Hazmat Review, Homestead Review, Quercus Review, 
The MacGuffin, The Red Wheel Barrow, Pearl, Poetry Quarterly, the 
Tipton Review, and more. She has also been a featured poet in The 
Centrifugal Eye and selected to be among the poets featured in 
Rochester’s Poet Walk. In 2010 Donna co-authored Twisted Pair with 
Dave Tilley and is currently on the advisory board of the children’s 
magazine The Magic Dragon, for which she writes a column on poetry 
and other creative writing. She is also the recipient of the Writers & 
Books 2013 Big Pencil Award for a Teacher of Youth who has inspired 
the creation and appreciation of literature. Donna is also a visual 
artist.

Amie McLaughlin is a fiction and creative nonfiction writer 
with over 15 years of experience teaching English and writing in 
public and private schools and at SUNY Brockport and Bryant & 
Stratton College. She has a Bachelor of Arts in English Writing Arts 
and a Master’s degree in English, Creative Writing. She is also a 
certified 7-12 grade English Language Arts teacher and has worked 
as an editor and freelance journalist. Her work has been published in 
Lowestoft Chronicle, Craftygal.com, The Great Lake Review, Jigsaw, 
The Times of Wayne County, and The Palladium-Times. 

deb Murray is a literacy coach at Council Rock Primary School 
in Brighton, NY.  She was an English major at Merrimack College in 
North Andover, MA.  She has taught literacy to students of all ages 
both in New York and in Massachusetts. Every year she co-authors a 
teen library manual which provides activities that are used in libraries 
across the country. She loves to read and write but also to inspire 
writing for the young, and the young at heart.  

Henry I. padrón Morales is a visiting artist with the 
Rochester City School District, Rundel Library, and The Pioneer Library 
System of the Finger Lakes. He is a founding member of Salmorejo 
Poetry and Percussion Ensemble, and The Rochester Latino Theatre 
Company. He collaborates with poets in Toronto, Ontario at Casa 
Maíz, appears in local arts celebrations, festivals and events. He is 
sought after to consult on the Puerto Rican/Latino experience. Henry 
is a Bilingual Kindergarten Dual Language teacher at RCSD School 12. 
In 2012 he was a recipient of The Big Pencil Award given by Writers 
& Books for his work with young children and literature. His poem 
“Dos Worlds/Two Mundos” appeared in phati’tude Literary Magazine 
¿What’s In A Nombre? Writing Latin@ Identity in America. In 2013 his 
work was featured in Multicultural Teaching in The Early Childhood 
Classroom released by Teachers College Press of Columbia University. 
He writes an education column for the Spanish Language Magazine 
IMAGEN NY, and collaborates with the Migrant Education Center of 
SUNY College at Geneseo writing poetry with agricultural workers in 
the region.

instructors
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    yeS I want to become a Member!
    I want to join a community of readers & writers. Create, 

upgrade, or renew my membership today!  (Your Membership 
entitles you to a discount today!)

     $25 Student   $100 Patron     
     $40 Individual   $250 Turning Pages Readers Circle
     $65 Household  $500 Champion
More information on membership benefits: www.wab.org

Annual Fund
  Yes, I (also) want to contribute to the Annual Fund and support 

W&B’s good work in this community!

     Poet: up to $99       Publisher: $500–$999
     Essayist: $100–$249         Ampersand Giving Circle $1,000+
     Novelist: $250–$499

Scholarship Fund
   $__________ ($110 supports one child for a week)

I got this catalog (check one)  through the mail   

 by picking it up at _____________________

proGrAM reGISTrATIon

PARTICIPANT NAME

ADDRESS

CITY                                                             STATE              ZIP

TELEPHONE (DAYTIME)                                       (EVENING) 

EMAIL (PARENT)

EMAIL (STUDENT, IF APPLICABLE)

SummerWrite 
T-Shirts!

$12 each
design printed on a  

dark blue short sleeve t-shirt*

All proceeds go to the  
SummerWrite  

scholarship fund.

*

_____child small (6-8)

_____child medium (10-12)

_____child large (12-14)

_____adult small

_____adult medium

_____adult large

_____adult x-large

total # of shirts ordered____________  

x$12=total amount due____________

Child’s Name_____________________

________________________________

Phone___________________________ 

Email____________________________

Week(s) attending camp____________

Orders due June 10. Shirts will be available for 
pick-up at Writers & Books after June 30. 
A limited quantity will be available for purchase 
at Writers & Books after the start of 
SummerWrite.

* design subject to minor changes

Registration for both Morning and Afternoon Youth 
Classes in a single week = full day supervision. Extended 
care available by arrangement.

Each participant needs a separate form. For additional 
forms, visit us on the web (www.wab.org)  
or call (585) 473-2590 x 107.

1. WORKSHOP # / TITLE                           

START DATE                                                                                 FEE

2. WORKSHOP # / TITLE                            

START DATE                                                                                 FEE

3. WORKSHOP # / TITLE                            

START DATE                                                                                 FEE

4. WORKSHOP # / TITLE                            

START DATE                                                                                 FEE

5. WORKSHOP # / TITLE                            

START DATE                                                                                 FEE

We need to knoW your eXtended care needs at least tWo Weeks in 

advance to be sure We can fill your request.

eXtended care Mornings (Jy14-ea)

 7:30 ($45/week) or       8:00 ($30/week)   Week #________

_________________________________________________ ________________

START DATE       FEE

eXtended care afternoons (Jy14-ep)

 5:00 ($30/week) or       5:30 ($45/Week)  Week #________

_________________________________________________ ________________

START DATE       FEE

A. SUBTOTAL TUITION $ __________________

B. MEMBERSHIP FEES (if applicable)  $ __________________

C. ANNUAL FUND CONTRIBUTION (if applicable) $ ___________

D. T SHIRT ORDER     $__________________

E. REFERRAL CREDIT  --$__________________

F. GRAND TOTAL  $ ________________

G.                                *                                    $ _________________

H. REFERRED BY  _________________________________________

Payment Method:   Check Enclosed    Credit Card

CREDIT CARD #                          

                                             

EXP. DATE                                                                     CVC CODE 

SIGNATURE                                                                              DATE

*You now have the option to “round up” your 
total cost. Your mini donation will directly sup-
port Writers & Books programs and services.

Registration form continues...

office use only

Scholarship awarded
 full partial
amount awarded $_________         amount owed $__________
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STUDENT NAME 

parent/Guardian Contact Info:  
 

NAME AND RELATIONSHIP 

PHONE NUMBERS, EMAIL

NAME AND RELATIONSHIP 

PHONE NUMBERS, EMAIL

(EMERGENCY) NAME AND RELATIONSHIP 

PHONE NUMBERS 

(AUTHORIZED PICKUP) NAME AND RELATIONSHIP 

Child’s Date of Birth: ______________________

Child’s Gender: _____________________________

Allergies (check those that apply and specify 
nature of reaction)

Animals ________________________________    
  Insect Bites _____________________________
  Food __________________________________    
  Medicine________________________________
  Hay Fever _________________________________      
  Other____________________________________

Medications your child currently takes and for what 
condition/purpose (including any allergy medication 
your child carries and any medication your child takes 
at home): ______________________________
_____________________________________
_____________________________________
_____________________________________

Other medical issues we should be aware of (includ-
ing but not limited to ADD, ADHD, Aspergers, etc.):__
_____________________________________
_____________________________________
_____________________________________

All medical information will be kept confidential 
between program administrators and instructors.

eMerGenCy/MedICAL 
ConSenT ForM
If my child requires emergency medical care and I cannot 
be reached, I give my consent to the  Writers & Books 
SummerWrite Staff to contact the individuals I have listed 
on the registration form. Those individuals have 
permission to make decisions regarding the daily care 
and medical care of my child, including permission to 
pick up my child(ren) from the program at any time.

In the event of the program’s inability to locate me, or the 
emergency contact designee(s), I give permission to the 
SummerWrite staff to take such emergency measures as 
they deem appropriate until such time as emergency 
contact designee or myself can be contacted.

I will not hold Writers & Books or their employees 
responsible for any injury or other harm that results from 
program participation. 

I agree to pay all of the costs associated with the 
emergency care that my child receives. I understand that 
the program assumes responsibility for my child(ren)’s 
well-being during the hours of the program and will make 
every effort to immediately contact me should any type of 
emergency arise.

Writers & Books SummerWrite staff will provide only 
basic first aid. If my child(ren) require(s) additional 
treatment I will be notified.

           I understand and agree to the terms and 
conditions detailed in the Emergency/Medical consent 
statement above.

           I give permission for my child to participate in all 
workshop or day camp activities on and off Writers & 
Books’ property.

          I give permission for Writers & Books to use any 
photographs or videos in which my child appears or any 
writings or art my child generates in workshops in print 
materials such as the SummerWrite catalog or on the 
SummerWrite blog or Writers & Books website.  Students 
will never be identified by full name in any of these 
formats.

My signature acknowledges my understanding of and 
agreement to the above and also that all the information 
I provided is accurate and complete. 

________________________________________________
PARENT SIGNATURE

 Registration: Mail, fax (585-442-9333), or drop off this form to  
740 University Ave, Rochester, New York 14607. 

You can register for adult workshops online at: www.wab.org 
If you have questions, please call (585) 473-2590 x 107. 

 

Summer 
Write 

Apprenticeship
Are you…

       • a high school junior/senior or  
          a  college student? 

       • a writer who is interested in  
        youth education? 

       • looking for a summer learning       
        opportunity? 

       • hoping to positively impact       
          the community? 

Writers & Books might have an 
opportunity just for you! You 
could work as a role model to help 
teach, inspire, and supervise 
SummerWrite students alongside 
our professional teaching artists. 
As an apprentice you will receive a 
first-hand experience in the youth 
education career field. 

For more information please visit 
our website at www.wab.org or 
contact Kristen Zory King at  
kristenk@wab.org. 
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JoIn And SUpporT
“I can no other answer make, but, thanks, and thanks.” 
–William Shakespeare

DONORS & FUNDERS
(November 2013 –January 2014)
The programs and services of Writers & Books would 
not be possible without the generosity of our donors, 
members and institutional funders. We are extremely 
grateful for your tremendous support.

INSTITUTIONAL FUNDERS:
Ames-Amzalak Memorial Trust
Arts & Cultural Council for Greater Rochester
The Bonadio Group
Boylan Code, LLP
Brand Cool Marketing 
Brown & Brown of New York, Inc.
Canandaigua National Bank & Trust
City Blue Imaging
Constellation Brands, Inc.
Dixon Schwabl
ESL Charitable Foundation
HBT Architects
Federated Clover Investment Advisors
Flower City Printing
The Fred & Floy Willmott Foundation
The Gell Fund of the Rochester Area  
      Community Foundation
The Gleason Family Foundation
G-S Plastic Optics
Harris Beach 
Language Intelligence
The Mary Mulligan Charitable Trust 
Monroe County
MVP
National Endowment for the Arts
Nazareth College
New York State Council on the Arts 
      with the support of Gov. Andrew 
      Cuomo and the NY State 
      Legislature      
New York State Senator Joseph E.               
       Robach, Jr.
Nixon Peabody
Nocon & Associates, a private wealth  
        advisory practice of Ameriprise                
        Financial Services, Inc.
Tel-Tru Manufacturing Co.
The Guido & Ellen Palma Foundation
Paychex
The Pike Company
Tom Huber on behalf of UBS
Wegmans
GODSEND 
$25,000 & UP
Anonymous
MUSE 
$1,000-24,999 
Janet Buchanan Smith and Robert Smith
Mark & Kathy Cleary
Charles & Barbara Coté
     In honor of Charlie Coté
Christine & Jim Eichelberger
Jan & Jim Gleason
Dr. William & Patricia Grande
Trevor Harrison
Will & Lois Irwin
Katherine B. McCurdy 
Ken McCurdy 
Nannette Nocon & Karl Wessendorf
Anonymous
Kerri & Michael Pierce
Linda Rice & George Scharr
United Way Roc the Day
Brad Van Auken
Westport Fund
Mary & Stan Widger
Henry W. Williams, Jr. & Barbara Dimmick
PUBLISHER 
$500-999 
Matt Feldman & Rachel Kowal
James Long “Kip” Hale
Beverly Gold & Bruce Horowitz
Ronald S. Kareken & Karine Stone
Jennifer & Glenn Kellogg
Language Intelligence
Stuart & Illa Loeb
Patricia Morris
Elizabeth A. Osta
Roger & Kimberly Palma
Anne Ruflin

Constance Potter & Jeremy Thaler
Mark & Lois B. Taubman
David C. Tingling
Stephen Webb
NOVELIST 
$250-499 
Nelson Adrian Blish 
Holly Burrell
Mark & Anne Boylan
Terri & Chris Clement
Norm Davis
Harold & Joan Feinbloom
Suzanne Gouvernet
Margaret Heminway
Dr. Barbara & John Lovenheim
Peter Lovenheim
Danielle Massare
Chip & Joyce Nimick
Katharine S. Parsons
Ann Vandevender
City Councilwoman Elaine Spaull 
Ralph & Pamela Uttaro
Craig Zicari & Anne Coon
ESSAYIST 
$100-249 
Lori Anschuetz & Celia Easton 
Eric & Toni Baller
Andrea Barrett
Elizabeth Berry
       In memory of Susan Berry
Tim & Susan Boland
Nancy L. Blanda
Patricia Brasley
Barbara Grosh & Howard Brill
Barbara Case
Nancy Chalker-Tennant
Teri & Chris Clement
Robert & Mary Dan Cooper
John Costello & Lissa Light
Ned & Linda Corman
Lauren Croop
Mark Cuddy & Christina Selian
Pat & Jim DeCaro
Janice Deitz
Jacques & Monique Delettrez
Melissa DeSa
Peter & Suzanne Durant
Joanne Felzer and Clare Dygert
William Eggers & Deborah McLean
Charles & Naomi Erdmann
Joe Flaherty & Liz Scott
Larry & Robin Frye
Elizabeth Gillmeister
Jacquie & Andy Germanow
Dr. William & Patricia Grande 
William & Caren Hall
Ann Harrington
Bob & Marianne Hesselberth
Carl Hoffman & Betsy Naumberg
Grant Holcomb
Peter & Lynda Hotra
Jon Itkin & Alexa Scott-Flaherty
Surendar Jeyadev
Nora A. Jones
Richard & Marcia Kaplan
Rosemarie Klipstein
Deb Koen
Carolyn Kourofsky
Anne Konar
Jane Lange
Language Intelligence
Chris and Dia Lawrence
      In memory of Eleanor Hall
Fran & Peter Lennie
Teresa Levy 
Lit Chicks
Howard & Lynn Low 
Jennifer Mary Lloyd
Tim Madigan
Danielle Massare
Bruce & Eleanor McLear
James C. Moore
         In honor of James M. Moore
Kim Mura & Jason Park
Dr. & Mrs. Nicholas E. Nicosia
Jules L. Smith & Alexandra Northrop
David & Marjorie Perlman
Loretta Petralis
Alice Robin Pulver
James & Marguerite Quinn
Maddy Segal & Abby Reichlin
Tom & Betty Richards
David Ryon

Gary D. Schaad
         In honor of Alexander J. Booth
Ann Schaefer
Elizabeth A. Schenk
Caedra Scott-Flaherty & William Begeny
Vicki & Steve Schultz
Bob Shea & Kate Weisskopf 
James Spiller & Anne MacPherson
Lorena Stabins
Gary & Marcia Stern
John Sullivan Jr.
Bernard Shore & Arlene Levitt
Mr. & Mrs. John Thoman
William J. & Mary Anna Towler 
David M. Ullman
Patricia Uttaro
Elizabeth Webb 
Stephen Webb
Mari Wells
Wayne Willis & Susan Medoff
BJ Yudelson
Bruce Zaretsky
POET 
$1-99 
William J. Amann
Carolyn Anderson 
Vanessa Andre
Adam & Jennifer Anolik
Betsy & Gerald Archibald 
Michelle Ayette
Jeanne Asseng
Dona Bagley
William H. Barker
Joy Bennett & Richard G. Mackson
Charles E. Benoit
Margie Berliant
Richard C. Bird
Nancy L. Blanda
Lynn Bono
Victoria Bogacki
Amy E. Boyle Johnston
Mary Lynn Broe 
Mary Brzustowicz 
Rae Burchfiel
Karen Brown
Sandra & Paul Caccamise
Diana L. Carter
Anna Catalani
Cathleen D. Cerosaletti
Jill M. Cicero & Paul D. MacAulay 
Tamasan Cleveland
Norinne Cole
Zena Collier Hampson
John Costello
Lauren Croop
Daryl Dear Cubitt
    In honor of Colin Cubitt
Lisa Cuff
Robert & Janice Daitz
Tate Ellen DeCaro
Lorena DeLancey
David Delaney
Jacques Delettrez
Maryellen Donohoe
Diane DiPasquale
Michael Doolin & Ann Tippett
Meredith Drake
George Ehresman
Joan Feinbloom
Cathy Feinen
Ronny & Alan Frishman
Carol Fybush
JoAnne Galloway
Jack & Bonnie Garner
Maria Gillard
Lilliana Gonzalex
Dane & Judy Gordon
Aaron J. Gorelick
Judith Gray
Roslyn Griesbach
Melissa C. Hall
Michele Hannagan
Candy Harriott
Dean Harper
Mary A. Hartshorn
      In honor of Carol Roberts
Randall & Judith Hausner
      In honor of Alexander J. Booth
Stephen & Mary Heveron-Smith
Robert Herzog
Wayne Hermanson
Martha T. Heyneman

Christopher & Joanna Hodgman
Lynda Hotra
Kelly R. Huiatt
Nicholas Iadarola
Kathy Johncox
Abigail Johnson
Rodney Johnson
David Cay Johnston & Jennifer              
Leonard
Ruth & David Kessler
Rebecca Klymm
Debra Koen
Germaine Knapp
Ruth Kramer
Archie & Patty Kutz
Martha Lamb
John & Nancy Laurence
Anonymous
Bonnie Lipari
Bonnie Lloyd
Helen Lutz
Adrienne Markus
     In honor of Rosemary Holfoth
Mary McCorkindale
Sally N. McGucken
Theresa McGrath
Adrienne McHargue
Daniel M. Meyers
Colleen Meger
Michael Miller
Mary Miskell & Terry Clar 
Sandra Mitzner, M.D.
John Mooney
Tina Motiwala
Cheryl Munson
Rebecca Orvetti
Marianne & Larry Naylor
Ted Nixon
Anne Nofringer
Maril Nowak
Sue O’Brien
Jann Packard 
Alexandra Palmieri
Doloros Parlato
Elizabeth Pride
Don & Linda Reinfeld
David & Leah Ruekberg
John Roche
Carlo Rodio
Risa Saltzman
Harry M. Saxton, Jr. 
      In honor of Alexander J. Booth
Penny Schindler
Kim Schmidt
Heken Schneck
Wanda & Bill Schubmehl 
Jane Schuster
Wendy Schreiner
Eleanor Scott
         In honor of Alexander J. Booth
Shannon Seidenstein
Carol Shulman
Denise Slaughter
Eli & Mildred Sokol
Clifford W. Smith & Bernie Todd           
Smith
Gretchen Stahlman
Susan Stim
Jefferson Svengsouk
Michael Tallon
Elizabeth M. Teall
Mary Jo & Dick Ten Eyck
      In honor of Linda Allardt and   
       Almeta Whitis
Mary Grace Thomas
       In honor of Alexander J. Booth
Alan & Karen Uthman
Yvonne Wambach
Paula Weld Cary & Fred Cary
Elissa & Chris Werner
Teresa Schreiber Werth 
      In memory of Frances Bragan 
      & Helen Godfrey
Roxanne Willard
Sarah Wilson
Tim Wilson
Thomas Wiggins
Kitty Wise
Linda & Frank Wood
Jennifer Years
Marianne Zeitlin
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 FamilyOPEN HOUSE       at Writers & books
Saturday, April 26,10:00 am -1:00 pm
Free & Open to the Public

Come join in the fun on this creative and  
informative day!

• Take a mini-creative writing workshop 
• Play word games 
• Listen to local poets and storytellers 
       11:00 am performance: A Plentiful Plethora of Poetry 
• Meet our teachers 
• Tour our facilities 
• Have questions answered about our youth programs 
•Learn about our referral program 
• Register for summer workshops

Special Discounts on workshops and membership 
 will be available on this day only:

$10 off household membership  
& $10 off SummerWrite classes!

Or Current Resident

SUMMERWRI    T E   2 0 14


