AUTUMN 2019 CALENDAR
Evening Workshops
Creating Compelling and Diverse Characters
Alex Sanchez
Wednesdays, October 2 - November 6, 6:30 pm – 9 pm
Deadline to register: September 24, 11:59 pm
What makes The Color Purple’s Celie so engaging? We’ll explore the
fundamentals of crafting layered, multidimensional characters through
readings, videos, discussions, and writing exercises. We’ll learn how
to create characters from the inside out, enlivening them with distinct
personalities and voices, and look at ways to reach outside our own
identities and respond to contemporary readers’ desires for characters
that authentically show our country’s diversity, We’ll discuss how to
avoid stereotypes and integrate aspects of ethnicity, race, gender, and
culture with sensitivity and nuance.

Writing for an Audience
Liza Flum
Tuesdays, October 15 - November 26 (no class November
6:30 pm - 9 pm

Writing an Identity Narrative
Robert D. Baker
Tuesdays, October 22 - November 26

Deadline to Register: October 14, 11:59 pm
In this course, we’ll write about how we claimed our identities or
faced challenges because of them. Narratives can address an aspect or
experience such as coming out, confronting gender bias, becoming
a parent, responding to racism, experiencing a religious conversion,
advocating for yourself as a trans person, immigrating, celebrating your
ethnicity, having a political awakening, or facing the challenges of aging.
We’ll examine these aspects of identity through writing prompts. As we
workshop our writing, each of us will discover core emotions that we
share with people having very different identities.

Modes in Poetry: Rants, Yarns, Musings
David Ruekberg
Wednesdays, October 30 - December 4, 6:30 pm - 9 pm

Deadline to register: October 11, 11:59 pm
How can you welcome the unexpected, the mysterious, and the
revelatory in your own writing? Kim Addonizio writes, poems can “leap
from one synapse to another, one thought to a further thought, one level
of understanding or questioning to being in the presence of the mystery.”
We’ll identify how poems swerve into astonishment, paying close
attention to work by John Ashbery, Lucille Clifton, Ross Gay, and others.
Bring an unfinished poem of your own to class; we will work together to
make your poem astonish you.

Writing from Family Photographs
Karen vanMeenen
Saturday, October 26, 10 am - 12:30 pm

Deadline to register: October 18, 11:59pm
Family photographs can be a rich source of story and symbol for writers.
In this workshop, we will look at family photographs in history and from
the participants’ personal collections. Guided prompts will allow for
exploration, discovery and processing of memories and family stories, of
both the past and looking toward the future.

October
12),

Deadline to register: October 7, 11:59 pm
“My book is for everybody, but I really hope there’re young, black, gay,
or queer men that get this book in their hands,” says the poet Danez
Smith. Who do you hope will get their hands on your poems? We will
approach with these questions of readership by studying Danez Smith,
Lynn Xu, Walt Whitman, and others. We’ll consider who we most want
to read our poems, and work together on writing exercises as we strive
to craft work that intimately engages our most necessary readers.

The Fiction Workshop
Brian Wood
Wednesdays October 16 - November 20, 6:30-9 pm

Deadline to register: October 8, 11:59 pm
If you’re passionate about reading and writing fiction, or just looking for
a little feedback, this class is for you. Through the analysis of character,
voice, plot, and narrative flow, you will learn how to effectively put your
creative ideas down. We’ll have thoughtful, engaging class discussions
on the craft of fiction and how to strengthen your writing through close
reading and self-editing. Each participant will share a piece of their
writing (up to 12 pages) for the class to read and edit.

MINI WORKSHOPS

Saturdays 11 am - 12:30 pm
$22 members | $25 General Public
A Nest of Words: What Kind of Writer Bird Are You?
Alison Meyers — October 5
Children’s Book Basics
Will Hubbell —
 October 12
Telling A Tale with Improv
Joanne Brokaw — October 19
Generative Poetry Workshop
Jessica Cuello — October 26
This Is Your Life! Writing a Powerful Memoir
Mark Block — November 2
Put Down Your Fears , Pick Up Your Pen, Overcome
Your Resistance to Writing
Alex Sanchez — November 9
Finding Your Voice With a Journal
Nancy Steinkamp — November 16
Writing an Intentional Book
Robin Flanigan — November 23

Workshop Prices
Mini Workshops
Saturdays 11 am - 12:30 pm
$22 members | $25 General Public

Evening Workshops

6 weeks, 5 sessions, 1 reading, 6:30 pm - 9 pm
$225 Members | $265 General Public

Special Topic Workshops
1 session, 2.5 Hours
$65 Members | $75 General Public

Master Classes

1 session, 3.5 Hours
$80 Members | $90 General Public

Gell One-Day Intensives
A Finger Lakes Creative Retreat
6581 West Hollow Road, Naples, NY
1 Session, Saturdays, 10 am - 5 pm
$145 Members | $165 General Public

Deadline to register: October 22, 11:59 pm
One reason it’s hard to say what a poem is or isn’t is that there are so
many ways a poem can be made. Long lines, short lines, paragraphs,
collage. Soapbox, anecdote, confession, meditation. We’ll look at how
such poets as Dickinson, Berryman, DiPiero, and others use different
modes for differing effects. We’ll generate new writing and discuss it,
with emphasis on noticing what’s there and how it works, rather than
“fixing” poems. The final class will be a public reading.

Special Topic Workshops

Poetry of Joy, Writing as Gratitude
Kristen Zory King
Saturday, October 12, 10 am - 12:30 pm

Deadline to Register: October 4, 11:59 pm
The art of poetry and the art of gratitude are often interwoven. In this
generative writing workshop, participants will examine joy and gratitude
as active pursuits in both writing and life. We will study contemporary
poems who effectively acknowledge, appreciate, and, in turn, resist
the world around them, including Ross Gay, Mary Oliver, Naomi
Shihab Nye, and others. Each writer will leave with a draft of one poem
(perhaps two!), prompts to use for further writing and journaling, and
recognition of, as the poet Rumi declared, the “hundreds of ways to
kneel and kiss the ground.”

The Ecstatic Ekphrastic: A Craft Workshop
Terry Blackhawk
Friday, October 18, 6 - 8:30 pm

Deadline to Register: October 10, 11:59 pm
Since Homer, poets have found inspiration in rendering or responding
to visual art in writing. In ekphrasis, the detailed description of a work
of visual art, the intersection of the verbal and the visual creates a rich
field for reflection and inspiration. How can we characterize or adopt the
stances that poets take when diving into a work of art? We will discuss
ekphrastic poems by contemporary poets — such as Mark Doty, Rita
Dove, Elizabeth Bishop, Lisel Mueller, Jim Daniels, Czeslaw Milosz —
and engage with reproductions of art to create a mindset from which we
can launch our writing.

Evening Workshops
In Short
Len Messineo
Wednesdays
November 13 - December 18, 6:30 pm - 9 pm

Deadline to register: November 5, 11:59 pm
The under-1000-word piece is an increasingly popular form. Short
pieces present special craft problems, such as how to write “big” when
given a restrictive word count. While providing a cordial and supportive
environment, this critique class encourages students to write in the
genre of their choice in under 1000 words. In addition to discussing
craft issues, participants will gain tips on publication strategies and
discovering and analyzing potential markets.

Gell One-Day Intensive

Poetry As Survival
Charles Coté
Saturday, October 5, 10 am - 5 pm

Deadline to Register: September 27, 11:59 pm
Gregory Orr writes that “poetry is the thread that leads us out of the
labyrinth of despair and into the light.” Poems that emerge from crisis
have the power to heal and re-stabilize us. We’ll read and discuss poems
that explore loss; write and share about our experiences in a safe place,
taking a mindful approach to the creative process. Participants will
receive feedback on two poems submitted before the class, and have
opportunities for meditation and nature walks.

Master Class
Novelist Master Class
J. Mulrooney
Saturday, October 26, 10 am - 1:30 pm

Required: When registering, email 5-15 pages in a Word Doc attachment
to submissions@wab.org, with the subject line “Novelist Master Class”
Deadline to register: October 18, 11:59 pm
In this class we’ll explore what’s working and what’s not in a supportive
environment. Along the way, we’ll discuss key elements of the novelist’s
craft, from the foundational-- plot, character, setting -- to the techniques
that build on your foundation -- point of view, dialogue, voice. We’ll
also spend some time on how to live as a novelist: how to keep the work
going, what to do when you’re blocked, how and when to revise.

Gell One-Day Intensive
Convergence: Nature, Writing, and Healing
Anais Salibian
Saturday, November 9, 10 am – 5 pm

Coffee and tea provided. Participants should bring a brown bag lunch.
Like nature, the process of writing provides a healing experience. How
can you write so your work does the same for the reader? There’s no
better setting than Gell to experience and explore how nature and
writing help heal body, mind and soul. You’ll have time for a walk in the
woods or journaling by the stream. Then we’ll discuss the relationship
between structure and content. There will be opportunities to share and
receive feedback if you choose.

November
Special Topic Workshops

Make a Scene! Crafting the Building Blocks of a Story
Alex Sanchez
Saturday, November 16, 10 am - 12:30 pm

Deadline to Register: November 8, 11:59 pm
How do we create scenes that keep readers turning pages? We’ll take a
deep dive into the fundamentals of crafting dynamic, layered, characterdriven scenes. We’ll study how proactive characters determine plot
events and are changed in the process. Plus, we’ll learn how to string
together scenes, with each scene carefully structured to hook the reader
forward to the next scene. You’ll take away a blueprint to construct
stronger, more engaging, page-turning scenes.

Special Effect Sentences
Anais Salibian
Saturday, November 23, 10 am - 12:30 pm

Deadline to Register: November 15, 11:59 pm
If you’ve never studied how to grow a sentence, if you don’t know
that form can actually help you generate unexpected content, if you
haven’t had the pleasure of solving sentence puzzles, then perhaps you
didn’t recognize that this is a periodic sentence. Craft involves making
decisions about diction, syntax and rhythm, creating a particular mood
or insight in readers, enticing them to further experience your prose.
Through examples and practice, learn how to be in charge of your
special effects sentences.

Scholarships available
for all workshops
visit wab.org/scholarships

740 University Ave.
Rochester, NY 14620

The Art of Astonishment
Liza Flum
Saturday, October 19, 10 am - 12:30 pm

Master Class

The Art of Literary Translation
Bruna Dantas Lobato
Saturday, November 9, 2:30 pm - 6 pm

Deadline to Register: October 31, 11:59 pm Submit by Oct. 31 to
submissions@wab.org. Prose submissions can be the 5- to 15-pages,
12-point font, double-spaced. Poetry submissions can be 3-10 pages,
12-point font, any spacing.
Translation is one of the deepest, most creative ways of engaging with
a text. It provides us with a unique opportunity to dive into another
writer’s sensibilities and rewrite a text in our own words. In this master
class, we’ll discuss what makes a translation successful and how to
effectively research and take notes for a translation. Participants are
welcome to translate from any language and any genre, but all will be
translating into English.

MASTER CLASS
A Material Memoir
Gail Hosking
Saturday, December 7, 10 am - 1:30 pm

Deadline to Register: November 30, 11:59 pm
Required: When registering, email 200-700 words in a Word Doc
attachment to submissions@wab.org, with the subject line “A Material
Memoir.”

December

People’s possessions speak of them: they are resonant, betraying, and
reflective. They chart where we’ve been and how we’ve been. We’ll tell
the story of our lives with objects that are imbued with significance
for us. Using British writer Penelope Lively’s memoir Dancing Fish
and Amonites, we will remember the whys, hows, and whens of these
personal articles as another way to approach memoir. Come to the class
with pictures or the objects themselves.

wab.org
(585) 476-2590

Celebrating Joy Harjo

H

istory was made this year when the Library of Congress named Joy Harjo the 23rd United States
Poet Laureate. A member of the Muscogee Creek Nation, she is the first Native writer to serve
in the position. A lifelong advocate for artistic voices of resistance and enlightenment, Harjo joins a
long line of distinguished Poets Laureates, most recently Tracy K. Smith, Juan Felipe Herrera, Charles
Wright, Natasha Trethewey, and Philip Levine.
Harjo says, “I share this honor with ancestors and teachers who inspired in me a love of
poetry, who taught that words are powerful and can make change when understanding appears
impossible, and how time and timelessness can live together within a poem.”
		
Born in Tulsa, Oklahoma, Harjo is the author of nine books of poetry, including
An American Sunrise (Norton, 2019) and Conflict Resolution for Holy Beings (Norton, 2015). Her
memoir, Crazy Brave, won the 2013 PEN
“Poetry is a tool for
Center USA literary prize for creative
disruption and creation and
nonfiction. She has published a children’s book,
The Good Luck Cat, and a book for young
is necessary for generations
adults, For a Girl Becoming. As a musician,
of humans to know who
she has released four award-winning CDs of
original music, and in 2009, received a Native
they are and who they are
American Music Award for Best Female Artist
becoming in the wave map
of the Year.
of history.”
Harjo’s many literary awards include,
among
others,
the Jackson Prize from Poets &
—Joy Harjo
Writers (2019); the Ruth Lilly Prize from the
Poetry Foundation (2017); the Wallace Stevens Award from the Academy of American Poets (2015);
and fellowships from the Guggenheim Foundation, the Witter Bynner Foundation, and the National
Endowment for the Arts. She was elected a Chancellor of the Academy of American Poets in 2019.

AUTUMN 2019 EVENTS
I Play His Red Guitar
Book Launch with Charlie Coté and Special Guests
Tuesday, October 1, 7 - 9 pm
Free and Open to the Public
Veterans Writing Group
First Saturday of the Month, 10 am - 1 pm
October 5, November 9, December 7
Free and Open to Veterans and Their Families
Celebrating Joy Harjo
Participatory Reading | Monty Campbell, Jr. Featured Poet
Thursday, October 10, 7 - 9 pm
Free and Open to the Public
Turning Pages Salon
Wednesday, October 16, 7 - 9 pm
Free to Turning Pages Members
Facilitated Conversation on Vievee Francis’s Forest Primeval
Meet Peter Lovenheim
Presentation, Q & A, and Book Signing
Date: October 16, 2019 10:30 am - 12:00 pm
Valley Manor, 1570 East Ave., Rochester, NY
Poetry with Terry Blackhawk:
Reading and Book Signing
Thursday, October 17, 7 pm
Free to Members | $5 General Public
Poetry with Terry Blackhawk:
Reading, Conversation, and Book Signing
Saturday, October 19, 2 -3:30 pm, Gell Center, Naples
Free to Members | $7 General Public

Joy Harjo Celebration: Community Reading
at Writers & Books
October 10, 7 - 9 pm
Participatory Reading | Monty Campbell, Jr. Featured Poet

Come share your favorite Harjo poem at our open mic and meet emcee
and poet Monty Campbell Jr., author of Train Through the Video Game
and A Large Dent in Moon (Foothills Publishing), described by Susan
Deer Cloud as “an urban Cayuga Indian’s poetry tour de force of 21st
century life in America.” A selection of books by Joy Harjo will be
available for purchase; refreshments provided.

ImageOutWrite Reading
Wednesday, October 23, 7 - 9 pm
Free and Open to the Public
Rabindranath Tagore’s Śāntiniketan Essays:
Religion, Spirituality and Philosophy
Presentation by Medha Bhattacharyya
Thursday, November 7, 7-8:30 pm
Free to Members | $5 General Public
Bruna Dantas Lobato Reading
Friday, November 8, 7 pm - 8:30 pm
Free and Open to the Public
Veteran’s Day Reading and Potluck
Thursday, November 14, 6 - 8:30 pm
Free and Open to the Public
Soul Knows No Bars: A Writer’s Journey
Doing Poetry with Inmates
Book Launch with Pat Schwartz
Tuesday, November 19, 7 - 9 pm
Free and Open to the Public
The Threshing Floor: LGBTQ+ Writing Group
Last Tuesday of the Month, 6 - 8 pm
October 29 and November 26, Reading December 17
Free and Open to the Public
The Book Thieves
First Thursday of the Month, 7 - 8:30 pm
Young Professionals Book Club
History Reading Group
Last Thursday of the Month, 7 - 8:30 pm
October 24 and November 28
Free and Open to the Public

Spotlight on Terry Blackhawk

R

eaders and writers are in for a rare treat when poet Terry Blackhawk visits Rochester and
Naples, October 17-19, 2019. The founder and former Executive Director of InsideOut
Literary Arts Project, Detroit’s legendary poets-in-the-schools program, Blackhawk is the
author of six collections of poetry, including Escape Artist, selected by Molly Peacock for the
2002 John Ciardi Prize for Poetry, and the recently released One Less River (Mayapple Press,
2019), called by Patricia Hooper an “unspecified story of loss and recovery, of grief and the
many meandering paths away from grief. . . . a luminous and rewarding book.”

Blackhawk has taught graduate-level creative writing pedagogy at
Oakland University’s Reading and Language Arts Masters Program, as
well as courses on ekphrastic writing at the Detroit Institute of Arts. She
was twice named Creative Writing Educator of the Year by the Michigan
Youth Arts Festival; served on the board of the Association of Writers and
Writing Programs (AWP), 2008-2012; and was named a Kresge Arts in
Detroit Literary Fellow in 2013.

AUTUMN 2019
YOUTH WORKSHOPS

“Language itself is as alive
to Blackhawk as a field of
high grass in the wind …
Blackhawk’s lustrous lyrics
carry the grateful reader
into hidden dimensions.”
—Donna Seaman

Hosted by Alzheimer’s Association, Rochester & Finger Lakes Chapter, and Writers & Books

Poetry with Terry Blackhawk

O

Thursday, October 17, 7 pm
Reading and Book Signing
740 University Avenue, Rochester
Free to Members | $5 General Public
Friday, October 18, 6 - 8:30 pm
The Ecstatic Ekphrastic: Craft Workshop
740 University Avenue, Rochester
$65 Member | $75 General Public
Scholarships Available

Come visit our sponsor table at the Rochester Children's Book Festival
and meet Robin L. Flanigan, author of the forthcoming M is for Mindful,
a children’s abecedarian poetry book that cultivates self-awareness,
compassion, respect for diversity, and other practices that shape the way
we think and act. Copies of the book will be available for purchase.

Sited on 24 pristine acres in the Bristol Hills of the famed
Finger Lakes region, Gell: A Finger Lakes Creative
Retreat is Writers & Books’ welcoming space for creative
solitude, literary events, and site-responsive activities.
Please ask us about opportunities to hold your next social
gathering, book group discussion, day-long workshop,
or organizational retreat at Gleason Lodge. And consider
Gell House, surrounded by a landscaped yard and acres of
woodlands, for your next writer’s residency in nature.

The November event includes a talk by the author, a brief flute performance, Q & A, and a book signing. Like
Falling through a Cloud will be available for purchase on site and at Writers & Books (as of November 2019).
Join us!
November 18, 2019, 11 am -12:15 pm
Monroe Community Hospital
435 East Henriette Road, Rochester, NY 14620
Free and Open to the Public
For event sponsorship opportunities,
email Alison Meyers, alisonm@wab.org

“When my writing slowed, we got
in the car and moved our way
through various local parks and
vineyards. After my kids went to
bed, I spent each evening watching
the sunset from the deck or what we
called the typewriter room. While
my wife read, I went over the day’s
work, and then it was the walk up
to the cabin the next morning, a
ritual I already miss.”
		
— Kevin Clouther,
		Writer-in-Residence
As of November 2019, Gell is open for private tours on
the second Thursday of every month, 10 am - 1 pm.
To schedule yours, email Kathy Pottetti: kathyp@wab.org.
Rental rates: https://wab.org/gell-writers-retreat

— by Nick DiChario, former fiction editor of HazMat Review and
former director of adult education and programming at W&B

W

riters & Books (W&B) and the Rochester writing community
suffered a great loss on Friday, September 13, when Norman
Lorain Davis died in his hometown of Wellsville, New York, at the
age of 85.
Norm was a mainstay of the Rochester poetry scene, making it his
mission to promote local poets, writers, musicians, and artists. He
curated W&B’s own Wide Open Mic for more than thirty years and
supported many literary events in and around Rochester, including
readings and performances at the Greenhouse Café, Java Joe’s,
Jazzberry’s, and Daily Perks, among others. He was a brilliant teacher
and staunch advocate for W&B, and he loved to help people of all
ages and backgrounds discover their voices, express their unique
worldviews, and celebrate their talents. This included facilitating
W&B’s writing group for seniors.
In addition, during his lengthy
career as an educational psychologist, Norm
helped hundreds of highly creative, at-risk
youth find purpose and direction—and many
of those young people stayed in touch with him
throughout the years.
A gifted writer in his own right,
Norm often read publicly from his volume
of poetry Rome Gothic, a book that is still
cherished among the Rochester literati over
twenty years after its original publication in
1991.
In 1996, Norm realized a lifelong
dream by founding and becoming editor and
publisher of his own magazine, HazMat Review,
and used this forum for ten years to print socially and politically
hazardous material featuring mainly local authors.
Well known for his skills as a conversationalist, Norm was
intensely curious about every individual he met. He looked at human
interaction as a challenge and opportunity to help us think critically,
look deeper into ourselves, or simply laugh harder at the ironies and
absurdities of life. He considered poetry a living thing that carried
its own meanings, messages, and social implications far beyond the
author’s vision. Most importantly, he believed that words could heal,
and he never missed a chance to convince others of this truth.
Norm led an interesting life. As a young man, he attended
Christian Bible college in San Francisco. Although the religion didn’t
stick, he discovered the jazz and poetry scene in North Beach, and
his love of music and poetry was born. In 1960, he performed as
a backup vocalist on the original Hollywood Argyles’ recording of
“Alley Oop.” The song reached number one on the Billboard Hot 100,

Staff

Music matters. Making music matters more.
With individual lessons, classes, ensembles and
more, The Hochstein School is consistently the
school of choice for music and dance education.
ALL ages and abilities are welcome.
Join our Hochstein community. Make “someday” today!
Tuition assistance available to those who qualify.

50 N. Plymouth Ave. • 585.454.4596 • hochstein.org
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“Eugenia Zukerman
reminds us of the delicate
balance between human
fragility and resilience.”
—Yo-Yo Ma

In Memoriam: Norm Davis

Retreat to Gell

Rochester Children's Book Festival
Saturday, November 2, 10 am-4 pm
Monroe Community College,
R. Thomas Flynn Campus Center

n November 18, meet internationally acclaimed flutist Eugenia Zukerman, author of Like Falling through a
Cloud: A Lyrical Memoir (East End Press, November 2019), an uplifting, intimate chronicle of the author’s
year of finding her way through a maze of confusion and brambles of loss. The former artistic director of Bravo!
Vail Valley Music Festival and arts correspondent for CBS Sunday Morning, Zukerman has published two
novels and two works of nonfiction, and is the author of numerous screenplays. She will share her journey with
Alzheimer’s when she makes Rochester a stop on her national book tour, which coincides with Alzheimer’s
Awareness Month.

Saturday, October 19, 2 -3:30 pm
Reading, Conversation, and Book Signing
Gell Center, Naples
Free to Members | $7 General Public

Writers & Books is proud to partner with Frederick Douglass Family Initiatives to
distribute copies of the bicentennial edition of Narrative of the Life of Frederick
Douglass: An American Slave to young readers throughout the Rochester area.
FDFI’s ultimate goal is placing this book in the hands of one million youth across the
country and inspiring them to be agents of change in their own communities. For
more information, visit our website or email Sally Bittner Bonn at sallyb@wab.org.

Avid and accomplished teen writers meet to explore new approaches to
their craft, give one another feedback under the guidance of published
writers, and plot world domination, or at least the future domination of
the publishing industry! Using examples, prompts, and optional outside
assignments, participants explore literary genres, techniques, and
approaches, and receive encouraging, strategic feedback on whatever
works-in-progress are underway. We’ll set ourselves a writing challenge
and plan to publish a collection of our work.

In this young writers group you’ll do some new writing, share your
work, and hone your skills. This will be a supportive community
mentored by MCC creative writing major, Misty Yarnall who will
present writing prompts, offer tips for revising and editing, and most of
all create space for young writers to gather!

Join us!

One Million Abolitionists

Teen Writers Circle | ages 13+
5 Saturdays 10:30 am-12:30 pm
October 5, 19, November 2, 16, 23
$120 Members | $140 General Public
Scholarships Available

Writers ROC | ages 10-12
Free and open to the public
Fridays 3:45 pm - 5 pm
Sept. 27, Oct. 11 & 25, Nov. 8 & 15, Dec, 6 & 13

Like Falling through a Cloud: Eugenia Zukerman Presents

A 501 (c)3 nonprofit literary arts center, Writers & Books promotes reading and
writing as lifelong acitivites for people of all ages and backgrounds in Greater
Rochester and beyond.

Become a Writers & Books Member!

When you do, you join a growing community of individuals dedicated to supporting
the many valuable reading and writing activities serving thousands of youth and adults
every year. Learn about membership levels and benefits at
https://wab.org/get-involved/membership/.

CANCELLATIONS, REFUNDS, FEES

•
•
•

•

If a course fails to meet the minimum registration, it will be cancelled and full
tuition refunded. We make every effort to notify you 72 hours in advance.
Requests for refunds must be received in writing at office@wab.org.
If you withdraw from a class at least three business days before the first meeting,
you will receive a full refund minus a 15% processing fee.
The following deadlines apply:
• Mini Workshops, Special Topic Classes, Master Classes, and Gell Intensives:
Tuition, minus 25%, is refundable when request is received 24 hours before
the first session. Thereafter, refunds will not be issued.
• Six-Week Workshops: Tuition, minus 25%, is refundable after the first class
meeting. Thereafter, refunds will not be issued. Tuition will not be pro-rated
for missed classes.
5. A $30 fee is charged for bad checks.

Volunteer and Help Us Thrive!

Need a space to create?
Use our studios!
FOR MORE INFORMATION:
rochesterarts.org 585-244-1730
713 Monroe Ave Rochester, NY 14607

and the gig earned him all of twenty-five dollars cash. (He never saw
another penny from it.)
Norm was profoundly antiwar, a recurring theme in much
of his writing, and he often struggled with his role in what he called
“the industrial war machine.” In addition to being a Korean War
veteran, he served as a special weapons technician in the mid-1950s,
responsible for loading and arming thermonuclear bombs. According
to Norm, his job was to “set the clevis hook,” without which there
would be no atomic explosion. Something about the irony that
the military would trust him, of all people, with the urgent task of
annihilating millions of innocent souls, appealed to him. He would
later name the small press he founded Clevis Hook Press in honor of
that irony.
Norm returned to Korea after the war where he learned
the Korean language, taught school, met and married his sweetheart,
and eventually came home to America, much to our advantage.
Along with countless friends, he leaves behind two sons, Foster
and Walter, his daughter Lorraine, and his
granddaughter Hana.
On a personal note, Norm was one of my
oldest and dearest friends. He was among the
first people I met at W&B (at an open mic)
when I was a young man in my twenties. I
remember thinking, who is this strange guy
in the black leather vest, wrinkled T-shirt,
and frayed flat cap, wearing dirty glasses and
carrying an armload of books? Imagine my
surprise when I saw he was running the show.
I learned later that his wife, who could never
quite master the English language, regularly
accused him of dressing like a “bill-hilly.” He
found this so funny that I think it shaped his
wardrobe for the remainder of his days.
I was fortunate to see Norm a week before he died. While
his health had been failing for some time, he was alert and in good
humor that afternoon, and we sat outside on the porch with a group
of friends reminiscing about the old days at W&B, our chaotic
HazMat editorial meetings at Salena’s Mexican Restaurant, and the
quirky characters of the early open mic scene. I loved him dearly, and
I’ll remember him always.
Of course, now that Norm is gone, we can only thank
him for his service and commitment to the arts in Rochester. To
say that he was a special person who will be greatly missed is a
vast understatement, but it must be said nonetheless. W&B will
be hosting a public celebration of Norm’s life and work on Friday,
October 4. In the meantime, let us all remember him for the way he
enriched our lives, for the gentle spirit, kind soul, and inspiration he
was to so many.

About Writers & Books

•

Want to learn something new?
Join us for a class!

Join Writers & Books’ volunteer corps and have the satisfaction of seeing your talents
and “sweat equity” enhance our programs while making new friends. Email Rachael
Kisenyi at rachaelk@wab.org to learn about volunteer opportunities: Green Thumb
Committee, Event Wranglers, PR Street Gang, and the Make It Look Nice Committee.
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Bringing a World of Theatre to Rochester
Bringing Rochester Theatre to the World

NOVEMBER 2-17

WORLD PREMIERE
COMEDY-DRAMA
A Hollywood couple’s
interracial marriage is put to
the test when one of them is
nominated for a Golden Globe
for playing a racist cop.

jcccenterstage.org

DECEMBER 7-22

AREA PREMIERE COMEDY
Chef Rossi’s rebellion against
her Orthodox Jewish mom
leads her to become NYC’s
#1 lesbian punk rock caterer
in this hilariously irreverent
comedy...with food!

585.461.2000

1200 Edgewood Avenue, Rochester, NY 14618

