
January

February

March

MINI WORKSHOPS 
Saturdays, 11 am - 12:30 pm 

$22 members | $25 General Public
Scholarships Available

Getting Started:
Form and Content for the Beginning Writer
Anais Salbian — January 11

Finding Your Voice with a Journal
Nancy Steinkamp — January 18
 
Poetry: Getting Unstuck
David Ruekberg  — January 25

Overcome Writer’s Block: Break Through the 
Resistance that Keeps You From Writing
Alex Sanchez  — February 1

Telling Secrets
Liza Flum  — February 8

The Healing Power of Personal Writing
Karen vanMeenen  — February 15

Hidden Figures:
How Inanimate Objects Help Us See Ourselves 
Alicia Hoffman  — February 22

Writing the Future
Alison Lyke  — February 29

Workshop Prices
Mini Workshops
Saturdays 11 am - 12:30 pm
$22 members | $25 General Public

Evening Workshops 
6 weeks, 5 sessions, 1 reading
$225 Members | $265 General Public

Special Topic Workshops 
1 session, 2.5 Hours 
$65 Members | $75 General Public

Master Classes 
1 session, 3.5 Hours
$80 Members | $90 General Public

Gell One-Day Intensives
A Finger Lakes Creative Retreat
6581 West Hollow Road, Naples, NY
1 Session, Saturdays, 10 am - 5 pm
$145 Members | $165 General Public

Scholarships available
for all workshops

visit wab.org/scholarships

Six-Week Workshops
Enter Stage Write: The 10-Minute Play
Paula Marchese
Wednesdays, January 8 - February 12, 6:30 pm - 9 pm
Deadline to Register: January 1, 11:59 pm
Create drama on the spot, and learn and refine storytelling techniques 
for the stage. By the end of the class, you will have a solid understanding 
of the elements of drama: character, action, themes, language, tone, and 
more. You will write a 2-page/2-character playlet and a 10-page play to 
submit to the many contests and festivals that feature the short form.  This 
workshop’s success depends on the interactive support and participation 
of everyone as audience and actor and writer. Open to all levels.

Fiction Writer’s Workshop
Brian Wood
Thursdays, January 9 - February 13, 6:30 pm - 9 pm
Deadline to Register: January 2, 11:59 pm
Writing is both an art and a craft. Sometimes writing can be spiritual, 
healing, an exuberance of creativity. The editing and crafting of words 
typically can feel just like work. But it’s the work that provides rewards. 
Through careful examination of participants’ writing, this workshop will 
help you hone your craft and ready your writing for publication. You can 
look forward to engaging class discussions on the craft of fiction and how 
to strengthen your writing through close reading and self-editing. The 
majority of class time will center on the critique and analysis of student 
work; accordingly, every participant is expected to share a piece of their 
writing (up to 12 double-spaced pages) for the class to read and edit. The 
last class will allow each student the opportunity to share their work with 
a public audience.

Character Driven Fiction: Making it Happen
David Seaburn
Wednesdays, January 15 - February 19, 6:30 pm - 9 pm
Deadline to register: January 8, 11:59 pm
E.M. Forster suggested that if an author writes that the King died and 
then the Queen died, there is no plot for the story; but if the author 
writes that the King died and then the Queen died of grief, the writer has 
provided a plot line. It is through the nuanced complexity of characters’ 
internal lives and external actions that plots are driven. Workshop 
participants in this workshop will learn how to create characters who 
become people on the page—people who engage with each other, and 
in the process, create stories. In this workshop, we will examine the key 
elements of plot, the importance of subplots, the value of movement, and 
dialogue, and how to introduce twists and turns. There will be ample time 
to write, read, and discuss.

740 University Avenue
Rochester, NY 14607

wab.org            (585) 473-2590 @WritersandBooks

Writing Your Memoirs: The Surprise Story of Your Life
Anais Salibian
Wednesdays, January 22 - March 4 (no class Feb. 5),
11 am - 1:30 pm 
Deadline to register: January 15, 11:59 pm
Writing does more than put down what you already know; it helps you 
discover new meanings. If you’re interested in writing about your life but 
don’t know where to start, this is the class for you. We’ll discuss different 
forms of memoir and do writing exercises that will help you find the 
stories inside the flow of events in your life. We’ll learn the basics of how 
to “show, not tell” so that your writing comes alive. You’ll learn how to 
use dialog, description, action, inner thoughts, and summary to write a 
compelling narrative.

Six-Week Workshops
Write Your First (or Next) Novel
Alex Sanchez
Wednesdays, February 26 - April 1, 6:30 pm - 9 pm
Deadline to Register: February 18, 11:59 pm
You’ve always wanted to write a novel, but aren’t sure how. Or maybe 
you tried and got bogged down, or lost steam, or don’t know what to do 
next. Have no fear! Through class discussions and readings, we’ll break 
down the novel writing process into steps to help you work through the 
roadblocks holding you back. You’ll develop your own novel idea or 
manuscript through writing exercises and revision assignments. By the 
end of the course, you’ll have made concrete progress on your project 
and will take away an action plan for what to do next.

Special Topic Workshops
Your One Wild and Precious Life: Writing and Yoga
Marjana Ababovic
Saturday, January 4, 10 am - 12:30 pm
Deadline to Register: December 30, 11:59 pm
Mary Oliver asks in her poem “The Summer Day”: “Tell me, what is it 
you plan to do with your one wild and precious life?” This workshop will 
make you pause with questions: What would you like to focus on this 
year? How to uncover your forgotten dreams? What is meaningful to 
you? How do you want to live your life? How to make the best of 2020? 
The workshop will include guided personal writing, gentle yoga, and 
meditation. At the end of the session, you will have a list or a drawing or 
a vision of your life in the year 2020. A great way to tune in, rejuvenate, 
replenish, and focus on what matters. Please bring a yoga mat and a 
notebook.

Special Topic Workshops
Opportunity Spaces: Exploring the Flat Spots in Story
Robert Glick
Saturday, February 8, 10 am - 12:30 pm
Deadline to Register: January 31, 11:59 pm
In sentence, summary, and scene, works that are in process inevitably 
contain flat spots—unnecessary abstractions, unexplored character 
traits, buried thematics—that can undermine the power of the story. In 
this workshop, we will learn to recognize these flat spots as opportunity 
spaces, which, through expansion, give us room to breathe life into our 
stories and novels. 

Six-Week Workshops
Poetry: Image and Sentence
David Ruekberg
Wednesdays, March 11 - April 15, 6:30 pm - 9 pm
Deadline to Register: March 4, 11:59 pm
Ezra Pound defined image as “that which presents an intellectual and 
emotional complex in an instant of time.” It’s the thing that sparks a 
moment of epiphany, that makes us go “Ah!” And yet poems are made 
of sentences, or parts of sentences, one damn word after another. In 
this class, we’ll look at how words, lines, and sentences prepare the 
way for moments of increased understanding. Through discussion and 
brief written commentary, we’ll look at how poets, from John Keats to 
Yehuda Amichai (and beyond), wrangle with this interplay. Participants 
will generate new writing and discuss it in the same way we discuss 
published work, noticing what’s there and how it’s working, rather than 
“fixing” other people’s poems. The final class will be a public reading.

Special Topic Workshops
Deepening Your Expression with a Journal
Nancy Steinkamp
Saturday, March 7, 10 am - 12:30 pm
Deadline to Register: February 28, 11:59 pm
What are we learning from our life journey? Is there wisdom lying 
dormant that is tender, humorous, or aching to be expressed so that 
it can connect with another person’s experience? In this class you 
will review your past writing through  a new reflective lens to reveal 
universal themes and deepen your unfolding story. Using special 
journaling techniques, you will discover the meaning behind your 
writing and determine who would resonate with your unique message 
as you craft it into a completed piece for sharing. Bring a journal or 
personal writing sample to explore.

Show, Don’t Tell—But How?
Alex Sanchez
Saturday, March 14, 10 am - 12:30 pm
Deadline to register: March 6, 11:59 pm 
You’ve probably been told at least once, “show, don’t tell!” It’s one of the 
fundamental rules of writing, but how, exactly, can we do it? Through 
class discussions, reading examples, and writing exercises, we’ll take a 
deep dive into learning the specific tools and techniques used by great 
writers and apply them to our own projects. (And we’ll also learn when 
it’s okay to tell.)

Writing a Powerful Memoir
Mark Block
Saturday, March 28, 10 am - 12:30 pm
Deadline to Register: March 20, 11:59 pm
In this workshop, we will begin with a discussion of the key elements 
of writing effective memoirs. Using prompts in a timed activity, 
participants will write short pieces to share with the group. Group 
feedback will focus on how well each writer has utilized the key elements 
of memoir composition.

Master Classes
Talk Pretty to Me: Dialogue Master Class
Brian Wood
Saturday, March 21, 10 am - 1:30 pm
Deadline to Register: March 13, 11:59 pm 
When registering, email two pages of dialogue in a Word Doc attach-
ment to:
submissions@wab.org, with the subject line “Dialogue”
Elmore Leonard once said, “Think of what you skip reading a novel: 
thick paragraphs of prose you can see have too many words in them…. 
I’ll bet you don’t skip dialogue.” Perhaps because it’s so important, 
many writers find dialogue the most intimidating part of writing. Not 
any more. In this master class we’ll learn and practice the tools and 
techniques to make your dialogue sing. First, we’ll develop three tools 
to craft effective speech: sound, tags, and weight. Then, through in-class 
exercises and workshopping passages, paticipants will  learn to hone 
their dialogue until it’s pitch perfect.

Stranger Things:
Intro to Sci Fi and Fantasy Flash Fiction
Celeste Schantz-Kovachi
Saturday, January 18, 10 am - 12:30 pm
Deadline to Register: January 10, 11:59 pm
Do you have a story to tell? Fantastic worlds to share? Characters in 
your head? Join fellow creative writers to encounter wild fiction that will 
have you falling through wormholes and sipping tea by the pool with 
replicants. Discover how to share your own stranger things, dreams, and 
nightmare visions in beautiful, brief detail. In this workshop, you’ll read 
some fantastic examples of uncanny speculative flash fiction. Several 
unconventional writing techniques will be shared; then we’ll spend some 
time crafting our own wild, weird drafts. 

Speculative Nonfiction
Sonya Bilocerkowycz
Saturday, January 25, 10 am - 12:30 pm
Deadline to register: January 17, 11:59 pm 
Nonfiction is often understood to be the genre most bound by “facts” 
and “truth.” But as nonfiction writers, we recognize that sometimes a 
thing that feels true may not be so easily categorized. What, for example, 
is the role of imagination in nonfiction? Of memories misremembered? 
Of theorizing? Of cultural myths, or dreams, or hallucinations? 
Contemporary essayists Robin Hemley and Leila Philip suggest that 
speculative nonfiction “concerns itself with the figurative over the literal, 
ambiguity over knowing, meditation over reportage.” Together, we will 
confront and test this definition, analyze essays that employ speculation 
in the service of reality, and begin crafting our own pieces of speculative 
nonfiction. 

Memoir in Fragments
Gail Hosking
Tuesday, February 18, 2 pm - 4:30 pm
Deadline to register: February 10, 11:59 pm 
Do you ever feel overwhelmed about writing about your past because it 
feels like too big a task? Our memories and thoughts come in fragments. 
We can push through the opposition by using prompts as a springboard 
to generate small pieces and find ways into our stories of the past. We 
will play with language as we learn about the craft of scene, summary, 
reflection, and causal logic. “Even if you were in prison,” Rainer Maria 
Rilke wrote, “wouldn’t you still have your childhood, that treasure of 
memory?” He believed in bringing our perceptions into language where 
it can live again. Come and begin.

Seeing Again: Digging Deeper for Revision
Anais Salibian
Saturday, February 29, 10 am - 12:30 pm
Deadline to register: February 21, 11:59 pm 
Once you have an initial draft, editing is not the next step. Discovering 
a new vision is. We’ll undertake a series of writing exercises designed 
to allow us to see more deeply into our material to find its true shape 
and meaning. We’ll ask questions that invite uncovering what is trying 
to emerge from our writing and what may be getting in our way. In the 
process, revision will change from a daunting chore to a deeply engaging 
and heart-opening exploration.

On Our Way Home from the Revolution: Book Launch
Wednesday, January 22, 7 pm
Free and open to the public

Two Californias: Book Launch
Thursday, February 6, 7 pm
Free and open to the public

Toni Morrison Celebration
Wednesday, February 19

How To Unravel A Buried Story:
Re-Discovering Martha Matilda Harper
March 31, 7pm
$5 General Public | Free to Members

2 Pages/2 Voices Staged Reading
Tuesday, January 21, 8 pm
Free and open to the public

Genesee Reading Series
Joanna Scott & James Longenbach
Tuesday, December 10, 7:30 pm
$5 General Public | Free to Members

Sonja Livingston & Rachel Hall
Tuesday, January 14, 7:30 pm
$5 General Public | Free to Members

First Fridays
January 3, February 7, March 6, 6 pm - 9 pm
Free and open to the Public

History Reading Salon
Fourth Thursdays, 7 pm  - 8:30 pm
Free and open to the public

January 23: U.S. Eugenics, 1870-1950
February 27: The Conquests of Alexander the Great
March 26: Easter 1916: The Irish Rising

Book Thieves Young Professional Book Club
First Thursdays, 7 pm - 8:30 pm
Free and open to the public

February 6: Say Nothing: A True Story of Murder and Memory in Northern 
Ireland by Patrick Radden
March 5: Severance, by Ling Ma

Veteran’s Writing Group
First Saturdays, 10am - 1pm
January 4, February 1, March 7
Free and open to the public

The Threshing Floor: LGBTQ+ Writing Group
Last Wednesdays, 6 pm - 8 pm
January 29, February 26, March 25
Free and open to the public

Wide Open Mic
First Wednesdays, 7 pm - 8:30 pm
February 5, March 4, April 1
Free and open to the public

As I enter my seventh month at Writers & Books, I am mindful of the many ways in which Rochester’s 
reading, writing, and arts activist communities have extended an open hand. Thank you for your gener-
osity in sharing observations, experiences, critique, ideas, and dreams.
 
Earlier this week, I was inspired by reading the words of our National Youth Poet Laureate Kara Jackson. 
What she says about poetry is, I believe, the real work of all literature: “Poetry provides the language 
necessary to construct the possible. In a time when fear is so frequent, we must name this fear in order 
to approach it. Poetry helps us christen and construct our wildest dreams, our timid ideas, for as [Au-
dre] Lorde says, ‘There are no new ideas. There are only new ways of making them felt.’” (Interview with 
Madeleine Weinfeld, Bustle). 
 
As we turn the page on 2019 and look ahead to a new year of programming, our Writers & Books team 
will strive for intentionality and energizing the culture shaping work that reading and writing can per-
form: enriching discourse, revealing truths, advancing empathy, and nurturing possibility.
 
I’m pleased to share news of two series inspired by legacy programs. Wanda Schubmehl, who brilliantly 
has curated our Genesee Reading Series for well over a decade, will host her final reading in January. 
Building on the rich history she and her predecessor M.J. Iuppa built, in February, we are launching Lit-
erary Partners, an admission-free reading series. Our goal is bringing together writers and readers from 
Rochester’s many neighborhoods; please read on to learn how you can participate. And take note of our 
Next Steps Literary Series, a reimagining of the Ladder Literary Conference. Join us on February 22 for 
our kick-off workshop, A Sense of Place in Narrative Nonfiction, led by Michael J. McGandy.
 
With appreciation,
 

Alison Meyers
Executive Director

To Our Friends

WINTER 2020 CALENDAR

WINTER 2020 EVENTS



Scholarships available
for all workshops

visit wab.org/scholarships
Scholarships available for all workshops

visit wab.org/scholarships

A 501 (c)3 nonprofit literary arts center, Writers & Books promotes 
reading and writing as lifelong acitivites for people of all ages and 
backgrounds in Greater Rochester and beyond. 

Become a Writers & Books Member!
Become a Writers & Books Member! When you do, you join a growing 
number of individuals dedicated to building community through the 
shared experience of literature. Learn about membership levels and 
benefits at https://wab.org/get-involved/membership/.

Mark your calendar for Valentine’s Prelude on February 8 and 
discover all there is to love about Writers & Books. Members are 
cordially invited to attend a winter open house featuring refreshments, 
entertainment, and conviviality

Volunteer and Help Us Thrive!
Meet new friends and help Writers & Books thrive. Email Community 
Outreach Coordinator Rachael Kisenyi at rachaelk@wab.org and ask 
about joining our Green Thumb Committee (indoor and outdoor 
gardening), Event Wranglers (help deliver and host successful events), 
PR Street Gang (get WAB’s news out into the community), Bookstore 
Posse (stock and tidy shelves, enter data, conduct research), and 
the Beautification Committee (your efforts will enhance our space) 

CANCELLATIONS, REFUNDS, FEES
• If a course fails to meet the minimum registration, it will be 

cancelled and full tuition refunded. We make every effort to 
notify you 72 hours in advance.

• Requests for refunds must be received in writing at office@wab.
org. 

• If you withdraw from a class at least three business days before 
the first meeting, you will receive a full refund minus a 15% 
processing fee. 

• The following deadlines apply:
• Mini Workshops, Special Topic Classes, Master Classes, 

and Gell Intensives: Tuition, minus 25%, is refundable 
when request is received 24 hours before the first session. 
Thereafter, refunds will not be issued.

• Six-Week Workshops: Tuition, minus 25%, is refundable 
after the first class meeting. Thereafter, refunds will not be 
issued. Tuition will not be pro-rated for missed classes.

• A $30 fee is charged for bad checks.

Alison Meyers, Executive Director
Sally Bittner Bonn, Director of Youth Education
Dan Herd, Director of Adult Programs
Chris Fanning, Director of Communications
Tristan Tomaselli, Graphic Designer
Karen VanMeenan,

Director of Community Reading Programs
Alexa Scott-Flaherty, Donor Relations Manager
Kathy Pottetti, Director of Gell
Laura Trowbridge,

Visitor Services Manager/Programs Associate
Clara O’Connor,

Assistant to the Director/Bookstore 
Coordinator

Rachael Kisenyi,
Community Outreach Coordinator

Mardy Mohammed, Visitor Services Associate
Misty Yarnall, Visitor Services Associate
Brian Klingensmith, Bookkeeper
Ryan Collins, Intern

Board of Directors
Bruce Gianniny, President
Adrian Neil, Vice President
Jennifer R. Kellogg, Secretary
Christine A. Eichelberger, Treasurer
Mark Boylan
Eric Cook
Susan Desino
Peggy S. Fox
Teresa Galbier
Beverly Gold
Grant Holcomb
Frank Interlichia
Lauren E. Kelly
Frank Lesczinski
Gilbert K. McCurdy
David J. Mihalyov
Brad VanAuken

Funders
Ames Amzalak Memorial Trust
Canandaigua National Bank & Trust
Canandaigua National Community 
Foundation
Max and Marian Farash Charitable 
Foundation 
Kenneth E. Gell Fund
Gianniny Family Fund II
HBT Architects
Harris Beach, PLLC
Mary S. Mulligan Charitable Trust
Monroe County
New York State Council on the Arts
Paychex
Pike Company
RBC Wealth Management
Rochester Area Community 
Foundation
St. John Fisher College
SUNY College of Brockport
John F. Wegman Fund

Writers & Books is 
proud to partner 
with Frederick 
Douglass Family 
Initiatives to 
distribute copies 
of the bicentennial 
edition of Narrative 
of the Life of 
Frederick Douglass: 
An American 
Slave to young 
readers throughout 
the Rochester 
area. FDFI’s 

ultimate goal is placing this book in the hands 
of one million youth across the country and 
inspiring them to be agents of change in their own 
communities. For more information, visit our 
website or email Sally Bittner Bonn at
sallyb@wab.org.

February Break
February 17 - 21

Deadline to register: February 6, 11:59 pm

Ages: 10-13
Fiction Workshop: Daydream Your Hero’s Journey
Wendy Low
Monday - Wednesday, February 17 - 19, 9 am - 3 pm
$132 Members | $150 General Public

“We all—adults and children, writers and readers—
have an obligation to daydream.” —Neil Gaiman

Good at daydreaming? Writing fiction is one place to apply 
your talent! You can experience the world through the senses of 
your main character, whether they are a mouse, a dragon, a shy 
middle-schooler, or someone never yet encountered in fiction.  By 
learning the basic structures of a “Hero’s Journey” and using guided 
meditation to daydream each section into scenes, you will create 
your character’s journey into a world that will test their strength 
of character and transform them into the hero they carry within. 
The first morning we will work closely together to understand the 
process. Thereafter, you will be given prompts and have time to 
daydream and write. Please note that we will take breaks outdoors 
to refresh our brains.

Comedy Improv
Julie Donofrio
Thursday & Friday, February 20 & 21, 9 am - 3 pm
$88 Members | $100 General Public
In this two-day workshop, students will learn the basic rules of 
improvisation and some basic comedy techniques, as well as a 
variety of theater games and comedy improv games, such as those 
featured on the television show, Whose Line Is It Anyway? The class 
will present some of their favorite games for family members at the 
end of the second day.

Register for both of the above workshops and save!
$195 Members | $225 General Public

Ages: 14-17
FLASH! Fiction & Photography
Juliana Muniz & Christine Green
Monday - Friday, February 17-21, 9 am - 3 pm
$275 Members | $300 General Public
In this collaborative experience with Flower City Arts Center, 
participants will create their own fictional stories with a skilled 
writer, then learn how to create their own black- and- white 
photographs to illustrate their writing. Participants will enjoy craft 
lessons in setting, character, and story arc; gain hands-on experience 
using a professional lighting studio; learn how to photograph with 
a 35mm B&W film camera; and create their own photographic 
prints in a darkroom. By the end of camp, they will have created a 
collaborative book to take home with them! No prior experience 
necessary. The course will take place at Writers & Books and Flower 
City Arts Center. Details will be provided after registration.

One Million Abolitionists

April Break
April 6-10, 2020

Deadline to register: March 26, 11:59 pm

9 am - 3 pm
Per Day: $44 Members | $50 General Public
Register for all 5 days and SAVE!
$195 Members | $225 General Public

Ages: 7-9

MONDAY: Start Your Story
Rylie Day
Are stories constantly running through your imagination? Get your 
ideas out of your head and onto paper! This camp will give you fresh 
ideas and creative tools for starting your own story or continuing work 
on one you have already begun.

TUESDAY: Young Storytellers
Judy DeCroce
The art of storytelling is important for confidence in any presentation. 
We’ll use theater games to introduce skills needed to perform and 
engage an audience. We will practice a variety of techniques to deliver a 
story including voice, body language, and facial expressions.

WEDNESDAY: Stories to Grow On
Tracy Nemecek
Stories can help us take a closer look at our own thoughts and feelings 
and appreciate moments of joy and face moments of challenge. We’ll 
read stories together as a group, create art, and use creative movement 
to understand and express our emotions more effectively. Read, create, 
grow!

THURSDAY: Heroes of Social Justice
Marna Rossi
Celebrate heroes around the world who stand up for justice and 
freedom. We will learn about local and international heroes, decide 
what makes a hero, and use your imagination in fun activities honoring 
heroes. With a partner, present to your classmates an amazing hero who 
dared to be different, through a short skit and a collage drawing.

FRIDAY: Superheroes Are Everywhere
Lisa Buck
Superheroes aren’t just in the movies and comic books, they are 
everywhere: in your family, among your friends, in your neighborhood. 
We’ll look at the book Superheroes Are Everywhere by Kamala Harris. By 
exploring different cultural, ethnic, and social backgrounds not always 
found in mainstream children’s lit we will discover that everyone can 
have an amazing story.

Ages: 10-13

MONDAY: Comedy Improvisation
Julie Donofrio
Improvisation is acting without a script, and often includes audience 
participation. Students will learn the basic rules of improv, and then 
a variety of theater games and comedy improv games such as those 
featured on the television show, Whose Line is it Anyway? To put their 
new skills to work the class will present some of their favorite games 
for friends and family at 2:00 pm.

TUESDAY: Myth, Mystery, & Me
Almeta Whitis
Today we will go on an imaginary adventure, encounter formidable 
and friendly beings to help us seek creative solutions to magical 
problems, mirrored in our present world challenges. Enter a magical 
landscape to discover our inner resources, explore myths, and use 
archetypes and mystery to learn important life lessons. A treasure 
hunt for magical amulets will bring challenges, dispel chaos, establish 
harmony and bring peace and unity to a broken world. 

WEDNESDAY: Flash Your Fiction
Judy DeCroce
Flash fiction is a short form of writing in which every word is 
essential. These stories have a rhythm, and foundation of character, 
setting, and plot. We will learn to hook the reader quickly, and then, 
through an unexpected twist, leave the reader wanting more. Students 
will go home with at least three new pieces of writing!

THURSDAY: Hogwarts Day One
FRIDAY: Hogwarts Day Two
Jump into the world of all things Harry Potter! You will make a 
wand, write for the Daily Prophet, and take several classes central to 
the wizarding world. Learn Defense Against the Dark Arts, Potions, 
Transfiguration and more! Leave at the end of the day feeling as if you 
yourself were a student at Hogwarts. It is not necessary to participate 
in Day One in order to participate in Day Two!

HOGWARTS INSTRUCTORS INCLUDE: Sarah Brown, Rylie Day, 
Amy Delucia, Chris Fanning, Tracy Nemecek, Sara Penner, Alexa 
Scott-Flaherty

Writers & Books is 
wheelchair accessable

Write On for Homeschoolers — Ages: 13+
11 Wednesdays, January 8-March 25, 12:30 pm - 2 pm
(no class Feb. 19)
$182 Members | $206 General Public
Instructor: Caren Barth
We live to create at Write On. Stories and skits go from idea to ready-
to-share as we take them through the 5-step writing process. Classes 
include writing prompts or games, time to work on projects, and a little 
break to play (outdoors, when the weather allows). Content will be 
student-directed, so expect lots of creativity! Please send students with 
writing materials, a snack, and a water bottle.

Weekly Programs

Writers ROC — Ages: 10-12
Free and open to the public
Fridays, January 3 - May 15, 3:45 pm - 5 pm
(no meetings on 2/21, 4/3, 4/10)
In this young writers group you’ll do some new writing, share your 
work, and hone your skills. This will be a supportive community 
mentored by MCC creative writing major Misty Yarnall, who will 
present writing prompts, offer tips for revising and editing, and most of 
all create space for young writers to gather! 

Teen Writers Circle — Ages: 13+
January 11, 25, February 8, 29, March 14, 28
$144 Members | $168 General Public
Avid and accomplished teen writers meet to explore new 
approaches to their craft, give one another feedback under the 
guidance of published writers, and plot world domination, 
or at least the future domination of the publishing industry! 
Using examples, prompts, and optional outside assignments, 
participants explore literary genres, techniques, and approaches, 
and receive encouraging, strategic feedback on whatever works-
in-progress are underway. We’ll set ourselves a writing challenge 
and plan to publish a collection of our work.

Writers & Books’ programs are made possible, in part, by 
the New York State Council on the Arts with the support 
of Governor Andrew M. Cuomo and the New York State 
Legislature

Are you a published writer with new work, tried-and-
true work, or work-in-progress you’re itching to share? 
Sign up to read at Writers & Books. To become a Literary 
Partner, you need only have published your work in a 
print or online magazine, provide us with your bio and 
headshot, and agree to cross-promote your event. To 
reserve your date, email Dan Herd at danh@wab.org .

Sonya Bilocerkowycz 
is the author of On 

Our Way Home from the 
Revolution, selected by 
David Lazar and Patrick 
Madden as winner of the 
2018 Gournay Prize. Her 
debut book was also named a “Most Anticipated Essay 
Collection” for Fall 2019 by Literary Hub.  Sonya’s essays 
and poems have appeared in Colorado Review, Guernica, 
The Southampton Review, Ninth Letter, Image, Crab 
Orchard Review, and elsewhere. She currently teaches 
Creative Writing at SUNY Geneseo and is Managing 
Editor for Speculative Nonfiction. 

In 2014, Sonya 
Bilocerkowycz, a tourist 
at a deadly revolution, is 
at first enamored with the 
Ukrainians’ idealism, but 
when the romantic revolution 
melts into a war with Russia, 
she becomes disillusioned and 
returns home to the US and 
the diaspora community that 
raised her. But what does it 
mean when she discovers a 
missing page from her family’s 
survival story—one that raises 

questions about her own guilt? On Our Way Home from 
the Revolution muddles our easy distinctions between 
innocence and complicity, agency and fate.

On Our Way Home from the Revolution: Book Launch
Wednesday, January 22, 7 pm
Free and open to the public

Speculative Nonfiction Workshop
Saturday, January 25, 10 am - 12:30 pm
$65 Members | $75 General Public

Robert Glick is an 
Associate Professor of 

English at the Rochester 
Institute of Technology, 
where he teaches creative 
writing, electronic literature, 
and the occasional course 
on zombies. His work has 
won competitions from The 
Normal School, Copper 
Nickel, Diagram, Summer 
Literary Seminars, and New 
Ohio Review; other stories 
have been published in the 
Masters Review, Denver Quarterly, and Gettysburg 
Review. Two Californias is his first collection.

Quirky, bittersweet, 
and darkly funny, 
Robert Glick laces the 
psychological realism 
of family drama with 
lyric, associative 
language and intricate 
plot structures. The 
emotionally powerful, 
intricately woven 
stories in Two Californias explore the unexpected and 
unorthodox ways we come to terms with everyday 
tragedies.

Two Californias: Book Launch
Thursday, February 6, 7 pm
Free and open to the public

Workshop:
Opportunity Spaces: Exploring the Flat Spots in Story
Saturday, February 8, 10 am - 12:30 pm
$65 Members | $75 General Public

A Geva Theatre Center and
Writers & Books Collaboration

2 Pages/2 Voices

Continuing our tradition of partnering with Geva Theatre 
Center, we present 2 Pages/2 Voices, an evening of short 
plays written by area writers and performed by area actors.
Submit between December 1, 2019 – January 3, 2020 to 
submissions@wab.org

Tuesday, January 21, 8 pm:
Staged readings at Writers & Books

RegionalPlaywright’s 
Competition

Promising regional writers a rare opportunity to hear their 
work aloud and gain the feedback they need to take their 
scripts to the next level of development. 

• Submit between January 1 – 31, 2020 at wab.org
• No musicals, please. Maximum 2 scripts

Eligible Manuscripts for both programs must be written 
by playwrights who live in the 6-county area of Monroe, 
Livingston, Wayne, Ontario, Genesee, and Orleans, NY. 
See full submission guidelines at wab.org

Join us in kicking off Next Steps, a monthly literary series for writers on the publishing pathway. 
We’ve reimagined our popular annual Ladder Literary Conference as an ongoing program of talks, 
pitch sessions, agent speed dating, workshops, and more with published authors and experts from the 
publishing industry--some live, others Skyped.  

A Sense of Place in Narrative Nonfiction
Michael J. McGandy
Saturday, February 22, 10 am - 12:30 pm
$65 Members | $75 General Public | Scholarships Available
Deadline to register: February 14, 11:59 pm 
Writing successfully with place in mind is tricky. Locality gives narrative non-fiction work focus, 
verisimilitude, and grit. It also can limit the audience and fail to pass the “so what?” test. Senior 
Acquisitions Editor Michael J. McGandy will consult with authors who are developing narrative non-
fiction projects: from concept and proposal, then pitching, and to writing. We’ll also examine specific 
case studies of successful and failed place-based books. We’ll leave the workshop with a short list of 
narrative goals that will guide us in crafting books rich in local detail and color and with a broad, even 
national reach.

Michael J. McGandy is Senior Acquisitions Editor and Director of Three Hills at Cornell University 
Press. McGandy has worked in publishing since 2000, and has held positions at Macmillan Library 
Reference, W. W. Norton, and Rowman & Littlefield.

FREE ADMISSION
HALF-PRICED GUEST ADMISSION

INVITATIONS TO MEMBER OPENING PARTIES
10% OFF AT THE STORE @ MAG

10% OFF AT BROWN HOUND DOWNTOWN
10% OFF CREATIVE WORKSHOP CLASSES

SO MUCH MORE!

WITH A MEMBERSHIP TO MAG, AND SHARE THESE BENEFITS:

START TALKING. START CREATING.
START HERE...

MEMORIAL ART GALLERY
500 UNIVERSITY AVENUE
MAG.ROCHESTER.EDU/JOIN
585.276.8900

50 N. Plymouth Ave. • 585.454.4596 • hochstein.org

With individual lessons, classes, ensembles and
more, The Hochstein School is consistently the

school of choice for music and dance education.

ALL ages and abilities are welcome.

Join our Hochstein community. Make “someday” today!
Tuition assistance available to those who qualify. 

Music matters. Making music matters more.

Staff

LITERARY PARTNERS READING SERIES

NEXT STEPS Literary Series:
From Manuscript to Book

About Writers & Books

WINTER SPOTLIGHTS Calling All Regional 
Playwrights! WINTER 2020 YOUTH PROGRAMS

“A fierce, lyrical book 
that achieves a rare 
balance between the 
burden and beauty of 
heritage.”
       —Patricia Hampl

“Two Californias is 
a fizzing, crackling, 
nightmarish wonderfest. 
I was in from the 
dusty oaks in the 
first paragraph to the 
rattlesnake in the last.”
                –Laird Hunt


