SPRING 2020 CALENDAR
Workshop Prices
Mini Workshops

1 session, 1.5 hours, Saturdays 11 am - 12:30 pm
$22 members | $25 General Public

Evening Workshops

6 weeks, 6 sessions, 15 Hours
$225 Members | $265 General Public

MINI WORKSHOPS
The Funny Business, Part One: Humor, Jokes, and Laughs
Kevin Markman
Thursday, April 2, 5:30 – 7 pm

Creating laughs is a great skill for developing whatever genre you work
in, whether personal essay, novel, stand-up, storytelling, or Twitter. We’ll
collaboratively workshop your writing in a fun, supportive atmosphere
to bring your act to the next level. Participants are invited to stay for the
Comedy Open Mic afterward.

Beyond Inspiration:
Searching for the Origins of Your Poems
Liza Flum
Saturday April 11, 11 am – 12:30 pm

Perhaps it’s a calling or simply a wish to make the world a better place.
Whatever the reason, writing a book to help others live with intention
means consciously considering the impact of your work. Using the
author’s book, M is for Mindful, as a model, participants will employ a
series of writing prompts to discover the gifts they have to share and why
it is important to share them.

Writing a Powerful Memoir, Part One: Getting Started
Mark Block
Saturday, April 18, 11 am – 12:30 pm
Do you have a story to tell that might inspire or challenge others? In
Part I, we’ll examine memoir composition and discuss key elements
of anecdotal writing. We’ll then begin the writing process, selecting
potential themes and stories you’d like to develop. Following a timed
writing activity, participants will review their efforts and discuss next
steps.

MINI WORKSHOPS
Children’s Book Basics
Will Hubbell
Saturday May 2, 11 am – 12:30 pm

Published children’s book author and illustrator Will Hubbell will
discuss the unique aspects of writing for young audiences. An in-class
writing exercise will help speed you toward your goal.

Writing a Powerful Memoir, Part Three: Revise, Edit, &
Polish
Mark Block
Saturday, May 9, 11 am – 12:30 pm
In advance of Part Three, participants are asked to submit several pages
of their written work to submissions@wab.org. We will critique each
participant’s work, examining key aspects of memoir composition; and
as a group, dive into grammar, syntax, usage, and more.

Writing the Teenage Voice
Leah Scheier,
Thursday, May 7, 5:30 – 7pm

Young Adult author Leah Scheier will offer pointers and advice to help
bring your teen character to life. Group discussion will be catalyzed
by writing an in-class, 500-750-word piece from the point of view of
a teenager who has just discovered that their love interest has been
unfaithful to them. The workshop will conclude with a brief Q & A.

Travel Writing
Rachel Friedman
May 16, 11 am – 12:30 pm

Travel writing is so much more than “I went here, I did this, I ate that.”
It is both a literal and a figurative journey. In this workshop, a series of
writing exercises will strengthen your skills as a keen observer of the
world and of yourself.

MINI WORKSHOPS
The Funny Business, Part Two: Humor, Jokes, and Laughs
Kevin Markman
Thursday, June 11, 5:30 – 7 pm
Creating laughs is a great skill to develop for whatever form you work
in--personal essay, novel, stand-up, storytelling, or twitter feed. We’ll
collaboratively workshop your writing in a fun, supportive atmosphere
to bring your act to the next level. Stay for the Comedy Open Mic
afterward.

Write like a Mad Scientist
Joanne Brokaw
Saturday, June 13, 11 am – 12:30 pm

1 session, 2.5 Hours
$65 Members | $75 General Public

From Page to Stage:
Reading Your Work to an Audience without Fear
Karen Faris
Saturday, April 25, 11 am – 12:30 pm

You’ve polished your poems and maybe had some published. Now
it’s time to read them to an audience—but you’re hesitant. In a safe,
supportive environment, discover how to read aloud when you’re
nervous; how to embrace the mic; how to be a better reader; and how
to change the way in which you view writing, itself, by adding another
dimension. Bring several pieces of your own work as practice material.

Applying the improv principles of “Yes, and” and “There are no mistakes,
only happy accidents” to writing, you will learn to silence your inner
critic and let your process run wild. We’ll mix writing sprints, prompts,
and fun group exercises to encourage experimentation and share ideas.

Writing a Powerful Memoir, Part Two: Share Your Writing
Mark Block
Saturday, April 25, 11 am – 12:30 pm
Memoirs inspire, challenge, and allow readers to identify with the
writer’s experiences. In this workshop, we will briefly review the criteria
for composing a powerful memoir, then share our memoir themes.
We’ll read about three minutes of a prepared piece and discuss each
presentation, focusing on how the writer has utilized the elements of
memoir composition. Finally, we will examine strategies for revising and
editing our work. Those who missed Part One are welcome to enroll.

SIX-WEEK WORKSHOPS

Poetic Speakers and Poetic Voices
Anastasia Nikolis
Wednesdays, April 1 through May 13
(no class April 15), 6:30 – 9 pm

We often hear fiction writers talking about the “voice” of a character, but
what about poetic voice? In this workshop, we’ll explore the distinction
between poet and poetic speaker by looking at examples of poems that
lean into constructing characters, the artifice of the lyrical “I,” and how
to cultivate one’s own signature poetic voice. Sessions will be spent
reading, writing, and workshopping.

Scholarships available
for all workshops
visit wab.org/scholarships

How do you shape a rough draft into a second, third, or twentieth draft?
How do you know when a poem is really “finished?” Considering such
approaches as Allen Ginsberg’s maxim of “first thought, best thought”
and the famous advice to “kill your darlings,” we’ll intensively explore
the craft of revision. Participants are asked to bring one draft to revise in
class through generative writing exercises.

Self-Editing Your Fiction
Alex Sanchez
Saturday, May 9, 10 am – 12:30 pm

May

You’ve poured your heart and soul into your story or novel and you’re
psyched to share it, but you know your manuscript needs editing. You
can do a lot of editing on your own—if you understand how. Through
editing examples, discussions, worksheets, and self-editing checklists,
we’ll explore specific tools for revising and improving your manuscript
at both the story arc and line-by-line levels.

Art of the Personal Essay
Joseph Carney
Wednesday, May 13, 6:30 pm – 9 pm

Writing a very short play may seem simple. But in a mere 600 seconds,
you need to introduce your characters to the audience and create and
resolve your conflict. In this workshop, we’ll discuss how to develop
strong characters and interesting plots, keep your audience engaged, and
avoid the problems you may encounter when writing a short play. You’ll
develop and write your own 10-minute play, which you (with some
assistance) will read before an audience.

Your Story’s Setting Is a Character
Alex Sanchez
Saturday, April 25, 10 am – 12:30 pm

WAB.ORG

In great fiction, the setting comes alive as a character. But what does
that mean, and how can you do the same in your own writing? Through
readings, discussions, and writing exercises, we’ll explore tools for
having your setting impact your plot, showing characters interacting
with the setting (and vice-versa), linking setting to your characters’
emotions, using your setting to show growth, and giving depth and
meaning to your stories through setting. In this workshop, you’ll learn
techniques for constructing entire worlds for your readers.

CHAUTAUQUA WRITERS’ FESTIVAL
Chautauqua, NY

writersfestival.chq.org

Personal Geographies
June 24–27, 2020

Marcelo
Hernandez
Castillo

Martha Collins

Marie Myung-Ok
Lee

Workshops and
one-on-one conferences
in fiction, nonfiction,
and poetry

Porochista
Khakpour

Jess Row

Panels and breakout
sessions exploring the
political and personal
resonances of craft

Standard Registration: $550; Sponsored Students: $400;
Explorations Registration: $200 (No Workshops)
W&B Member: $55 Discount (by check only)
For more information, or to respond to our call for
panelists and breakout session leaders, visit:

writersfestival.chq.org
C H A U TA U Q U A I N S T I T U T I O N • C H Q . O R G

Starting Your Novel
J. Mulrooney
Saturday, May 23, 10 am – 12:30 pm

Only we can best tell our stories. In this workshop, we will write, read,
examine, and discuss personal essays, and gain skills for developing our
own distinctive voices.

Dialogue: Not Just Words, but Voices
Alex Sanchez
Saturday, May 16, 10 am – 12:30 pm

Writer’s Block? Look Again
Anais Salibian
Saturday, May 23 10 am – 12:30 pm

SPECIAL TOPIC WORKSHOP
The Circle of Life: Dancing and Writing with Nature
Daystar/Rosalie Jones
Saturday, June 6, 11 am – 1:30 pm

June

The Native American HOOP symbolizes the “circle of life.” It was the
Lakota holy man Black Elk who described all of the Creator’s work
as a circle. It is our task to join that Circle in order to experience and
understand the unity of all things. This workshop will begin with
learning the basic “nature images” that can be created with the hoop, in
stillness or in a dance. By writing that experience in prose or poetry, we
will begin to discover the interconnectedness of ourselves to nature –
sky, water, plants, animals – and the Earth.

Newsletter

SPECIAL TOPIC WORKSHOPS

Writing a novel is like running a marathon. Starting with six rules for
novelists (Rule #3: What to do if you run out of ideas), identifying
the practical how-tos of creating a larger work, and addressing the
personal aspect of creative writing (no rules), we’ll explore strategies for
sustaining our writing practice and going the distance.

Masters at writing dialogue can create magical, unique voices across
dozens of characters, each distinct, memorable, and alive. Through
readings, discussions, and writing exercises, we’ll explore how voice
differs from dialogue; how to use rhythm, diction, and style to develop
distinct voices; and how the words characters speak reveal emotions,
psychology, and desires.

Spring

2020

The (Short) Play’s the Thing: Writing the 10-Minute Play
Scott Seifritz
Wednesdays, April 29 – June 3, 6:30 – 9 pm

SPECIAL TOPIC WORKSHOPS
Writing Past the First Draft
Liza Flum
Saturday, May 2, 10 am – 12:30 pm

740 University Avenue
Rochester, NY 14607

Sometimes writing is spiritual, healing, a burst of creativity. But editing
can feel like work. This workshop will help you hone your craft and
prepare your manuscript for publication. You can look forward to
engaging discussions on the craft of fiction and how to strengthen your
writing through close reading and self-editing. The majority of class
time will center on the critique and analysis of your work; accordingly,
every participant is expected to share a piece of their writing (up to 12
pages, double spaced) for the class to read and edit. The last class will
allow each participant to share their polished work with an audience.

April

By reading and completing in-class writing exercises, you will get in
touch with your most generative material, gain a greater awareness
of your writing process, and form a new relationship with the idea of
inspiration.

Writing an Intentional Book
Robin Flanigan
Saturday, April 18, 11 am – 12:30 pm

Special Topic Workshops

Fiction Writer’s Workshop: Art & Craft
Brian Wood
Wednesdays, April 15 – May 20, 6:30 pm – 9 pm

Ah, writer’s block. Don’t believe in it. Take this workshop and find out
what it does to your brain and nervous system, and what to do about
it. We’ll discuss strategies and also dig deeper, looking into causes
and doing exercises that put you back in the flow. If you’re bogged
down, bring your blank page, your frozen pen, and your willingness to
experiment. If you’re new to writing, this is a great way to launch.

NEXT STEPS
Talk: Writing the Graphic Novel
Alex Sanchez
Thursday, June 11, 7 – 9 pm

Join author Alex Sanchez in conversation with Karen vanMeenen as he
discusses the process of writing a graphic novel, including collaborating
with an artist. His You Brought Me the Ocean is a new young adult
graphic novel from DC that puts a contemporary twist on Aqualad’s
classic origin story and tells an eloquent coming-out romance. Lambda
Award-winning author Alex Sanchez (Rainbow Boys) and New York
Times bestselling illustrator Julie Maroh (Blue Is the Warmest Color)
are two voices that have been instrumental in shaping the LGBTQ+
experience in young adult literature.

BECOME A WRITERS & BOOKS MEMBER
wab.org/get-involved/membership/

(585) 473-2590

@WritersandBooks

TO OUR FRIENDS

T

he National Endowment for the Arts writes, “The literary arts inspire, enrich, and educate. They remind us that there is beauty
and joy in language, that others have insights worth paying attention to, that in our struggles we are not alone.” It is in this spirit
that our Writers & Book family invites you to participate in our Spring 2020 programs, events, and opportunities. It is only through
connecting to community -- listening to your aspirations, challenges, achievements, and observations--that we can deepen and
enrich our practice.

“The literary arts inspire,
enrich, and educate. They
remind us that there is beauty
and joy in language, that
others have insights worth
paying attention to, that
in our struggles we are not
alone.”
—National Endowment
for the Arts

Please take a few moments to browse descriptions of our upcoming SummerWrite camps
(July and August), available on our website and in our widely distributed catalog. Youth
Education Director Sally Bittner Bonn and her team look forward to offering our firstever dual-language poetry camp for Spanish and English language speakers, a new camp
inspired by Native American traditions, and dozens of tried-and-true experiences for
young readers and writers. Thanks to the generosity of ESL Charitable Foundation and
the New York State Council on the Arts, our Youth Scholarship Fund is off to an excellent
start at $14,400. Our goal this year is doubling this amount so that many more families can
participate. Please contribute what you can; your generosity will open doors.

You’re encouraged to take advantage of quiet space available in our historic Claude
Bragdon building. During daytime hours, 11 am - 5 pm, you often will find a classroom or
two in which to write or read; simply come in and inquire at Visitor Services. When you
next visit, check out our second-floor library “make-over.” Our thanks go to Kevin Sawyer and members of Nova Fitness for expert
painting, and to Fingerlakes Ace Hardware and Mayer Paint & Hardware for donating supplies. Members at the $100 level and up
are invited to use this tranquil space during additional early hours, Tuesday - Thursday, 9 - 11 am.
In other membership news, our first-annual Members Open House will take place on Saturday, March 21: please join us! We’re also
pleased to offer our members a 10% discount on admission to the Chautauqua Writers’ Festival 2020, a socially engaged program
held at The Chautauqua Institution, June 24-27. And please watch your inbox for an invitation to attend our curated Carolyn Forche
salon on April 29, which culminates in reserved seating at the poet’s keynote at The College of Brockport’s Rochester Educational
Opportunity Center.
With appreciation,

Alison Meyers
Executive Director

RECURRING MONTHLY EVENTS
April 1

7 pm

Wide Open Mic (Aceyon Owens, Featured Reader)

April 3

6 pm

First Friday

April 4

10 am

Veterans Writing Group (Declassified WWII)

April 8

7 pm

Serve Me the Sky Book Club (Dear Girls by Ali Wong)

April 23

7 pm

History Reading Salon

May 1

6 pm

First Friday

May 2

10 am

Veterans Writing Group

May 6

7 pm

Wide Open Mic (Doug Curry, Featured Reader)

May 7

7 pm

Book Thieves Young Professionals Book Club (Disoriental, by Negar Djavadi)

May 20

7pm

Serve Me the Sky Book Club (Pachinko by Min Jin Lee)

May 28

7 pm

History Reading Salon (Mein Kampf/Nazism)

June 3

7 pm

Wide Open Mic (Leah Zazulyer, Featured Reader)

June 4

7 pm

Book Thieves (A Clockwork Orange, Anthony Burgess)

June 6

10 am

Veterans Writing Group

June 6

6 pm

First Friday

June 10

7 pm

Serve Me the Sky Book Club (TBD)

June 25

7 pm

History Reading Salon (Dueling Revolutions: French vs. American)

SEASON HEADLINER

FRIDAY, JUNE 12, 2020
KODAK CENTER MAIN STAGE
Tickets at OFCCreations.com

LITERARY PARTNERS
READING SERIES

SPRING SPOTLIGHTS

I

n her debut book of
linked essays, This Is One
Way to Dance, Sejal Shah
explores culture, language,
family, and place, reflecting
on what it means to make
oneself visible and legible
through writing in a country
that struggles with race.
She maps her identity as
an American, South Asian
American, writer of color,
and feminist as she wrestles
with her experiences
growing up in the stark
racial and economic segregation of western New York.
Shah considers what it means to be of a place or from a
place, to be foreign or familiar, and attempts to answer the
question, “How do you move in such a way that loss does
not limit you?”
Sejal Shah is the recipient
of a New York Foundation
for the Arts Fellowship
in fiction. Her essays and
stories have appeared in
Brevity, Conjunctions,
Kenyon Review, Literary
Hub, The Rumpus, and
the anthology Under
Her Skin: How Girls
Experience Race in America, among other publications.
She has taught creative writing at the University of
Rochester, Mount Holyoke College, and elsewhere. She
lives in Rochester, New York.
“Each of these pieces
captures what it means
to be a citizen of a
country that may never
claim you as its own,
to imagine your own
brilliant fullness beyond
its peripheral gaze. ”
—Mira Jacob

Join Sejal Shah for these events:
In Conversation with Mitzi Rapkin:
Saturday, March 21, 12 pm

J

uly Westhale is an
essayist, translator,
and the awardwinning author of
five collections of
poetry: Trailer Trash,
Occasionally Accurate
Science, The Cavalcade,
Quantifiable Data,
and, most recently, Via
Negativa. Her most
recent work can be
found in McSweeney’s,
The National Poetry
Review, Prairie
Schooner, CALYX, Hayden’s Ferry Review, and elsewhere.
When she’s not teaching, she works as a co-founding
editor of PULP Magazine.
Via Negativa is a
“July Westhale is a shapeshifting
book about the
poet of desire and violence, grief
more difficult,
and forgiveness, trauma and
but truer, ways of
loss transformed by resilience.
talking about the
After her gorgeous debut Trailer
ecstatic world.
Trash explored the intricacies of
Half grappling
class and gender, Via Negativa
with divinity
deftly weaves the sensual
and the many
with the spiritual, reckoning
manifestations
with a religious inheritance
of gender/the
and a powerful faith in
self, and half
pleasure, engaging in bold lyric
ars poetica,
conversation with the divine.”
Via Negativa
—Diana Whitney
is a gorgeous
holy dunking,
a submersion into a rich field of lyricism and emotion,
a mikva that yearns to leave the reader clear-eyed and
bright. Diving into verbal lostness, the hatred of poetry,
mythology, and the epistemology of identity, this book
challenges the tripartite notion of holiness and its
relationship to poetic duty.

Reading & Book Launch:
Thursday, June 17, 7pm

MEMBER PARTY
Saturday, March 21 | 2 – 5 pm
Saturday, March 21 is all about you, our
members! Stop by our Open House and mingle
with fellow stakeholders while enjoying a nosh
and live jazz performed by Eastman School of
Music students, on-site 3 - 4 pm. Take advantage
of your member’s discount at Ampersand Books,
our growing indie bookstore. Visit our renovated
library/writing space on the second floor, view
sculptor Annalisa Baron’s installation in the
atrium, and get better acquainted with our staff
and Board members.

Join July Westhale for these events:
Reading: Thursday, June 25, 7 pm
Workshop:
Electric Divine: Harnessing the Ecstatic
at Gell: A Finger Lakes Creative Retreat
Saturday, June 27, 10 am - 5 pm
Deadline to register: June 19

7:30 pm | Free & Open to the Public
April 8

Charles Lamarr Philips & Susan Vinocour

April 9

Danielle Pafundo & Edward Dougherty

April 16

Katherine Hastings & Charlie Coté

April 22

Paula Weld-Carey & Kitty Jospé

April 23

Gail Hosking & Georgia A. Popoff

April 29

Lisa Flum & Jessica Cuello

May 13

Len Messineo & Rob Tyler

May 20

Allison Roberts & Trish Annese

May 21

Misty Yarnall & Diane Rivoli

May 27

Cameron Miller & Judith Shenouda

May 28

Bill Capossere & Catherine Faurot

June 4

Jenny Lloyd & Giovanna Campomizzi May

June 10

Ralph Uttaro & Kathleen Wakefield

June 18

Taylor Solano & J. Edward Moss

VISITING AUTHORS
March 25, 7 pm
Minda Harts, The Memo:
What Women of Color Need to
Know to Secure a Seat at the Table
March 31, 7 pm
Jane Plitt,
How to Unravel a Buried Story:
Rediscovering Martha Matilda Harper
April 15, 7 pm
Jeannie Gainsburg,
The Savvy Ally: A Guide for Becoming a
Skilled LGBTQ+ Advocate
May 16, 1 pm
Rachel Friedman,
And Then We Grew Up
June 17, 7 pm
Sejal Shah,
This Is One Way to Dance

One Million Abolitionists

Writers & Books is proud to partner with Frederick Douglass Family Initiatives to distribute
copies of the bicentennial edition of Narrative of the Life of Frederick Douglass: An American
Slave to young readers throughout the Rochester area. FDFI’s ultimate goal is placing this book
in the hands of one million youth across the country and inspiring them to be agents of change
in their own communities. For more information, visit our website or email Sally Bittner Bonn
at sallyb@wab.org.

Staff

Summer 2020

Instrumental, Voice, & Dance Camps & Classes
All ages and abilities!
Hochstein is the perfect choice for summer fun.

July 6 - August 14, 2020

Visit hochstein.org/summer for a complete listing!

50 N. Plymouth Ave. • 585.454.4596 • hochstein.org

Alison Meyers, Executive Director
Sally Bittner Bonn, Director of Youth Education
Dan Herd, Director of Adult Programs
Chris Fanning, Director of Communications
and Special Events
Tristan Tomaselli, Graphic Designer
Karen VanMeenan,
Director of Community Reading Programs
Alexa Scott-Flaherty, Donor Relations Manager
Kathy Pottetti, Director of Gell
Laura Trowbridge,
Visitor Services Manager/Programs Associate
Clara O’Connor,
Assistant to the Director/Bookstore
Coordinator
Rachael Kisenyi,
Community Outreach Coordinator
Misty Yarnall, Visitor Services Associate
Brian Klingensmith, Bookkeeper
Ryan Collins, Intern
Joe Flaherty, Founder & Director Emeritus

Writers & Books is
wheelchair accessable

SPRING GELL INTENSIVES
Daylong Session, Saturdays, 10 am – 5 pm
$145 Members | $165 General Public
Scholarships Available
Participants should bring bag lunches.
Snacks and beverages provided.
Gleason Lodge, Gell: A Finger Lakes Creative Retreat
6581 West Hollow Road, Naples, NY
Earth Day Word Shop
Jim Armstrong
Saturday, April 18, 10 am – 5 pm

Commemorating the 50th Anniversary of Earth Day, this workshop
provides an opportunity to express your thoughts and feelings about
the current state of the planet. Guided exercises, prompts, sharing, and
discussion centered on elements key to Earth Day will jumpstart the
creative process. We’ll take breaks for walks on Gell’s inspiring natural
grounds and conclude with participants’ sharing one or two pieces
drafted in the workshop.

Embodied Writing: Using Movement to Lead You Home
Anais Salibian
Saturday, April 25, 10 am – 5 pm

Your best, unexpected, and authentic writing comes when you experience
a unity of mind and body. That’s when you can discover what to say and
the voice in which to say it. This workshop invites you to arrive in your
skin through writing exercises that flow from movement exercises. Anais
Salibian is a practitioner of Rosen Method bodywork, and her guest coteacher, Priscilla Varland, is a certified Rosen Method Movement Teacher.
Rosen Movements are easy, fun, and accessible to all levels.

Writing Motherhood
Sally Bittner Bonn
Saturday, May 9, 10 am – 5 pm

Telling our stories is how we make sense of our lives, how we hold
memories, how we celebrate, grieve, and wrestle with what we don’t
understand. Being a mother is complex; it can be simultaneously
exhausting, exhilarating, lonely, hysterically funny, maddening, and
bursting with love. In this workshop, we’ll examine some examples of
motherhood stories, then follow a series of prompts that offer new tools
to help you write your own motherhood narrative—whether for yourself,
your family, or publication. On this Mother’s Day weekend, give yourself
the gift of a day in nature, away from the busy day-to-day, and begin or
continue to write your motherhood story.

Electric Divine: Harnessing the Ecstatic
July Westhale
June 27, 10 am – 5 pm

We will look to the works of ecstatic poets/prose writers, both
contemporary and ancient, for evolving definitions of divinity and ecstasy
and how they have been embraced or rejected by the writing world. There
will be analysis/discussion of the texts, a walk around the property (if the
ability of all participants allows), freewriting, and a workshop. Participants
will have the opportunity to freely explore ideas, work with examples, define
for themselves their own process, share, and receive constructive feedback.
July Westhale’s collection of poetry, Via Negativa, is rooted in the cultural
understanding of the poet as ambassador or conduit to “the divine.”

Writing the Wisdom of Your Life Transition
Nancy Steinkamp
May 30, 10 am – 5 pm

Life is change, yet we often seem surprised or even disturbed to find
ourselves in transition. Living with uncertainty, though sometimes
unnerving, can be fertile ground for the writer. When we combine an
understanding of the transition process with writing prompted by a
beautiful setting, we can identify whether a chapter is beginning or ending
and cultivate its wisdom. In this workshop based on the work of Leia
Francisco, we will immerse ourselves in nature and learn to begin writing
our transition stories in multiple forms, worthy of sharing with others.

Creative Kindling: Re-Connecting to Your Writing
Practice
Kristen Zory King
June 20, 10 am – 5 pm

This day-long retreat will reignite your creative spark. Through a series of
guided sessions, including generative writing exercises, readings, critique
circles, creative activities, and a poetry hike, participants will generate new
work, revive joy, and find new meaning in their writing practice. Please
bring writing materials (notebook/pen or laptop), clothing appropriate for
a gentle hike, a work-in-progress, and an open mind.

APRIL BREAK YOUTH CLASSES
April 6 – 10, 2020, 9 am – 3 pm
Deadline to register: March 26, 11:59 pm
Per Day: $44 Members | $50 General Public
Ages: 7-9
MONDAY: Start Your Story
Rylie Day

Are stories constantly running through your imagination? Get your
ideas out of your head and onto paper! This camp will give you fresh
ideas and creative tools for starting your own story or continuing work
on one you have already begun.

TUESDAY: Young Storytellers
Judy DeCroce

The art of storytelling is important for confidence in any presentation.
We’ll use theater games to introduce skills needed to perform and
engage an audience. We will practice a variety of techniques to deliver a
story including voice, body language, and facial expressions.

WEDNESDAY: Stories to Grow On
Tracy Nemecek

Stories can help us take a closer look at our own thoughts and feelings
and appreciate moments of joy and face moments of challenge. We’ll
read stories together as a group, create art, and use creative movement
to understand and express our emotions more effectively. Read, create,
grow!

THURSDAY: Heroes of Social Justice
Marna Rossi

Celebrate heroes around the world who stand up for justice and
freedom. We will learn about local and international heroes, decide
what makes a hero, and use your imagination in fun activities honoring
heroes. With a partner, present to your classmates an amazing hero who
dared to be different, through a short skit and a collage drawing.

FRIDAY: Superheroes Are Everywhere
Lisa Buck

Superheroes aren’t just in the movies and comic books, they are
everywhere: in your family, among your friends, in your neighborhood.
We’ll look at the book Superheroes Are Everywhere by Kamala Harris.
By exploring different cultural, ethnic, and social backgrounds not
always found in mainstream children’s lit we will discover that everyone
can have an amazing story.

Register for all 5 days and SAVE!
$195 Members | $225 General Public
Ages: 10-13
MONDAY: Comedy Improvisation
Julie Donofrio

Improvisation is acting without a script, and often includes audience
participation. Students will learn the basic rules of improv, and then
a variety of theater games and comedy improv games such as those
featured on the television show, Whose Line is it Anyway? To put their
new skills to work the class will present some of their favorite games
for friends and family at 2:00 pm.

TUESDAY: Myth, Mystery, & Me
Almeta Whitis

Today we will go on an imaginary adventure, encounter formidable
and friendly beings to help us seek creative solutions to magical
problems, mirrored in our present world challenges. Enter a magical
landscape to discover our inner resources, explore myths, and use
archetypes and mystery to learn important life lessons. A treasure
hunt for magical amulets will bring challenges, dispel chaos, establish
harmony and bring peace and unity to a broken world.

WEDNESDAY: Flash Your Fiction
Judy DeCroce

Flash fiction is a short form of writing in which every word is
essential. These stories have a rhythm, and foundation of character,
setting, and plot. We will learn to hook the reader quickly, and then,
through an unexpected twist, leave the reader wanting more. Students
will go home with at least three new pieces of writing!

THURSDAY: Hogwarts Day One
FRIDAY: Hogwarts Day Two

Jump into the world of all things Harry Potter! You will make a
wand, write for the Daily Prophet, and take several classes central to
the wizarding world. Learn Defense Against the Dark Arts, Potions,
Transfiguration and more! Leave at the end of the day feeling as if you
yourself were a student at Hogwarts. It is not necessary to participate
in Day One in order to participate in Day Two!
HOGWARTS INSTRUCTORS INCLUDE: Sarah Brown, Rylie Day,
Amy Delucia, Chris Fanning, Tracy Nemecek, Sara Penner,
Alexa Scott-Flaherty

6581 West Hollow Road, Naples, NY
Hold your next writing workshop,
corporate gathering, yoga retreat,
or private event at Gell, sited on
24 pristine acres in the scenic
Bristol Hills.

To inquire, email Kathy Pottetti
at kathyp@wab.org.
WEEKLY YOUTH PROGRAMS
Ages: Teen
Write On for Homeschoolers
10 Wednesdays, April 1-June 10 (no class April 8),
12:30 - 2:00pm
$166 Members | $188 General Public
Scholarships Available
Instructor: Caren Barth

We live to create at Write On. The heart of this class is the weekly workshop of student writing, moderated so that each writer feels encouraged
and supported by the others, while also receiving constructive suggestions for growth. Short lessons connect current student work to relevant
published writing, classical literary structures, and mechanics. Classes
include writing prompts or games and time to work on projects. Content
will be student-directed, so expect lots of creativity!

Ages: 10-12
Writers ROC
Free and open to the public

Fridays January 3-May 15 (no meetings on 4/3, 4/10), 3:45 - 5:00 pm
In this young writers group you’ll do some new writing, share your
work, and hone your skills. This will be a supportive community mentored by MCC creative writing major Misty Yarnall, who will present
writing prompts, offer tips for revising and editing, and most of all create
space for young writers to gather!

About Writers & Books

A 501 (c)3 nonprofit literary arts center, Writers & Books promotes
reading and writing as lifelong acitivites for people of all ages and
backgrounds in Greater Rochester and beyond.
Become a Writers & Books Member!
Become a Writers & Books Member! When you do, you join a
growing number of individuals dedicated to building community
through the shared experience of literature. Learn about
membership levels and benefits at https://wab.org/get-involved/
membership/.
Volunteer and Help Us Thrive!

Have reading and writing made a difference in your life? Are you
looking for a way to pay forward literature’s transformational power?
If your answer is “yes,” then become a Writers & Books’ volunteer and
help us deliver the pleasure, enrichment, and knowledge that the literary
arts provide. Visit our website to read more---and choose the volunteer
team that’s right for you: Event Wrangling, Public Relations, Ampersand
Bookstore, or Green Thumb.

CANCELLATIONS, REFUNDS, FEES
• If a course fails to meet the minimum registration, it will be
cancelled and full tuition refunded. We make every effort to
notify you 72 hours in advance.
• Requests for refunds must be received in writing at office@wab.
org.
• If you withdraw from a class at least three business days before
the first meeting, you will receive a full refund minus a 15%
processing fee.
• The following deadlines apply:
• Mini Workshops, Special Topic Classes, Master Classes,
and Gell Intensives: Tuition, minus 25%, is refundable
when request is received 24 hours before the first session.
Thereafter, refunds will not be issued.
• Six-Week Workshops: Tuition, minus 25%, is refundable
after the first class meeting. Thereafter, refunds will not be
issued. Tuition will not be pro-rated for missed classes.
• A $30 fee is charged for bad checks.
Writers & Books’ programs are made possible, in part, by the
New York State Council on the Arts with the support of Governor
Andrew M. Cuomo and the New York State Legislature
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Brad VanAuken
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